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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Welcome Back to another ex-
citing year of ministry at St. Mark’s!  Sep-
tember often brings with it a dichotomy of 
feelings…sorrow that summer is over… 
but…anticipation and excitement of what 
is to come!  I must say that I am looking 
forward to what lies ahead for us in minis-
try this year. 

My summer was great!  It was busy, but it 
was great.  I spent two weeks down at 
Drew University doing two courses for my 
D. Min. Program, one on Brief Pastoral 
Care which was really interesting, and the 
second looking at the Methods & Practice 
for my project that we will be working on 
together starting in January.  It was really 
neat to be back on campus in residence for 
two weeks, and although it was really hot 
in residence, the campus is called ‘the 
forest’ with huge trees and lots of shade.  
It reminded me of residence life so many 
years ago, but I just felt so old… 

I am really excited about working with the 
congregation on conversations around 
what we think it means to be a Progres-
sive… Inclusive… and Life Affirming Chris-
tian Community of faith.  The plan (which 
might still change) will have five evenings 
of conversation as we talk about our 
faith… What does it do? - What doesn’t it 
do?  What is the point or value? These 
conversations will take place over five eve-
nings looking at the specific subjects of 
Prayer, Worship, Sacraments, Communion 
& Baptism, Sin & Confession, with the final 
evening conversation about what it means 
for us to be Progressive… Inclusive… & Life 
Affirming.  This all happens through the 
lens of looking at prayer.  My title at this 
point is “How do you pray, after you say, I 
don’t believe?”  When you read a scripture 
that you struggle with, how do you identify 

it as still having value?  What language and 
imagery can you still draw from it as ‘grist’ 
for prayer?  It is my hope that participants 
take the time to write up a prayer or two 
after each evening that we could use in 
worship at St. Mark’s.  Although this pro-
ject is a requirement for my course, I al-
ready have 5 more conversations thought 
about for the following year for us to 
deepen our conversations about faith.  I’m 
really looking forward to the whole pro-
cess.  When the project finishes in May, I 
then have year to write my dissertation… It 
feels like a lot to do, but I am quite excit-
ed! 

We have some interesting things booked 
for this year with Samira Kanji as our anni-
versary speaker, Alissa duHasky joining us 
as our Sunday School coordinator and Glen 
Greenwood leading a 6 week conversation 
entitled “Dare to Study the Bible”, a con-
versation with some members of the 
board with the United Church of Canada’s 
“Comprehensive Review”, Spiritual Growth 
sessions monthly, the Welcome back BBQ, 
a wine tasting, the turkey dinner and all 
that ‘stuff’ that makes us a church, while 
still taking real time as a community of 
faith to gather for worship.  I am looking 
forward to what is to come!  St. Mark’s has 
so many wonderful opportunities to con-
nect with folks.   

This week, I am so excited to be getting 
ready for the wedding of Kimberley-Robyn 
& Aakilah, we are having an African Drum-
mer to gather the community, a First Na-
tions Elder to do a smudging ceremony to 
both prepare the sanctuary, and bless the 
people gathered as well as Sikh elder to do 
the blessing of the couple.  Their bulletin 
cover has on it Ik Onkar Jap:  One god one 
people. (Sikh prayer)  What a statement of  

Events at a Glance! 

Sept. 15th – 11am: Sunday Service 
Sept. 16th–  7pm: Water Colour Clas-

ses start (weekly) 
Sept. 19th– Blue Jays Trip—5:30pm 
Sept. 21st – Welcome Back BBQ

(5:30pm) 
Sept. 22nd– 11am: Sunday Service 
Sept. 29th– 11am: Sunday Service 
October 6th  11am: Sunday Service 

Worldwide Communion 
 12pm: Dare to Study the 

Bible (1st Session) 
October 13th  11am: Thanksgiving 

"The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors into windows.” ~ Sydney Harris 

faith.  It is so neat to be planning a wed-
ding with people from our congregation.  
I’m even going to wear my rainbow batik 
stole for the service! 

Yesterday was the ‘first day back’ the 
place was full, we needed to set up more 
chairs, we received the form for the bap-
tism from Abigail Chrissikos (daughter to 
Don & Christine) that we will do in No-
vember, and after the service I had a 
moment for a prayer of blessing for Ken 
and Annette Diamond as they approach 
their due date, big brother Nicholas is 
excited too! 

We are a community of life.  We are a 
community of faith.  We are a communi-
ty of hope. 

I give thanks you are all a part of this 
community we call home. 

