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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                                
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

From the Minister’s Desk...Paul Hutchison 

This is one of those familiar old lines that we sometimes sing at Thanksgiving.  
I’m using it this year for the tune at the offering as we bring forth our gifts.  It’s 
not about what we get that we are thankful for, instead, it’s about how we re-
spond to those gifts.  Sometimes it’s too hard to bring our best.  Sometimes it’s 
too hard to even articulate what our best might even be.  I often think of the 
line when Will Smith was in the waiting room for the entrance exam for the 
movie Men in Black where he identifies that this group must be “the best of the 
best of the best”.   

What does it mean for us, as a congregation, to bring our best?  Is it supporting 
the Tuesday morning “Circle of Friends” group, or the Monday morning life 
skills cooking class, or helping with reading or breakfasts next door at G.B. Little, 
or bringing food for the food bank, or supporting the Mission and Service Fund 
of the United Church, or having folks from the congregation represent us on 
housing issues, food services issues, presbytery justice issues, ecumenical chap-
laincy at the U of T main and Scarborough campus.  Is it  serving on Presbytery 
or Presbytery executive, giving volunteer drives, making sure the candles are lit, 
leading the music, providing care or leadership for our children’s ministry, serv-
ing on any of our teams that care for the building, the people, the worship, the 
finances, the staff, the nourishment or the many different ways we care…? 

The short answer… YES!  That is exactly what it means when we bring our best!  
It is all critical to who and what we are as a people of faith in this community.  
As we give thanks for the abundance of life we receive, ask yourself… where are 
you bringing your best to make a difference? 

We are called to be a people of thanksgiving.  The Rev. Fred Styles called us an 
“Easter People” in his worship resource books from the 70’s and 80’s.  John 
Paul added to that line that “Hallelujah is our song” 

Sing out in thanksgiving.   Reach out in thanksgiving… and remember… we are 
not alone! 

Paul 

 

 

 

October Events at a Glance! 
October 13th- Thanksgiving Sunday: 11am 
October 20th- 55th Anniversary Service: 

Guest: Samira Kanji: 11am 
  - Anniversary Awards 
  - Youth Program: 11am 
October 21st– Art Classes: 7pm—Weekly 
October 27th- All Souls-All Saints-Taizé     

Service: 11am 

November Events at a Glance! 
November 3rd – Sunday Service: 11am 
     - Youth Program: 11am 
November 4th– Art Classes: 7pm—Weekly 
November 9th – Turkey Dinner: 4:30 —7pm 
November 10th– Remembrance Sunday: 

11am 
November 17th – Sunday Service: 11am 
        - Youth Program: 11am 
November 24th – Sunday Service: 11am 

December Events at a Glance! 
December 1st – Advent 1: Hope:              

Communion: 11am 
    - Youth Program: 11am 
December 5th – Board & Congregational 

Budget Meeting: 6—9pm 
December 8th – Advent 2: Peace: 11am 
 Bring Your Hamper Gifts  

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events:  

www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

"Not what we say about 

our blessings, but how we 

use them, is the true meas-

ure of our thanksgiving."    

~ W. T. Purkiser~ 

The Thanksgiving 

In gratitude and humble trust 
we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love 
with all along life's way. 

VU 544 – Frank von Christierson (1960, alt.)  Tune: FOREST GREEN Harmonizer: Ralph 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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Harvest Reflection:  Edward P. Echlin 

At harvest we thank God for all his gifts of food and 
weather, especially his plants which mature in autumn 
and nourish us all year.  Harvest is also an opportunity to 
give thanks and to praise God for all creatures which move 
in the waters, fly in the sky and live on the land.  Harvest 
reminds us that all earth's creatures are a community cre-
ated to praise and glorify God.  Nature matures in autumn 
even without human help.  Wild creatures enjoy the fruits 
of the season.  With human co-operation, however, na-
ture glorifies God through cultivated fields, including grain 
and grapes which make bread and wine.  Human hands 
and voices represent the whole earth community, in 
Christ, to God.  The transformation of the earth at harvest 
is a sign, the beginning of the final transformation of all 
material creation in the resurrection when God does not 
make a new thing, but makes 'all things new'. 

Greetings from the Board Chair… 
Karen Boniface 
 

It’s hard to believe it is October and Thanksgiving is upon 
us!   We have been blessed with some warm days, lots of 
sun, changing of the leaves and no frost.  I try and take 
some time in my backyard every day.  The birds are sing-
ing, sometimes the wind blows through the trees, and my 
elderly dog Chance, rolls around in the grass with this 
wonderful look of satisfaction on her face, it makes me 
feel so calm and happy.   

