
The Newsletter of St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G 3G9  • (416) 439-8623 www.st-marks.ca OctOber 2015 FALL EDITION

Thanksgiving

MEMO

By: Rob Peck

The theologian, Marcus Borg, concluded 
we must distinguish between the “pre-
Easter” and the “post-Easter” Jesus.

The “pre-Easter” Jesus, Borg said, was 
a Jewish peasant who lived 2000 years 
ago.  He was a charismatic speaker 
whose speech was poetic and filled 

with unique and powerful images 
and stories, often paradoxical, which 
challenged conventional wisdom.  He 
was a brilliant debater who confounded 
his detractors and he was a miraculous 
healer. His message was about the 
nature of God: God loves you; love your 
enemies; be compassionate as God is 
compassionate; forgive and you will 
be forgiven; God’s realm is open to all, 
no exclusions!  Religious life is about a 
deepening relationship with God, not 
about a life of requirements and reward.

For all of the above, he was crucified 
by the Roman authorities, and his own 
people, and died.

The “pre-Easter” Jesus, Borg said, is 
the Spirit that energized Jesus’ followers 
after his death; persuaded them that he 
was still alive and with them; and led 
many to conclude that he was God.

I don’t know if Jesus was God or not. I 
really don’t care!  What he was, in my 
opinion, was a window on God.  He 
knew God and conveyed that vision to 
his followers. I try to look at every issue 
I face through the lens of what Jesus 
would have us do.  God knows I fall 
short every day.  But every morning, I 
get up and resolve to try again.

I see signs of vibrant life everywhere 
I look in St. Mark’s.   Whatever we at 
St. Mark’s believe, and our beliefs are 
probably all unique to each of us, I feel  
you, the people of St. Mark’s have, for 
many years, like Jimmy Carter, striven 
to do whatever you can, wherever you 
are, whenever you can, for as long as 
you can with whatever you have to try 
to make a difference.

I am proud to stand with you!

Amen

By: Paul Hutchison, Minister

Welcome back! Happy Thanksgiving!
As St. Mark’s continues to gather as a 
community of faith, there is so much 
for us to be thankful for!
We give thanks to Carol for her 
faithful work in the office, for Alissa’s 
wonderful connection with the 
kids each week, for Peter’s care and 
work of looking after the property 
and Michael’s incredible gift of 
music offered. We are so lucky, as 
a church, to have such wonderful 
people supporting the journey we 

share together. But it is our journey 
too. Each person at St. Mark’s has a 
responsibility to share in the work 
of leadership responsibility in the 
congregation whether it is serving 
on a ministry team or working on 
one of the many events or services 
at St. Mark’s. How are you sharing in 
this ministry at St. Mark’s?

We are really pushing our marketing 
on Facebook this year. When you see 
something from St. Mark’s United 

Church on your timeline, please 
“LIKE” it to help spread the message. 

We have also been posting our events 
in “Snapd Magazine” and inviting 
a photographer to show up at some 
of our events to take a picture. They 
have already published photos for 
the Labyrinth walk and the knitting 
group. Check it out.
Be hopeful. Be faithful. Make a 
difference!  Paul

FrOM ThE BOard Chair …. 

FrOM ThE MinisTEr’s dEsk



ThE hElEn JOnEs’ 
liBrary
By: Karen Wigle

NEw Books

You Are Here-Around the World in 
92 Minutes. This bestseller, 
signed by astronaut author 
Chris Hadfield, features 
extraordinary photos and 
many interesting facts. 

Beautiful Joe is a true life story 
about a cruelly mutilated dog 
that is rescued by a family 
in Meaford, Ontario. This 
Canadian classic will appeal 
to readers of all ages. Many 
thanks to Karen Boniface 
for donating this copy to our 
library.

Flight Behavior by Barbara 
Kingsolver was a New York 
Times Notable Book of 2012. 
In this bestseller nominated 
for several prizes she “quietly 
questions the future of 
our fragile planet”…..”the 
scientific, financial and 
psychological intricacies of 
climate change…..creating 
images that stay with the 
reader long after her story  
is done.”

If you need help putting together 
a church service, we now have the 
Apocrypha (Years A,B,C) and the 
New Oxford Annotated Bible With  

The Apocrypha. Charlie Wardell 
kindly donated the Annotated Bible to 
the library. 

