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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

A new year begins again at St. Mark’s 
and it looks already to be another full 
year of ministry opportunities for the 
congregation.   

September 1st marked the beginning of 
a new music ministry at St. Mark’s with 
the arrival of Judy Lung as our new Di-
rector of Music.  This will be another 
transition for a congregation that has 
had many to work through in the past 
few years.  One of my favourite hymn 
lines by Fred Green in the Hymn When 
in Our Music God is Glorified says “let 
all rejoice who have a voice to raise”!  
And may God give us faith to sing al-
ways.  I love music and its power to 
inspire and raise us up.  I look forward 
to this new beginning for this congre-
gation. 

This year, as we look into visioning the 
future directions for this congregation, 
there are many exciting pieces for us 
to share together, but, there are also 
some tougher pieces that we need to 
work our way through as well.  This 
congregation seems very much to be 
an amalgamated congregation, but, it 
as an unofficial joining. This is a year to 
hear and share more stories of our 
faith to articulate what is most impor-
tant to us in this combined community 
of faith. We need to spend some real 
time on this in the months to come.  I 
am very grateful for Jeffrey’s leader-
ship with the visioning team so that we 
can all participate.  What are the  

Events at a Glance! 
Sept. 9th – 11am: Sunday Service 
Sept. 10th–  Art Classes Start 
 (7pm) 
Sept. 15th – Welcome Back BBQ

(5:30pm) 
Sept. 13th– Board Meeting (7pm) 
Sept. 16th– 11am: Sunday Service 
Sept. 23rd– 11am: Sunday Service  
Sept. 27th– Blue Jays Trip—Bus 

Leaves @ 5:30pm 
Sept.30th- 11am: Covenanting Ser-

vice for Music Director 
October 7th—11am: Thanksgiving &  

Worldwide Communion 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of 
events www.st-marks.ca > About Us 
> Calendar  

TheSeptemberMemo
"The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors into windows.” ~ Sydney Harris 

From the Minister’s Desk – Paul Hutchison 

important pieces you bring to this 
community of faith?  Where are our 
strongest ministry opportunities 
within the congregation to be found?  
Where are our strongest ministry op-
portunities within the community to 
be found?  Folks from the two congre-
gations hold very different ideas 
around an operating ethos or style for 
administration.  

How do we articulate a guiding princi-
ple in decision making that holds us as 
a community and as individuals in a 
safe and caring environment that is 
both safe and challenging?  What do 
you feel about our worship – educa-
tion – outreach – communications – 
finances & stewardship – property – 
social – etc.,  There are going to be 
some very significant pieces underway 
this year.  We need to participate fully, 
openly, honestly that together we can 
be united in who we are in ministry at 
St. Mark’s.  Then... we can look to 
making some strategic planning deci-
sions for our future. 

This summer we lost one of our char-
ter members of the congregation and 
St. Mark’s will not be the same with-
out the smile, energy and love of 
Stewart Axford.    I’ll offer the quote I 
used at his funeral…  Don’t cry be-
cause it’s over; smile because it hap-
pened. We give thanks for the gift of 
his life and his ministry here over 
more than half a century… and smile. 

May we take the time to feel again 
the presence of our God that walks 
with us with every step and every 
breath, and may we remember in the 
midst of our journey into a new year, 
that wherever that path may lead us, 
that we are not alone.  Thanks be to 
God! 

     Paul 

http://www.st.-marks.ca
http://www.st.-marks.ca
http://www.st.-marks.ca/
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Greetings from the Board Chair 
Karen Boniface - Board Chair 

I hope each of you had a good summer.  A highlight for 
us was seeing both our children, Krista and Daniel gradu-
ate from university last June.  Thank goodness they were-
n’t on the same day!  They were proud moments, and 
more emotionally draining that I expected.  Ask either 
Bart or I sometime about the deep fired mars bars after 
Krista’s graduation! 