I also find our Sunday services help me to stay centred 
and grounded.  There are wonderful things happening.  
The new Times and Events Calendar and Directory for 
2013-2014  is available.  It is a blue this year, so be sure to 
pick one up so you can be in touch with our many activi-
ties.  My heartfelt thanks go out to the board chairs who 
contributed towards this, and I especially thank Paul and 
Carol who painstakingly put this together.  It certainly 
helps to keep me organized! 

Glen Greenwood is conducting “Dare to Study the Bible” 
series, our much anticipated Anniversary Service, this year 
celebrating 55 years on October 20th, and our All Saints/All 
Souls Sunday on October 27. 

Our many ministry teams are also busy getting organized.  
There are many meetings and planning sessions and activ-
ities that bring all the different programs and church oper-
ations together so seamlessly.  I am very thankful for all 
their dedication.   

So...what are you thankful for? 

Karen 

All Saints – All Souls – Taizé Service 

On Sunday, October 27th we will be remembering those 
that have gone before us as we gather to worship.  The 
www.taize.fr website describes what a service of        
Meditative singing is about. 

“Singing is one of the most essential elements of worship.  

Short songs, repeated again and again, give it a meditative 

character.  Using just a few words they express a basic 

reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind.  As the words 

are sung over many times, this reality gradually pene-

trates the whole being.  Meditative singing thus becomes 

a way of listening to God.  It allows everyone to take part 

in a time of prayer together and to remain together in 

attentive waiting on God, without having to fix the length 

of time too exactly.” 

55th Anniversary Service 

Sunday, October 20th  

Guest Speaker: Samira Kanji  
Samira is the President of the Noor Cultural Centre in Don 
Mills, an Islamic community.  As a part of the Toronto 
Southeast Presbytery, we first met Samira when the ple-
nary met in their beautiful building.  Samira spoke to our 
Presbyters and was a wonderful host, a woman of wisdom 
and understanding.  

Anniversary Award Presentation 

Youth Program 

Connecting with our Charter Members 
We have been going through the list of charter members 
of the congregation of St. Mark’s and trying to track down 
some current addresses for them in order to send out an 
invitation to both our Thanksgiving and Anniversary ser-
vices.  We have been worshiping in this building for 30 
years and are having our 55th anniversary service on Sun-
day, October 20th, 2013. 

Thanksgiving is a busy time for the local Food Bank! 

A recent visit showed empty shelves.  Families hope to 
celebrate this festive holiday - we can help make a differ-
ence by contributing.  The immediate needs include: Pasta 
Sauce, Mac & Cheese, Peanut Butter, Soups, Beans in 
Tomato Sauce, Prepared Pasta, Stew and Mayonnaise.  
For those wanting to make a financial contribution to the 
SCHC Food Bank, you can make your donation to St. 
Mark’s specifying it is for the “Food Bank” and we will pur-
chase the food items.  Thank you! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.taize.fr
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within 
The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has eval-
uated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the life 
and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation are explored, particularly, though 
not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

CE & Y 

Christian Education 

& Youth News 

Sunday School Co-ordinator Search Team finds a Gem! 

Art Nicholson, Beth, Nanci MacKenzie and Charlie 
Wardell were your search team charged with filling 
the Sunday School Co-ordinator position as laid out in 
the JNAC report.  We received over 20 applications, 
created a “Short List” and conducted interviews. 

Alissa duHaskey was our successful candidate.  You 
have probably met her and her personal introduction 

is on this page.  Alissa comes with an impressive resume and 
lots of experience, including positions as Sunday School Co-
ordinator at Parkdale United Church and Director of Children 
and Youth Ministries at both Crossroads Community Church 
and Blythwood Baptist Church.  Alissa stood above the other 
applicants with her enthusiasm and pointed interest in St. 
Mark’s.  Alissa had more questions about St. Mark’s and our 

ministries than we had for her.  Alissa had done her homework, checking out 
our web site in great detail. 

Alissa and her family are a welcome addition to the St. Mark’s family!  Please be 
sure to introduce yourself! 

Introducing…Alissa duHaskey 

A bit about me….  I have been doing 
children and 
youth Ministry 
since 1999 and 
have a diplo-
ma in Lay Min-
istry from 
Wycliffe Col-
lege.  I was 
raised in a very 
small but 
amazing Pres-
byterian church in Toronto.  I mar-
ried my high school sweetheart in 
1997 and we have three kids.  