I Can’t Stop Crying It’s So Hard When 
Someone You Love Dies by Martin 
and Ferris has a rather grim sounding 
title but this book is an easy to read, 

compassionate and sensible guide “for 
all those who think they are alone….
the death of someone close…can result 
in overwhelming grief. At the same 

time, society unrealistically expects 
people to recover from grief as quickly 
as possible….. Recovery is possible only 
by taking the time to work through 
your pain…. This book will help you 
take the first steps down that road.” I 

highly recommend this book.

TAkE A Book - LEAVE A 
Book- kEEP A Book  
Did you notice our new free 
community library handily 
located behind the stone seats 
near the sidewalk? The idea for 
it came from Alissa DuHasky. 
Over the summer, my husband, 
Austin Jeffries, designed and 
built the sturdy, weather tight 
box. In September Melinda 
Calway did a superb job in 
choosing the colours and 
painting the designs. Then Ken 
Niece, Tom Stephens and Paul 
Hutchinson undertook the big 
job of digging the post hole. 
With the help of his friend 
Ted, Austin then installed the 
library.

Please take a look inside and do 
just what it says on the outside: 

Take A Book – Leave A Book – Keep A 
Book. The free library is a community 
resource we hope will encourage people 
of all ages to read.

TEE hEE TEE hEE
By: Gayle Feeney

Most of you, I am sure, have heard 
the lyrics, “It might have been the 
whiskey; it might have been the 
wine”… I can assure that at St Marks 
Annual Fall Tee it was neither. Our 
guests were so taken with the warm 
welcome and the camaraderie 
traditionally associated with St 
Marks, that I think that we should 

write our own song! As well, for 
many the shots on the course were 
secondary to the golf goody bags, 
the dozen gently used golf balls, 
the multitude of prizes available to 
everyone and of course, our BBQ. 
All of this did not happen with 
the magical blink of an eye. The 
committee itself worked very hard 
this year to plan and organize for 
our most successful event. And on 
the day of, the crew in the kitchen 

along with our BBQers did an 
amazing job of insuring that the 
Annual Fall Tee came off without a 
hitch. Many thanks 
go to all who helped 
out this year and 
know that we would 
love to have you 
and your friends 
join us on the links 
next year.



EnErgy savings 
arrivE
By: Rob Peck, Chair

At its final meeting before summer 
recess, the church Board asked Gord 
Maunder to investigate strategies 
which would significantly reduce our 
energy consumption. Gord recruited 
a team with diverse expertise (John 
Wright, Dave and Bettie MacKenzie 
and Ken Niece).

It soon became clear that not only 
were we using our baseboard electric 
heaters too much, but the heat was 
simply leaving our church through the 
old windows. Obviously this impacted 
not only meetings, but also our church 
office personnel.

A detailed plan was brought forward at 
the end of July to representatives of the 
Official Board and the Board of Trustees. 
They asked questions, made some tweaks 
and urged that it be moved forward.

Basically the plan recommended:

1.  Installing either 10 new low energy 
windows (in the Narthex and 
the Church Administrator’s and 
Minister’s offices) or 16 new low 
energy windows(those windows as 
well as the windows in the Friendship 
Room) to replace the original 
windows from 1983.

2.  Covering all remaining windows 
with plastic film and monitoring the 
energy savings over the next year or 
two ... reporting monthly to the Board 
on a comparison basis year to year.

3.  Investigating (over the next year or 
two) the most cost-effective way to 
heat the church, other than using 
electric baseboard heaters.

4.  Investigating new energy saving 
products emerging on the market for 
our remaining windows such as those 
in the basement and around the front 
and back entrances to the church.

5.  Creating a dedicated fund to finance 
these strategies.

After receiving two quotes for window 
replacement, the Board voted this 
summer to give the contract to 
Champion Windows. While both 
companies came highly recommended, 
the price Champion quoted of $8,136 
including HST for the 16 new windows 
was substantially lower than the other 
quote. These windows are scheduled to 
be installed before the end of September, 
well before the start of the next heating 
season. The funds required will be 
provided by the Board of Trustees from 
a capital fund administered by them. 
Because St. Mark’s is a charity, we shall 
recover some of this HST later.

The Property Team, headed by Ken Niece, 
will now be recruiting some folks to assist 
with applying plastic film over all the 
remaining church windows in September. 
Your help would be appreciated.

