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STARTING BACK INTO  
SEPTEMBER IS HARD... 
By: Paul Hutchison

Coming back to routine, returning from holidays, aiming back to work or 
to class, or watching others make that journey is a time of transition. It is, in 
my mind the beginning of the New Year… even more so than January 1st.
This fall we are going to be talking about the “I am” stories of Jesus… think 
about the different images that our stories of faith offer us of Jesus, but more 
intentionally focussing on how we live out those same metaphors in how we 
live. Where am I a light, a door, a gate, a vine, a bringer of new life?
As we move into the fall, into the community, 
into the congregation, may we all do some 
thinking on how we would articulate a 
conclusion to the phrase I am…

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR ….
By: Rob Peck

As a boy I had questions. What is God? What are we here for? Who cares? 
Is this all there is? What do I believe?As an adult I have the same questions 
but over the years my answers have often changed. This, presently, is what 
I believe!
What is God?  As Neal Donald Walsh said, God is our highest, best thought.
What are we here for? We are here to love each other wastefully without 
counting the cost, never forgetting that before we can love others we must 
first love ourselves. In this we follow the example of Jesus. Who cares?  
St. Mark’s cares. God cares. Is this all there is? Yes. The rest is commentary.
St. Mark’s has always striven to love others wastefully. That is why I came 
here and why I hope to stay here for a long time! Amen

D.Min@Drew
During the month of July I was on Study Leave and managed to get the first 
draft of my thesis submitted to my professors 
before taking my holidays in July. It was 153 
pages and I expect that it will come back 
from the professors shredded for another 
draft due at the end of September... I like their 
new school statement… great for the visual 
learners amongst us!

WELCOME BACK 
TO ST. MARK’S 
REGULAR 
CHURCH HOURS!
Thanks to those who heard the 
plea before summer and stepped 
up their summer givings. 
Hope you don’t panic when 
you see “The Bottom Line” on 
our latest budget projections 
– this Fall will hopefully bring 
more shekels into our coffers.
We have so much to be 
thankful for – especially this 
congregation of St. Mark’s – 
thanks be to God!

WELCOME BACK

Saturday, September 27  
at 5:30 p.m. at the church

SEPTEMBER 2014 FALL EDITION

THE FALL

MEMO



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
By: Luella Stephens

As I begin my term as the Chair of the Christian Education (CE) 
Ministry Team, the traditional African proverb, “It takes a village to 
raise a child” comes to mind. I look forward, with the support of the 
CE team and the great folks of St Mark’s, to partnering with parents 
of our children and youth, to help prepare our students for tomorrow. 
Events have been planned to provide an opportunity for conversation, 
entertainment, learning and village-building. Everyone is welcome, so 
please invite your friends, neighbours and family to join us: 

   SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH

Sunday school started for the Juniors (Grade 5 and under). The first 
class for Seniors (Grade 6 and up) will be Sept 14th. 

  FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 19TH

FREE family movie night “The Lego Movie”

  TUESDAY OCTOBER 7TH AT 7 PM
Leslie Wright will be leading a Spiritual Practices workshop. We will 
be exploring ideas found in “The Seven Whispers: A Spiritual Practice 
for Times Like These” by Christina Baldwin. In this book the author 
presents simple principles to incorporate in our day-to-day life like 
“Move at the pace of guidance”. The evening will begin with a centering 
time and conclude with an agape meal. 

  TUESDAY OCTOBER 21ST FROM NOON - 1:30PM
Luella Stephens will lead Bible Study. BYOL (Bring your own lunch).

  BEGINNING JANUARY 9TH

Rob Peck will lead a book study “Misquoting Jesus” by Bart Ehrman,

Please refer to the Times and Events Directory for additional details. 
If you have suggestions or requests for additional Christian Education 
experiences, please contact me at tom.stephens@sympatico.ca

BACKPACKS!
By: Rob Burridge

St. Mark’s United Church, through its Outreach 
Ministry, showed hope, goodwill & generosity by 
delivering over 12 Back Packs to the principal at 
G B Little P.S. In actual fact, St. Mark’s, through 
its generosity, provided 24 completed Back Packs 
on Tuesday, September 9th. The principal is once 
again delighted by St. Mark’s support, which will 
enable children to be ready with supplies needed 
to start their school year. St Mark’s continues to 
make a difference in our community for those 
who are less fortunate. Well done everyone!!!

ST. MARK’S  
IS INVOLVED  
WITH THE  
PAN AM GAMES
By: Rob Burridge

Less than 305 days to go for the 
Pan Am Games........
Less than 335 days to go for the 
Para Pan Am Games.......
The games are coming and it has 
been an exciting time for the 

opportunity where the University of 
Toronto Scarborough Campus and 
community can get involved.
Meetings quietly over the summer 
months have been taking place to set 
expectations & parameters of what 
part the Positive Space Committee 
and St. Mark’s United Church could 
be in representing the Pride House 
during the Pan Am Games 2015.
The Pride House UTSC Committee 
had meeting representation from 
St. Mark’s with Mary Ethel Morton, 
Kathy Lisle and Rob Burridge. 
Members of St. Mark’s have 
encouraged two major community 
associations to join this planning 
group. Both have shown keen 
interest for this community for 
September trainings sessions as well 
scheduled meetings.
It is hoped that St. Mark’s United 
Church will be a voice in the 
community, a place for spiritual 
expression, a place to grow a 
relationship, as well as a Hospitality 
Host for the athletes, family and 
friends one evening during the  
Pan Am Games.