Spiritual Growth  

The Christian Education Team invites 
you to attend our next Spiritual 
Growth evening on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5th from 7 to 8:30 pm.  The even-
ing will begin with a time to centre 
yourself followed by an exploration 
of chapters 3 to 6 from book The Cup 
of Our Life by Joyce Rupp.  In it the 
author encourages us to find twenty 
minutes a day to pray for six weeks. 
And to help us with that she has pro-
vided a simple plan.  There are activi-
ties for each day.  But don’t let that 
daunt you. As you will see, this is not 
an onerous task! 

Look for announcements in the fu-
ture about upcoming subjects.  If 
anyone has any questions please 
contact Leslie Wright at 
wrightj@sympatico.ca 

Scripture, Skepticism, and Soulful Living 

St. Mark’s Video Study to start in January! 

Once again the Christian Education Committee is offering an adult Study Group: 
Who?  Any adult who wants to eat, learn and have fun with nice people. 
What?  What approaches to scripture are relevant in the modern world?  How 
do we respond to those who claim religion does more harm than good?  How 
do we translate faith-based virtues into healthy, honorable living?  These are 
just some of the questions we will ponder in this video series, excerpted from 
the TVO series “Big Ideas” and “Allen Gregg Interviews.”  The goals of these 
evenings are 1) to provoke reflection, discussion, and a deeper understanding 
of some aspects of faith and faithful living in the 21st century; 2) to apply that 
understanding in life, however you are inspired to do so.  
We begin with speakers who take different approaches to interpreting scrip-
ture: the literal (Billy Graham), one based on the Jewish Midrash tradition (John 
Spong), the metaphorical (Jordan Peterson), and the sociological (Camille 
Paglia).  Ronald DeSousa, a philosopher who is antagonistic to religion, chal-
lenges us to think about what it is we value about faith and how it influences 
our lives.  David Sloan Wilson, an evolutionary biologist, demonstrates that ra-
tional detachment isn’t always so adaptive.  Margaret Visser is a down-to-earth 
people-watcher who gives us a multi-faceted meditation on gratitude.  Graeme 
Gibson invites us into communion with nature. The series concludes with Sa-
mantha Nutt and Stephen Lewis: tireless advocates for social change to reduce 
suffering in the developing world.   
When?  From 7 to 9 pm roughly every other Friday from January to April, 2014 
(Jan.10, 24; Feb. 7, 21, 28; March 21, April 4, 25).  On May 9 we will have our 
closing party and pick the book/video series for 2015. 
Where?  St. Mark’s.  
If you are interested, or if you have any questions, please let us know your 
name, phone number and e-mail address so that we may contact you direct-
ly.  You can either contact Carol at the Church office, Rob Peck, or place your 
name on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

mailto:wrightj@sympatico.ca
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A message from the Finance and Stewardship Team 
 

"Ev'ry day is a day of thanksgiving. God you've been so good to me. Ev'ry 
day you're blessing me." (Words & music by Leonard Burks) 

I have been singing or humming this tune for weeks now.  I just can't seem 
to get it out of my head.  Is this what happens when you become chair of 
Finance & Stewardship—you become possessed and obsessed with Stew-
ardship hymns? 

I truly am blessed though - as are most of you.  We have something to give 
back to God to thank Him for our blessings.  We have health, "wealth", 
talents & time and we can give any or all of these to God. 

We know you consider St. Mark's as part of your blessings, and we hope 
you will continue to share the gifts you have to keep this community of 
faith working towards helping God's people in this community, across the 
country and around the world. 

"You keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.  I will glorify you O my 
Lord, today!" 

Mary Ethel Morton 

 

St. Mark’s income and expenses 
to September 30, 2013 

Income $132,881 

Expenses $151,490 

Deficit -$18,609 

Susan and Salty’s Gift Card Seed 
Project – October 2013 

We have a won-
derful oppor-
tunity to raise 
money for St. 
Mark’s.   This 
may be the   
easiest contribution to St. Mark’s that 
you will ever make!  Simply by making gift 
card purchases where you normally shop, 
you can help raise money for our general 
fund. 

Order forms are available starting Sun-
day, October 6th. 

There are a great selection of gift cards 
from over 60 different companies.  From 
big box stores like Home Depot and Cana-
dian Tire to department stores, restau-
rants, theatres, grocery stores, coffee 
shops and more.  We believe that there is 
something for everyone.  The profit to St. 
Mark’s will range from 1.5% to 15% on 
every gift card purchased.   

Order forms are due on October 27th. 

Gift cards will be delivered in early No-
vember.  We hope the entire congrega-
tion participates!  If you have any ques-
tions, please speak to Susan Holden or 
Steve Salt.  Or contact Carol in the office.  
Gift cards make great Christmas          
presents! 

NURSING FOOT CARE CLINIC AT ST. MARK’S 

On Monday, October 28th ,from 3:00 to 6:00 PM 

St. Mark’s will be holding a Nursing Foot Care 

Clinic.     