See you soon! 
     Paul 

From the minister’s desk… Paul Hutchison 

http://www.st.-marks.ca
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Fall Greetings from the Board Chair 
 

Welcome back everyone!  I hope you had an enjoyable 
summer.  As I write this, it is a record high, such is our 
crazy weather! 

I hope you had a chance to relax, take a break and enjoy 
your summer.  Mine was rather hectic, as I tried to tie off 
the ends of my 33 year career in the Parks Operations 
Department at the City of Markham.  Much has changed 
in that time; the population is now over 300,000, so it 
has come into its own as a big city.  I will miss the many 
people I have worked with, the staff, the Councillors and 
the many residents.  I was honoured to work with many 
community groups and together, we made a difference.  I 
know I can always go back and visit the parks, and it is 
always so wonderful to see how the trees have matured 
over time. 

It is very much the same at St. Mark’s, we are a wonder-
ful faith community that works together and grows to-
wards a common good.  I hope that you will take the 
time to get to know someone you haven’t spoken to be-
fore, and welcome those who are new.  A great oppor-
tunity is at our Welcome Back BBQ on Saturday, Septem-
ber 21, on the equinox!  This is being hosted by the 
Board members, so please speak to them and they can 
tell you what they have planned for their ministry teams. 

I also want to welcome Alissa duHasky as our new Sun-
day school coordinator.  Her enthusiasm is contagious, so 
please say hello and help her find her way.  I am sure she 
is looking forward to hearing your stories and ideas. 

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Golf Day and 
the Walk have come and gone.  Thanks to all who 
worked hard to organize these events, it takes many 
months of planning, and it is always good when people 
come together in God’s name. 

I hope that St. Mark’s will bring you inspiration, time for 
reflection and thought, add to your faith journey and  
while you  have some fun with your fellow members.  I 
know I am looking forward to having a bit more time for 
St. Mark’s activities. 

Yours in faith, 

Karen Boniface. 

55th Anniversary Guest Speaker 
 
Great news!  Samira Kanji has kindly accepted our invita-
tion to be our guest preacher for our anniversary service on 
Sunday October 20th where we will celebrate both our 55th 
anniversary, and 30 years in our building.  Samira is the 
President of the Noor Cultural Centre in Don Mills, an Is-
lamic community.  As a part of the Toronto Southeast Pres-
bytery, we first met Samira when the plenary met in their 
beautiful building.  (By the way...it is interesting to note 
that before Noor purchased the property, it was the Japa-
nese Cultural Centre,...they needed more space.)  Samira 
spoke to our Presbyters and was a wonderful host, a wom-
an of wisdom and understanding.  At the last convocation 
at Emmanuel College one of the doctoral honorees, Jim 
Kirkwood, spoke to ways people of all faiths can mend the 
world. This is one tangible way we can, as a parish, and as a 
denomination, do this.  Here is a quote from the home 
page of the Noor Cultural Centre website 
www.noorculturalcentre.ca: 
  

Qur’an 49.13: We have created you male and fe-

male, and have made you into nations and tribes, 

in order that you might come to know one another. 

In the sight of God the noblest among you is the 

one who is most deeply conscious of God. 

This is not the first prominent Muslim leader we have had 

as a guest speaker.  Some of you may recall we had the 

blessing of hosting Raheel Raza, a prominent member of 

her faith tradition.  (To learn more about her, just Google 

Raheel's name.) 

The United Church and St. Mark's have always been at the 

forefront of progressive leadership: our calling has never 

changed, we are to "seek justice, love kindness and walk 

humbly with our God."  We were the first progressive/

inclusive parish in Scarborough Presbytery and, as you may 

know, there are only 27 in Ontario.  One prominent visitor I 

recall said that we were at least one generation ahead of 

the rest of United Church.  As well, having Samira as our 

guest is in the best tradition of St. Mark's.  Who knows 

where this link will lead...imagine the possibilities! 

Blessings, 

Glen Greenwood, member of the Worship Ministry Team 

Congratulations! 
To Karen on her retirement after 33 years of making 
the Town of Markham a much greener and more 
beautiful place to live for its residents!  We wish her 
many years of all the blessings of health and joy that 
retirement will bring in her new life! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.noorculturalcentre.ca
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within 
The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has eval-
uated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the life 
and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation are explored, particularly, though 
not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

Spiritual Growth Evenings 

The Christian Education Team invites you to attend 
our next Spiritual Growth evenings on Tuesday Octo-
ber 1st and Tuesday November 5th from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
We will be exploring the book The Cup of Our Life by 
Joyce Rupp. In it the author encourages us to find 
twenty minutes a day to pray for six weeks. And to 
help us with that she has provided a simple plan. 
There are activities for each day. But don’t let that 
daunt you. As you will see when you look at the 
book this is not an onerous task.  