The Board thanks Gord, John, Bettie, 
Dave and Ken for their excellent work 
on this project.

spiriTual 
praCTiCEs
By: Leslie Wright

All are welcome to attend the following 
events sponsored by Christian 
Education. on Tuesday october 13th 
at 7 pm I will be leading a spiritual 

Practices evening based on the book 
Practical Prayer: Making Space for God 
in Everyday Life by Anne Tanner. Anne 

provides us “the gentle disciplines of 
prayer that can bring us to a still centre 
where the strands of our fragmented 
and busy lives are drawn together and 
our awareness of God’s presence is 
deepened.” The evening includes time 
for quiet reflection and an agape meal.

On May 7, I did something unusual – I 
bought a canvas labyrinth. It is smaller 
than the one we’ve used in the past 
which was 36 feet and 11 circuits. This 
labyrinth is a 24 foot, 
7 circuit labyrinth 
based on the one 
in the 800 year old 
Chartres Cathedral. 
Over the coming 
months, on the 
fourth Wednesday 
of the month (our 
next one is October 
28th at 7 pm), you 
are invited to come 
and walk. I named 
this series Labyrinth 

Possibilities because the labyrinth can 
be walked and experienced in many 
different ways. Each walk will begin 
with a brief introduction including 
some centering time. Then there will 
be plenty of time to walk. In addition 
to walking the labyrinth there will be 
an area set-up with tools for further 
quiet reflection. 

For information contact Leslie at 
wrightj@sympatico.ca.



 

 “People Who Hate Puns 
Worst Nightmare” 

  

Roast Beef Dinner & Entertainment 
 

6:30 p.m. Saturday, October 17th, 2015 
St. Mark’s United Church 

  

$25.00 per person 
Purchase or reserve tickets by October 13th  

(tables may be reserved for groups) 
 

 Tickets available from Luella Stephens 416-283-1267, or 
Gord Maunder 416-283-8287, 

 or the church office 416-439-8623 

A bicycle can’t stand alone 
because it’s two tired. 

 

Bakers trade recipes on a 
knead-to-know basis 

 

A chicken crossing the road is 
poultry in motion. 

 

A boiled egg in the morning is 
hard to beat 

 

happy nEw yEar!
By: Alissa duHasky

Back to school time is my New Years, I 
make resolutions and love the fresh start 
it brings. This year in Sunday School we 
have two classes. One for ages 3-grade 3 
and the second from grades 4-8. 

We are using for curriculum Deep Blue 
Sea https://www.deepbluekids.com/. 
Deep Blue is a comprehensive Bible 
study. We’re going to cover the whole 
Bible over three years. And we’re also 
going to celebrate while we do it. Each 
year will include the Bible stories that 
go with our special church holidays 
like Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. 
It is not a lectionary curriculum so 
there is a more logical flow, this fall we 
will study the creation story through to 
Jacob then the last week of November 
we switch to the Christmas story.

The curriculum for the younger 
children is set up so as the kids come 
in they can work at one-three stations 
related to the activity. For example 
for creation story , there was set up a 
table with sticks, rocks, leaves for the 
children to build with and there was 
the craft from the book to which the 
kids could add streamers. After activity 
time there is story and singing. Each 
week is a coloured sheet to take home 
with the story and questions for the 
parents to help review the story.  These 
sheets are also used at story time where 
the kids can add stickers or draw on 
the sheets.  I am usually not a fan of 
take home sheets but I think ones are 
done well.

The older class is using the Jr. High 
material.  Each week starts with a 
game, then time to journal, the story, a 
drama, prayer and worship then if time 
allows other activities. This material 
comes with a magazine that has an 
article relating to the topic each week.

Each week we plan for visitor’s, we 
always have lots of crafts and are a 
super friendly group so please invite 
your friends and family. 

iT’s TurkEy TiME!!
By: Bart Boniface

The dinner bell will soon be ringing, 
when St. Mark’s hosts its annual 
homemade turkey dinner with all the 
fixins’ and delicious home baked pies.