As with anyone looking for a job these days, they are 
having a tough time, facing significant life changes in a 
difficult job market.  If you have loved ones in a similar 
situation, I certainly can feel for you. 
 

We did have some opportunities for friend and family 
time, and time at our cottage which we treasure. 

Please take the time to welcome Judy Lung, our new mu-
sic director. She hopes to expand or musical horizons, 
and will be looking forward to get to know you, and hear 
where the music will take us in our spiritual journeys. 

As the nights are cooling down (can you believe it’s Sep-
tember!), we are again going through changes.  This is a 
good time to reflect on what were highlights and chal-
lenges of your summer.  I find it helps to recognize where 
you are and focus on where you are going. 
s 
St Mark’s as well is reflecting and planning.  Our Visioning 
Team has met a few times over the summer.  Jeff Dale 
has stepped forward to chair this important new ad hoc 
ministry team.  As time goes on you will hear about the 
different ways we are thinking of receiving your input.  
We want to hear from you on what you value about St. 
Mark’s and hear about your ideas and visions.  Stay 
tuned! 

The property team had also been very busy over the 
summer putting in new windows into the activity rooms.  
Check them out, they look great, and give a more open 
feeling for the rooms. 

You may have noticed some rocks and construction fenc-
ing in front of the church.  We had applied for and re-
ceived City of Toronto Public Realm funding, and the 
rocks serve as a resting spot for pedestrians.  We will also 
receive some daffodils that we will plant in the grass, 
similar to those in the Curran Hall Park. 

There is also a new bed of black eyed Susan wildflowers 
at the back entrance.  The seeds were a gift from Mardi 
Tindal, our past moderator, and every church across Can-
ada received them, to connect ourselves and the earth.  

We also invite you to the welcome back barbecue on Sat-
urday September 15 at 5:30 p.m., hosted by the board.    
I look forward to seeing you then. 

Goods, Services & Talents 2012 

WHAT? An auction of Goods,  

  Services and Talents 

    & 

  Dinner sponsored by  

  the Social Committee 

WHEN? Saturday, October 13, 2012 

  Dinner at 5:30 pm ($10.00) 

  Auction at 7:00 (preview at 6:30 pm 

  Supervised child care with movies 

WHERE? St. Mark’s United Church 

 

Can you donate goods, services, and talents for 

auctioning? 

Here are some ideas: 

Host a dinner 

Donate half  a dozen bottles of  homemade wine 

Custom knit or crochet a sweater 

Decorate a birthday cake 

Donate a gift certificate 

Donate your cottage for a week or weekend 

Please fill in the form on the website at  

 http://st-marks.ca/index.php/gst-2012 

 

OR fill in a form and drop it off  at the 

church. 

 

Any questions?  Call Kathryn Moase or e-

mail gst@st-marks.ca 

http://www.st-marks.ca/


3 

St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has evaluated its openness to the ongo-
ing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a 
part of the congregation are explored, particularly, though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

Christian Education    

Ministry Team Meetings 

 

September 17th @ 7pm 

& 

October 15th @ 7pm 

 

I’m Just Thinking... 

“I’m on the edge of glory, and I’m 

hanging on to a moment of truth.” 

– Lady Gaga 

     This summer was a busy summer 
of traveling all over the country. I 
was at Atlantic School of Theology in 
Halifax for two weeks, in Milverton 
at my parents for a week, I stage 
managed sold-out fringe hit on 
Spadina Ave for two weeks, I saw A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream in 
Brampton and Hirsh in Stratford, 
and spent a weekend in Sauble 
Beach. The list could go and on, but 
most importantly it was a summer 
of rejuvenated strength within my-
self. I learnt the importance of inter-
generational learning, the impor-
tance of taking a stand, but most 
importantly being you in the face of 
adversity.  I bring back to St. Mark’s 
a bag filled with learning, learning 
that stretches far beyond anything 
the eye can see. This fall we will be 
probing into our faith through spiri-
tual growth, we will be exploring 
our faith questions in bible study, 
and hearing about the wonderful 
work M&S does in the church in 
Sunday School.  