In the introduction Ms. Rupp writes: “The ordinari-
ness of the cup reminds me that my personal trans-
formation occurs in the common crevices of each 
day. The cup has been a reminder of my spiritual 
thirst. In the cup I see life, with its emptiness, fullness, brokenness, flaws and 
blessings.”  

The themes for the six weeks are: The Cup of Life, The Open Cup, The Chipped 
Cup, The Broken Cup, The Cup of Compassion and The Blessing Cup.  

St. Mark’s United has purchased 11 copies for people to use. But if you don’t 
have time to get the readings done you are still encouraged to come to one or 
both of the evenings. The evening will begin with time to centre ourselves in-
cluding an agape meal. Then around the sanctuary we will have three of the 
topics setup to explore. So, choose a cup and join us. For more information 
please contact Leslie.  

DARING TO STUDY THE BIBLE  

Sunday, October 6th, we will begin a Bible study program.  This is a UC 
program for those with little or no Biblical background, or those who 
wish to become reacquainted with the Bible.  (Having said that I would 
hasten to add that regardless of your acquaintance with the Bible, we 
can all benefit from each other's wisdom and understanding.)  A good 
guide for our Endeavour may be the words of Socrates, "As for me, all 
that I know is that I know nothing."  We will meet every two weeks for 
one hour.  Meetings will be right after church, bring along a lunch and 
BYOB...[bring your own Bible.]  We will meet in the kitchen, (Lord willing 
and we able.) 

For those who are interested you can see our program guide by going 
to the UCC website www.united-church.ca then type in search : "Daring 
to Study the Bible."    

Pax vobiscum, [peace be with you] 

It’s time to renew your subscrip-

tion to the United Church OB-

SERVER for the coming year!   

If you already receive the Observ-

er, please let Carol know if you 

would like to renew your subscrip-

tion.    

If the Observer is new to you, it is 

a magazine published by the Unit-

ed Church of Canada providing you 

with articles on Faith, Ethics, Jus-

tice and Living, as well as infor-

mation about United Churches 

across Canada.   

Please let Carol know if you would 

like a subscription for 2013/2014. 

The annual subscription fee is 

$20.00 (HST/GST included).    

Please call Carol at the office at 

416-439-8623 or e-mail her 

at  carol@st-marks.ca  by Friday, 

October 4th to let her know if you 

would like to receive the Observ-

er.  

The fee can be enclosed in an en-

velope indicating what it is for and 

mailed to the Church or it may be 

put on the offering plate. 

http://www.united-church.ca
mailto:carol@st-marks.ca
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Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team has put St. Mark's on a "Fiscal Diet"!  

Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team 

We are recommending to the Board that all unnecessary spending be curtailed, and that each Ministry Team 

take full financial responsibility in spending as little as possible from now until the end of the year. 

You will all note that we are in a serious deficit situation, and are all trying to come up with  creative ways to 

help offset this deficit.  Please...if anyone has thoughts on how to do this...please contact Mary Ethel at:   

morton@sympatico.ca or Karen Boniface  bkboniface@gmail.com. 

Whatever you can do to help will reap the blessings from all of our church family.  Spread the word!             

St. Mark's is a wonderful place and we want to be here for another 55 years! 

...God gave us gifts for a reason, and we are called to use them.  When we put our gifts into action we are ex-

pressing gratitude to God and offering back all that we have and all that we are. 

2013 BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE  

Thank you to all those have donated back packs.  At this time we have nine (9) completed bags.  

We have 4 bags remaining and need the following to complete them:  2 lunch bags; 4 water bottles; 4 three 
ring binders; 2 rulers; 2 pencil sharpeners; 4 erasers; 4 small calculators; 4 boxes of coloured pencils. 

Your support is really appreciated.  

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Monday Night WaterColour  

Classes at St. Mark’s! 

If you’ve ever wanted to dab-
ble in the arts here’s your 
opportunity! 

Melinda’s art class has some 
openings at the moment. 

Join a fun, enlightening watercolour class and 
learn not only techniques of painting in this vi-
brant, fresh, medium but also learn how to see 
better than ever. If this is something you’ve al-
ways wondered if you could do, now is your op-
portunity to find out that you can! 