Aakilah Ade, R.N., CHPCH, is doing this work as a 

“Seed Project” to help raise funds for St. Mark’s.    

Please call the Church office (416-439-8623) Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday between 9:00 and 1:00 to make an appoint-

ment.   

If there is no one in the office, leave your name 

and number and someone will return your call.  

These clinics will continue on a monthly basis - 

generally the last Monday of each month. 

Christmas 
Crafts 

As a SEED project, 
Gayle Feeney will 
once again be doing 
her Christmas crafts 
sale and asks for the 
support of the con-
gregation in this endeavour.  Last year 
she was able to donate $1300.00 to 
our church coffers.  Plan to do some of 
your Christmas shopping by supporting 
the enabling work of the church. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Christmas Hamper Programme 
It is hard to believe it is that time again when planning 
needs to begin for the Christmas Hamper programme at 
St. Mark’s. 

This year, the Outreach Ministry Team is planning to intro-
duce a new format for the Christmas Hamper programme.  
It is hoped that the new format will address some issues 
that we have been facing within our St. Mark’s communi-
ty.  It will also enrich and provide pride within our diverse 
community of neighbours that will be best served.  Our 
rich cultural and diversified community is our focus.  Much 
of the food offered through our non-perishable food dona-
tions presents issues of cultural food preferences, medical 
concerns (high blood pressure/diabetes), food allergies 
and personal choice.  

Through your generous and continuous offering to the 
Outreach Ministry, St. Mark’s will be able to provide a 
$125.00 grocery gift card to each of our 25 sponsored fam-
ilies.  This provides choice and dignity to the recipient.  It 
will also save time in our congregation’s labour intensive 
activities for this endeavour as well as storage issues at St. 
Mark’s and elsewhere. 

Our generous tradition at St Marks will continue to pro-
vide gifts for the children of the 25 sponsored families 
this year.  This has been a vibrant and giving part of the 
programme on behalf of the congregation which was rec-
ognized by the Outreach Team.  This enhances our Christ-
mas Hampers programme in extending our warmth and 
love during the Christmas Season. 

St. Mark’s has registered and requested 25 families for this 
Christmas Season.  We will share our warmth, generosity, 
love and commitment to those less fortunate in our com-
munity. 

Outreach meets with UTSC 
It all started very simply.  Outreach began, on behalf of St. 
Mark’s, to reach out to students at the University of To-
ronto Scarborough Campus (UTSC) to talk about a place 
of worship. 

We met with the Chair of the UTSC Positive Space Com-
mittee.  This is a ground-breaking program that identifies 
safer and more inclusive spaces for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersexual and queer (LGBTIQ) students, 
faculty, alumni and their allies at the U of T Scarborough 
Campus. 

Sound familiar?? 

What a thought!!  Here we are at St Mark’s…
progressive...inclusive...life affirming.... 

What better place than at St Mark’s to look for a spiritual 
environment, that is warm and welcoming?! 

Currently, each U of T Campus has a committee that 
works towards ensuring that working and learning envi-
ronments are welcoming to LGBTIQ students, staff, facul-
ty and alliances. 

Change cannot happen from policy alone.  It also comes 
from people acting together to ensure that all are wel-
come and respected.  St. Mark’s is a community ally. 

St. Mark’s, through its Outreach ministry, has started to 
build a relationship as a community neighbour helping 
with awareness and support on and off campus. 

Look forward to future developments with this growing 
positive relationship. 

Community Living Cooking Group Say Hello! 
The Community Living Cooking group are adult folks with devel-
opmental disabilities.  They visit St. Mark’s every Monday morn-
ing.  Their program gives this group an alternative location and 
outing.  Equally, they are given the opportunity to socialize in a 
comfortable setting and, at the same time, participate in a cook-
ing class that teaches life-long skills and safety in the kitchen.  
This all works as a catalyst, helping enhance their independence. 

Joy and excitement is evident on all their faces during their pro-
gram and attendance is excellent!  St. Mark’s, through its Out-
reach Team, sponsored this initiative and encourage this Group.  
This program reminds us just how important it is to connect and 
respect these individuals.  St. Mark’s makes a difference in their 
lives. 