         Jeffrey Dale 

Spiritual Growth 

Tuesdays 7 pm – 8:30 pm 

September 25th, October 9th, 23rd,        

November 13th, 20th, December 4th 

The topics of each evening range from 
the power of prayer and meditation, our 
connection to the spirit, and journeying 
through life. Each evening will include a 
prayerful time of reflection as well as 
activities, worship, and exercises.  

For more information see Leslie Wright 
or Jeffrey.  

A brochure is available on the CE Bul-
letin Board and will be emailed out to 
the congregation.  

Youth Canoeing Trip 

September 21st – 23rd 

Camp Big Canoe 

Grades 6 to 12 

See Jeffrey for more details. 

A joint trip with Leaside United 

Church. 

Bible Study Group 

Beginning September 18th, throughout 

the fall the lunchtime Bible Study 

group will meet from 12 pm – 1 pm 

every Tuesday. This year we will be 

working through the workbook 

“Exploring Faith Questions: Journeys 

of Spirituality and Discovery” by Anne 

Martin, and published by UCRD. Come 

for the conversation, and stay for the 

community building. For more infor-

mation contact Jeffrey.  

Sunday School 

Looking Inward.  

Looking Outward.  

Looking Around. 

Character Education  

Citizenship. Compassion. Self-

Discipline. Responsibility. Integrity. 

Respect. Honesty. Fairness. Persever-

ance. Trustworthiness.  

This fall the Sunday School will take a 

a week to each topic, and see how 

Character Education fits into our lives 

and relates to the stories of the bible 

and of Jesus.  

Each week we will also tell a story 

about how Mission and Service is 

working in local congregations and 

ministries, communities, nation and 

world. All Sunday School offering from 

the fall will go to the Mission and Ser-

vice Fund. To pick up M&S offering 

envelopes please see Jeffrey.  
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The Worship Team 
would like to thank the 
many people who provided 
thoughtful messages in the 
summer services. Thanks to Mary 
Ethel, Karen and Bart Boniface, 
Trevor White, Neville Jacobs, and Rob 
Peck. Thanks also to Geoff Conquer 
and Michael Gomiega for their inspir-
ing musical contributions this sum-
mer. We appreciate the many talents 
our congregation has to offer. 

WATERCOLOUR CLASSES 

 

Join a fun, 
enlightening 
watercolour 
class and learn 
not only tech-
niques of paint-
ing in this vibrant, fresh, medium but also 
learn how to see better than ever. If this 
is something you’ve always wondered if 
you could do, now is your opportunity to 
find out that you can! 

Watercolour Classes at St Mark’s United 
Church, 

115 Orton Park Rd (Orton Park just north 
of Lawrence) 

Monday evening 7:00 pm – 9:30 pm 

5 week session $95 (includes HST) 

Next Session: Monday, September 17th to 
Monday, October 22nd 

(no class on Thanksgiving Monday) 

This class is suitable for beginners and 
intermediate dabblers in watercolour. 

You will be encouraged & assisted at this 
enjoyable, relaxing night out. 

Life is short go for it! 

Check out your instructor’s (Melinda Cal-
way) website at 
www.timelessgraphics.ca 

Or Contact Melinda at 
melinda@timelessgraphics.ca 

Financial position heading into the last quarter of the year 
Finance and Stewardship Team 

The statement below shows the financial position for St. Mark’s up to the 
end of July.  Thanks in large part to the $5,000 that was raised at the yard 
sale in June, which was not in the budget, the deficit has not increased over 
the summer.  As of the end of July, the deficit was $11,097. 

The Congregation should also be aware that the Trustees provided a loan of 
$5,000 from the funds held by the Trustees to ensure that the Treasurer 
could meet our financial obligations over the summer.  Without that loan, 
our liabilities would have exceeded our current assets.  The hope is that the 
loan can be repaid, to avoid further depleting the limited funds held by the 
Trustees. 