Invite family and friends to what 
promises to be another wonderful 
evening and help turn this year’s 
dinner into an event.
Cost for a complete meal is $15/Adults 
and $6/Children (12 and under)
Tickets will be available on Sunday, 
October 18th.  For more information 
or to reserve tickets call Carol in the 
Church office at (416) 439-8623.

sT. Mark’s TurkEy dinnEr 
saT, nOv. 14, 4:30 – 7:00



Subject: F&S Memo Submission

From: Salt, Steve (steve.salt@rbc.com)

To: cmykguy@rocketmail.com;

Cc: boniface@bld.ca; hughgraham@alumni.uwaterloo.ca; jgreenwood@bellnet.ca; jogaki@icloud.com; memorton@sympatico.ca; paul@st-
marks.ca;

Date: Thursday, October 1, 2015 9:37 AM

Here’s	  our	  submission	  from	  the	  F&S	  Team,

We’d	  like	  the	  following	  words	  plus	  the	  table	  below.	  	  	  	  If	  you	  need	  the	  table	  it’s	  in	  this	  file.	  	  
Please	  use	  rows	  1	  to	  4	  in	  the	  spreadsheet	  for	  the	  table	  in	  the	  aDached	  file.

Finance	  and	  Stewardship	  Team	  Update

I	  hope	  everyone	  had	  a	  fabulous	  summer.	  	  	  We	  had	  great	  weather	  and	  wonderful	  opportuniHes	  to	  spend	  Hme	  with	  friends	  and	  family	  on	  some
well-‐deserved	  vacaHons.	  	  	  	  As	  we	  all	  get	  back	  to	  regular	  work	  and	  school	  rouHnes	  and	  prepare	  for	  Thanksgiving,	  let	  us	  all	  please	  remember	  our
church	  family.	  	  	  	  I	  personally	  feel	  very	  fortunate	  to	  have	  St.	  Marks	  in	  my	  life	  and	  be	  an	  acHve	  parHcipant	  in	  the	  work	  we	  do	  for	  each	  other	  and	  our
community.	  	  	  Below	  is	  our	  latest	  financial	  report.	  	  	  I	  sincerely	  thank	  each	  of	  you	  for	  your	  financial	  contribuHon	  to	  St.	  Marks.	  	  	  Without	  you,	  we	  cannot
do	  the	  good	  work	  that	  we	  do.	  	  	  As	  we	  proceed	  towards	  Thanksgiving	  and	  to	  the	  end	  of	  2015,	  I	  respecPully	  ask	  each	  of	  you	  to	  conHnue	  your	  financial
support	  and	  appreciate	  your	  consideraHon	  on	  helping	  to	  eliminate	  our	  current	  deficit.

As	  usual,	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  the	  many	  smiling	  faces	  of	  our	  St.	  Marks	  family	  on	  Sunday.	  	  

All	  the	  best,
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Salty

Month Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Income $9,467 $18,637 $37,202 $50,373 $64,895 $84,996 $94,721 $109,294 $125,763

Expenses $17,707 $30,519 $49,999 $63,599 $77,502 $94,422 $110,846 $126,249 $139,115

Deficit -‐$11,882 -‐$12,797 -‐$12,797 -‐$13,226 -‐$12,607 -‐$9,426 -‐$16,125 -‐$16,955 -‐$13,352 $0 $0 $0

Thank	  you,
Salty

Steve Salt | Director, Relationship Management, Global Technology, Infrastructure Retail & Functions, Technology & Operations | Royal Bank of
Canada

T. +1 416 974 6602 | M. +1 416 578 6091 | 330 Front Street West, Toronto, ON M5V 3B7

Access	  your	  technology	  usage	  statement.
For	  informaBon	  about	  GTI’s	  services,	  please	  visit	  our service	  catalogue.
To	  open	  a	  new	  request	  regarding	  any	  of	  your	  GTI	  services,	  please	  fill	  in	  the	  online	  form.

_______________________________________________________________________

If you received this email in error, please advise the sender (by return email or otherwise) immediately. You have consented to receive the attached electronically at the above-noted
email address; please retain a copy of this confirmation for future reference.
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By: Steve Salt

I hope everyone had a fabulous 
summer. We had great weather and 
wonderful opportunities to spend time 
with friends and family on some well-
deserved vacations.  As we all get back 
to regular work and school routines 
and prepare for Thanksgiving, let us all 
please remember our church family.  I 

personally feel very fortunate to have 
St. Marks in my life and be an active 
participant in the work we do for each 
other and our community.  Below is 
our latest financial report.  I sincerely 
thank each of you for your financial 
contribution to St. Marks.  Without you, 
we cannot do the good work that we do.  
As we proceed towards Thanksgiving 

and to the end of 2015, I respectfully 
ask each of you to continue your 
financial support and appreciate your 
consideration on helping to eliminate 
our current deficit.

As usual, I look forward to seeing the 
many smiling faces of our St. Marks 
family on Sunday. 

All the best, Salty

FinanCE and sTEwardship TEaM updaTE