Backpacks for children at G.B. Little Public School 
Many parents in our community find it a challenge to 
meet the needs of their children’s academics.  And, many 
families simply cannot afford the school supplies needed 
for the school year! 
St. Mark’s, through its Outreach Ministry, was concerned 
and showed our goodwill by providing 13 backpacks to 
the principal at G B. Little P.S. in September 2013.  Much 
to the principal’s delight  and appreciation, the backpacks 
were filled with the many school supplies the children will 
need, such as binders, note paper, report covers, sharp-
eners, pencils, pens, calculators and reusable lunch con-
tainers to mention a few. 
This offering helps those less fortunate children start the 
school year in the right direction, helping eliminate any 
peer pressure or bullying due to their situation. 
Many thanks to those who helped donate. This  helped 
the children feel more comfortable in their classroom 
setting. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Social Committee’s Fundraiser 
Bake Sale 
November 24th, there will be a Christmas 
bake sale after the service. 

This is the time of year when bakers start their Christmas 
baking, and we are hoping that our special bakers will do-
nate tarts, cookies and squares for the sale. 

We’ll be in the kitchen the morning of the sale to receive 
your baked goods, before the service, to package them.  
The sale will follow the service upstairs in the lobby. 

Please remember, we cannot accept any baked items  
containing nut products. 

This is a great way to share your special Christmas baking, 
but also a great way to increase your Holiday Baking 
Choices over the holidays.  For those secret Christmas 
snackers, or for those surprise drop-in quests, you can’t 
beat home-made baking.  

It’s Turkey Time!!  

ST. MARK'S TURKEY DINNER 
Saturday, November 9 

4:30–7:00pm 
Don't you love the smell of turkey 
roasting?  Can't you just imagine your plate piled with 
succulent turkey, stuffing, mashed potato, mixed vege-
tables and a generous helping of gravy?  The cranberry 
sauce...waiting on the table...and then...homemade pie! 
 

The dinner bell will soon be ringing when St. Mark’s hosts 
its annual homemade turkey dinner with all 
the fixins’ and delicious home baked pies on 
Saturday, November 9th from 4:30 - 7:00 
p.m.  

We are very pleased to announce that the evening will 
also be featuring the East Scarborough Multicultural Chil-
dren’s Choir  who will be performing in the sanctuary 
from 5:30-6:00pm. Please circle your calendar and bring a 
friend to what promises to be another wonderful evening. 

Cost for a complete meal is $15/Adults and $6/Children 
(12 and under). 

You are asked to bring a non-perishable food item for the 
Food Bank. 

For more information and to reserve tickets call the 
Church office (Carol) at 416-439-8623 or email her at    
carol@st-marks.ca. 

WALKATHON SUCCESS for ST. MARK'S 

On September 14th, 17 participants completed the 4 km walk in 
support of our Christmas Hampers programme.  It was a bright 
sunny day with moderate temperatures to greet us as we gath-
ered.  We must be in good shape, all were done in just over an 
hour, with no huffing and puffing noticed.  The folks raised just 
under $3000 to support Outreach this December.  Well done, 
all!  Special thanks to the Property team who made this their 
project for the year, and to our church Envelope Steward, Jane 
Ogaki, who now takes on the task of providing tax receipts for 
donors - these will be mailed out in February 2014.  

Gord Maunder, for the organizing team 

The BLUE JAYS WIN—again! 

On September 19th, the St. Mark's “Youth Group” made its 
4th annual pilgrimage to the Rogers Centre.  Once more, 
the Jays were successful - defeating the Yankees 6 - 2.  
Forty-three of our fans travelled by bus downtown in time 
to find refreshments before the game began.  No one got 
lost and a happy, tired group returned to the church 
shortly after 10:30 pm.  Special thanks to Don Thurston 
for organizing this annual adventure. 

3rd Annual Golf Tournament - A WINNER! 
On a warm September 9th mid-morning, 71 golfers met at 
the Winchester Golf Club near Brooklin, ON to show off 
their skills.  This was our all time highest number of golf-
ers; our planning team worked hard to bring about this 
success.  A team from the Centenary Hospital Cardiac Re-
hab won low score for the day - a sparkling 65.  Evidently, 
their pencil had an eraser on the end!  Following the tour-
nament, we and several other church members enjoyed a 
BBQ at the Feeney’s home.  Many remarked how pleasant 
the event was and the quality of the food.  Gayle was as-
sisted by several helpers who arrived early and stayed late 
to satisfy our hunger pains.  Jane Ogaki and Mary Ethel 
"strong-armed" most of the folks into purchasing 50/50 
tickets.  Although final accounting has not been complet-
ed, it appears that we are very close to raising $3000 for 
the church's coffers - our all-time highest amount!  Special 
thanks to the planning team for their splendid effort, and 
of course to Bob and Gayle for inviting us to their home.  
Next year's date will be Monday, September 8th...same 
golf site. Anyone want to share their backyard with about 
90 folks for a barbeque??? 
Gord Maunder for the golf planning team 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