Our offerings should be at about 58% of budget at this point in the year and 
they are sitting at 53%, which is pretty close.  We have to keep in mind that 
even if the offerings come in at the amount predicted in the budget, it 
would still mean a deficit of over $27,000, unless some expenses come in 
under budget.  Since we are very good at budgeting expenses at St. Mark’s, 
we have to continue to look for ways to let those in the community know 
about the good things happening at St. Mark’s so more people can experi-
ence the journey of faith happening at St. Mark’s. 

St Mark’s income & expenses to July 31, 2012 

Outreach News 
G B Little are looking for volunteers to assist with preparing snacks and/or 
listening to kids read.  
The commitment would be 1 or 2 hrs per week & requires a police check - 
the cost of which will be covered by the Outreach Ministry budget.  
Please contact Mary Ethel ASAP! 
Thanks.  

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Open call for singers! 

Love singing? Share your talents and make 

a joyful noise each week with the St. Mark's 

choir. Join us this September for a series of 

rehearsals to get acquainted, sing some 

favourites and learn something new. 
 

 

Sunday, Sep 9 at 10:00am - Getting to know you, Part 1 

An opportunity to meet with one another and sing some well-known 

and well-loved hymns. Be prepared to suggest a favourite hymn from 

Voices United or More Voices. 
 

Sunday, Sep 16 at 10:00am - Getting to know you, Part 2 

An opportunity to meet with one another and sing some well-known 

and well-loved hymns. Be prepared to suggest a favourite hymn from 

Voices United or More Voices. 
 

Sunday, Sep 23 at 9:30am - Music reading session 

An informal opportunity to take a look at some choral anthems and ar-

rangements, perhaps even a couple for the Advent/Christmas season! 
 

Sunday, Sep 30 at 9:30am - Choir practice 

 

For more information, get in touch with Judy at judy@st-marks.ca 

 

Music  Director's Bio 

Judy Lung is thrilled to be joining St. Mark's United Church as Music Di-
rector. As the former music director at Mount Dennis UC (West To-
ronto), Cawthra Park UC (Mississauga) and St. David's Presbyterian 
Church (Scarborough), Judy brings a passion for challenging, inspiring 
and cultivating musicianship among choirs and congregations. She is a 
firm believer in the transformative power of music and is committed to 
encouraging others to engage more fully with the talents they have 
been blessed with. Judy is an accomplished pianist, having received her 
A.R.C.T. in Piano Performance, and is also an enthusiastic student of the 
organ, cello, and the human voice. She enjoys and explores a broad 
range of musical styles and periods and is especially fond of re-arranging 
traditional music in untraditional ways to reveal new meanings, stories 
and perspectives. Outside of her music career, Judy works in entertain-
ment PR. 

St. Mark’s  Times 
& Events Sched-
ule/Phone Direc-
tory 
Rev. Paul and Carol have recently completed  
a new times and events schedule for coming 
year.  Copies are available at the church. 

This booklet is reversible and includes an 
updated phone directory for the congrega-
tion with names, address, phone and email.  
Through contacts made to the congregation, 
Carol is maintaining a list of individuals that 
would rather not have their information in-
cluded in the directory. 

Please note that this booklet is for internal 
use only to be used for the work and ministry 
of this congregation.    

The times and events calendar on the St. 
Mark’s web site has been updated with the 
information in the booklet. If you know of 
any dates that effect St. Mark’s folks, please 
make sure to submit the dates to Carol in the 
office to have them included in the Times & 
Events on the web site. 

It’s time to renew your subscription to the 
United Church OBSERVER for the coming 
year!  If you already receive the Observer, 
please let Carol know if you would like to 
renew your subscription.    

If the Observer is new to you, it is a magazine 
published for the past 183 years by the 
United Church of Canada providing you with 
articles on Faith, Ethics, Justice and Living, as 
well as information about United Churches 
across Canada.   

Please let Carol know if you would like a sub-
scription for 2011/2012. 