Watercolour Classes at St Mark’s United Church, 

115 Orton Park Rd (Orton Park just north of Law-
rence) 

Monday evenings 7:00 pm – 9:30 pm 

5 week session $95 (includes HST) or pay as you 
go $25/class  

Please Note: This is a “seed project” and a 
percentage of the proceeds go to St Mark’s  

Next Session: Monday, September 16th to Mon-
day, October 21sr 

(Note: no class on Thanksgiving Monday) 

This class is suitable for beginners and interme-
diate dabblers in watercolour. 

You will be encouraged & assisted at this enjoya-
ble, relaxing night out. 

Life is short go for it! 

Check out your instructor’s (Melinda Calway) 
website at www.timelessgraphics.ca 

Or Contact Melinda at 
melinda@timelessgraphics.ca 

St. Mark’s Water Bottles 
RE-DUCE – Garbage 

RE-USE able drinking bottle 

Available Now $20.00 

Only 15 left 
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NURSING FOOT CARE CLINIC AT ST. MARK’S 

On Monday, September 30th from 3:00PM to 6:00 PM St. Mark’s will be holding a 
Nursing Foot Care Clinic.     

Aakilah Ade, R.N., CHPCH, is doing this work as a “Seed Project” to help raise funds 
for St. Mark’s.    

Please call the Church office (416-439-8623) Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day between 9:00 and 1:00 to make an appointment.   

If there is no one in the office, leave your name and number and someone will return 
your call.  

These clinics will continue on a monthly basis - generally the last Monday of each 
month. 

Fall Welcome Back BBQ 

September 21st @ 5:30 pm 

The Church Board invites you to St. Mark's An-
nual Welcome Back BBQ to be held on Satur-
day, September 21st at 5:30 PM, downstairs at 
the Church. 

Please join us for fellowship and good food. 

There will be a BBQ dinner and lots of time to visit with each 

other and with our staff. 

 

 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Jeffrey Dale's Farewell 

On June 23rd, we celebrated Jeff’s three years at St. Mark’s as our Minister 
of Christian Education and Youth, and bid him a fond farewell. 

Karen Boniface (Board Chair) and Art Nicholson (Chair, Christian Education 
Ministry Team) presented him with a St. Mark’s plaque. 

Jeff is pictured with Karen and Art at the presentation and the words that 
were on the back of the plaque are reproduced below. 

 

We thank you for your in-
sightful, guiding, thought pro-
voking, gentle, visioning, char-
acter building, emotionally 
sharing teaching. 

We thank you for sharing your 
faith and enthusiasm. 

We thank you for your outlook 
on the environment, social is-
sues, gender equality, and Ab-
original rights. 

We thank you for the  awe-
some outings and special eve-
nings, memorable Christmas 
Pageants, Children’s’ Times, 
Not your Grandma’s Bible 

Study, Sunday Services done with compassion, many  meetings success-
fully facilitated, work with Presbytery and Government Officials. 

As former moderator Mardi Tindal put it… for “Getting into the right kind 
of trouble.” 

We wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright. 
We wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun more. 

We wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive. 

We wish you enough pain so that the smallest joys in life appear much 
bigger. 

We wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting. 

We wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess. 

We wish enough “Hellos” to get you through the final “Goodbye.” 

You are not alone… 

With Love, 

Your St. Mark’s Family 

 

St. Mark’s 2013-2014 Times & 
Events Schedule and Phone   

Directory 
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Paul and Carol have recently com-
pleted  a new times and events schedule 
for coming year.  Copies are available at 
the church. 

This booklet is reversible and includes an 
updated phone directory for the congre-
gation with names, address, phone and 
email.  Through contacts made to the 
congregation, Carol is maintaining a list 
of individuals that would rather not have 
their information included in the directo-
ry. 

Please note that this booklet is for inter-
nal use only to be used for the work and 
ministry of this congregation.

The times and events calendar on the St. 
Mark’s web site has been updated with 
the information in the booklet. If you 
know of any dates that effect St. Mark’s 
folks, please make sure to submit the 
dates to Carol in the office to have them 
included in the Times & Events on the 
web site. 

The Worship Team would 
like to thank the people who 
provided thoughtful messages in both 
words and music in the summer ser-
vices.  Thanks to Debbie Maunder, 
Carol Caise and Mary Ethel Morton, 
Jeffrey Dale, Trevor White, Judy Lung, 
Karen and Bart Boniface and Rob 
Peck.  Thanks also to Michael 
Gomiega and Judy Lung for their in-
spiring musical contributions this 
summer.  We appreciate the many 
talents our congregation has to offer. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