SUMMER FOOD BANK DONATIONS
On behalf of the Outreach Ministry Team, I would like to thank the 
congregation for the very generous food and financial gifts throughout the 
summer. Our Can-A-Day Food Drive was a success as it had surpassed non-
perishable foods collected last summer. In addition to this, the Outreach 
Team, during the summer months, provided quality food products to the 
food bank such as 300 boxes of dry cereal, 300 litres of 2% bag milk, and 
over 300 boxes of Kraft Dinner. St. Mark’s commitment to help those less 
fortunate was sincerely and greatly appreciated. The community with its 
growing daily food needs and the school breakfast programs puts a high 
increase in demand for food products. Donations of food are always down 
at this time of year and the food bank looks forward to our commitment to 
those less fortunate.

Our donations provided, in each case, food items to 300 families throughout 
the summer. We are truly blessed and have the opportunity to share with 
those less fortunate and to make improvements in our neighbourhood.

THE HELEN JONES’ 
LIBRARY
By: Karen Wigle

Have you visited our library recently? 
It is located in the Friendship 
Room, just past the coatrack. 
There was a big change you might 
not have noticed if you were away 
this summer. Sandra Giles Byrne,  
Helen’s daughter, generously donated 
another bookshelf. Thanks to Paul 
and Ken Niece it was installed in 
July. It is a most welcome addition 
as we had run out of shelf space to 
display many of our books. 
Our collection features a wide range 
of reading material, from fiction 
to contemporary social issues, life 
transitions, theology, and worship and 
program resources. The September 
FREE BOOK TO TAKE HOME  
is the 2011 Governor General’s 
Award Winner “The Sisters Brothers” 
by Patrick DeWitt. It won several 
other literary prizes and was a Man  
Booker Finalist.
The Guildwood Tearoom and Café 
has been open less than a year but it 
has quickly established an enviable 

reputation. It is a very pleasant 
spot to enjoy lunch. Bring a friend 
(my definition of a friend includes 
a good book) and be sure to try 
the lemon meringue layer cake. 
It is often busy so you may want 
to call for a reservation. They are 
located at 123 Guildwood Parkway, 
Unit 110A, in the plaza with the 
Value Mart and the Guildwood 
City of Toronto library branch. The 
telephone number is 647-352-3699.

If you donate books to the library, 
don’t forget to leave me your name 
so I can include a St. Mark’s Library 
donor bookplate.



CONNECT TO THE  
WIDER CHURCH  
THROUGH THE OBSERVER
Over the past year or so at St Mark’s we have been 
focusing on ways to build relationships and the 
United Church’s magazine the Observer is a valuable 
resource to help us connect with the Wider Church. 
The United Church of Canada publishes the Observer 
which provides articles on Faith, Ethics, justice and 
Living, as well as information about United Churches 
across Canada. 

It’s time to renew or start a subscription to the 
United Church OBSERVER for the coming year! 
Take a moment to consider the value of this offering 
and if you already receive the Observer or would like 
to begin, please let Carol know if you would like a 
subscription for 2014-2015.

The annual subscription fee is $20.00 (taxes incl). 

Please call Carol at the office at 416-439-8623  
or email her at carol@st-marks.ca by Friday,  
October 7th to let her know if you would like  
to receive the Observer. 

The fee can be enclosed in an envelope indicating 
what it is for and mailed to the Church or it may  
be put on the offering plate.

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY
By: Alissa duHasky

Our family had a very busy summer packing and moving 
to a new home, it was exciting yet draining. It struck me 
how easy it is to be busy, to be busy planning, doing, 
reviewing, recovering but yet it’s hard to find time to just 
be. To sit on your deck and enjoy the garden you have 
worked so hard on, to just be still and let your children 
tell you in great detail about their new video game, to 
spend time with your bible.
My goal this fall to spend more time enjoying my children, 
to realize it will take time to make our new house a home 
and to spend more time digging deeper into the Word.
This matches my goals for Sunday School this year. I 
now know the kids and teachers, we have a great new 
curriculum and we have a chance to grow together as we 
study Gods word.

GOODS, SERVICES 
& TALENTS 2014
WHAT?  An auction of Goods, 

Services and Talents & 
Dinner sponsored by 
the Social Committee

WHEN?  Saturday, Oct 18, 2014 
Dinner at 5:30 ($10.00) 
Auction at 7:00 
(preview at 6:30)

WHERE?   St. Mark’s  
United Church

Can you donate goods, services, 
and talents for auctioning? Here 
are some ideas
   •  Host a dinner
   •  Donate half a dozen bottles  

of homemade wine
   •  Custom knit or crochet a 

sweater
   •  Decorate a birthday cake
   •  Donate a gift certificate
   •  Donate your cottage for a  

week or weekend
Please fill in the form on the 
website by Oct 5, 2014 at  
http://st-marks.ca/index.php/gst2014

OR fill in a form and drop it off at 
the church by Oct 5, 2014

Any questions? Call Kathryn 
Moase or e-mail gst@st-marks.ca

GST AUCTION