The annual subscription fee is $20.00 (HST/
GST included).    

Please call Carol at the office at 416-439-
8623 or e-mail her at  carol@st-marks.ca  by 
Friday, October 7th to let her know if you 
would like to receive the Observer.  

The fee can be enclosed in an envelope indi-
cating what it is for and mailed to the Church 
or it may be put on the offering plate. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:carol@st-marks.ca
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The Next Chapter                       
By Karen Wigle 

Many thanks to Rob and Julia Peck, Peggy Hall, Diane Bell, Jeffrey Dale and Paul our minister for re-

cently donating these books to the library.  I would be very surprised if you couldn’t find something 

inspiring to read in this collection of fiction and non-fiction.  Why not try one of these: 

The Boy In The Moon – Ian Brown’s award winning biography of his disabled son. 

Christianity After Religion (The End Of Church And The Birth Of A New Spiritual Awakening)  by Diana 

Butler Bass. 

The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman – a novel based on an historic event featuring the lives of four extraordinary 

women who lived 2,000 years ago in Judea.   

The Emerging Christian Way (Thoughts, Stories & Wisdom For A Faith Of Transformation) features 14 essays by leading 

writers such as Marcus Borg, Tom Harpur and Matthew Fox. 

If you like journal writing or are interested in giving it a try, here are some book suggestions: 

How To Keep A Spiritual Journal by Ronald Klug 

Who Is My God? (An Innovative Guide To Finding Your Spiritual Identity) by the editors at Skylight Paths 

The Healing Oasis (Guided Meditations For Mind, Body and Spirit) by Sharon Moon 

Inviting God In (Scriptural Reflections and Prayers Throughout The Year) by Joyce Rupp 

May I Have This Dance?  by Joyce Rupp 

Out Of The Ordinary also by Joyce Rupp 

I wandered into the In The Spirit Yoga Studio & Wine Lounge in Highland Creek because I was intrigued by their phi-
losophy of balancing wellness with some of life’s enjoyable indulgences.  Their lounge is a comfortable and relaxing 
spot for food and drink.  They often host special events here and there is a book club.  Their main focus is the teaching 
of Hatha yoga.  Peggy Hall has been taking yoga classes here and can give you more information about them.  There’s 
no espresso machine but they do serve good drip coffee.  They also have specialty teas, light lunches, wine and beer.  
Local artists display their artwork.  A selection of yoga gear, clothing and jewellery is also for sale.  Check out their web-
site inthespirityoga.com for a complete listing of classes and services.  They are located on the main street in Highland 
Creek at 376 Old Kingston Road.  They are open 7 days a week.  Call 647-352-4879 for hours. 

More of Karen’s Library columns may be found at http://www.st-marks.ca/index/ministries/christian-education/library 
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From the Property Ministry Team— Gord Maunder 

For most of us in this part of Ontario, it was a dry, humid summer - perfect for visiting, travelling, cottaging or just kick-
ing back!  Our church property, however, never seems to take a vacation.  As usual, our custodian, Peter, has done a 
fine job with keeping the lawns well maintained.  Karen and her group have maintained the gardens with their usual 
panache.  New windows have been installed - one for each of the four Sunday School rooms downstairs looking into 
the large meeting room - to provide safety for all.  Our thanks are extended to Larry Smith who arranged for the dona-
tion of the windows, and to Ruth Joyce for her generous donation to pay for the installation.  A meeting in early Sep-
tember has been arranged with Paul and Rob Peck (vice-chair of Board)  to do a walk-about to capture their thoughts 
for budget items and our to-do list.  Our first team meeting will be held on Tues., Sept 18th at 7:30 p.m.  At this time, 
the team will discuss and self-assign tasks from the "to-do" list.  We will also review all facets of the emergency exit 
plan prior to our October drill. Bettie (and Dave) have left Property in excellent shape and we join all of you in thank-
ing them for years of dedicated service  while "flying under the radar"! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

