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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                                
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Visioning Team Report-Jeffrey Dale 
 

“In case you didn’t get the memo, we are starting a visioning process - 
and you’re included.” – Rob Peck 
 

Team Members: Karen Boniface, Harry Brown, Carol Caise, Rev. Paul 
Hutcheson, Debbie Maunder, Mary Ethel Morton, Rob Peck, Pat 
Wardell, Jeffrey Dale 
 

The Visioning Team met on October 2nd in the St. Mark’s sanctuary.  
The meeting’s focus was on planning the November 18th Visioning 
Worship Service and why we come to St. Mark’s specifically for worship.  
During the meeting the question was asked, “What is the purpose of 
the service (on November 18th)?”  Questions were then asked around 
the purpose of and for church visioning.  We want to share with you 
some of the team’s thoughts.  First, visioning is a journey, there is no 
deadline ever in visioning, this team may last a year, it may last longer, 
but our current focus is on St. Mark’s in the present.  We want the con-
versations to begin about where we are and what got us here.  The Vi-
sioning Team’s first steps will be about beginning the conversation. 
 

We are interested in hearing about each other’s own experiences, what 
brings you to church and what do you need from your church experi-
ence. 
 

Within the team there has been a lot of conversation around the future 
as well, and it is our belief that from learning about each other’s pasts 
we will be able to move forward together into the future, we will be 
able to examine a St. Mark’s five to ten years from now, but first, we 
need to stop and talk.  We need to share our stories.  The stories that 
make each member of St. Mark’s uniquely different, but also extremely 
similar.  This is where we will be beginning. 
 

As in all conversations, we want you to know that we encourage mem-
bers of St. Mark's that want to talk, to talk, and those members that 
don't want to talk will not be forced to, instead they are invited to lis-
ten.  We will make sure there is a written forum for people that do not 
feel comfortable talking within a group setting for their voice to be 
heard.  f you are interested in hearing more about the visioning process, 
or participating in the process come to the church on Sunday, Novem-
ber 18th for the service, or give Jeffrey a call at the church or send him 
an email at jeff@st-marks.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

October Events at a Glance! 
October 7th - Thanksgiving Communion  

Service: 11am 
October 11th - Board Meeting: 7pm 
October 13th – GST Auction & Pasta Supper 

October 14th– Sunday Service 11am 
October 21St—54th Anniversary  Service  - 

Welcome Home! 11am 
October 28th – All Saints/All Souls Service 
 Service: 11:00am 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events:  
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

 

"Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the 

true measure of our thanksgiving." ~ W. T. Purkiser~ 

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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From the Minister…Paul Hutchison 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
As I write this, we woke up to our first real frost of the 
year… thankfully, we got the last pieces out of the garden, 
that needed to come in, finished on Friday…  Luckily might 
be a better word… but at least it is done! 

September and October are always busy with getting eve-
rything back to what some might call normal (a relative 
term if ever I heard one).  The kids are back to school, the 
activities are all rolling along and we finally got a long 
weekend for a moment of breath… a moment to pause 
and give thanks.  At the Thanksgiving Day service, Judy 
introduced us to a new hymn from More Voices entitled 
“Ev’ry Day is a Day of Thanksgiving” and it felt really right, 
both the lyrics and the rhythm supported that statement.  
It moved… it drew us in… it connected us… and it sent us 
out into a new week, a new season really,  as fall contin-
ues and we enter that time in the church that leads us to 
Advent.  It seems there is something special just about 
every week to come from now until January in the Sunday 
morning schedule starting with our 54th anniversary and 
moving on from there…   

As I said… normal is a relative term because in the midst 
of living, there is so much we experience at St. Mark’s that 
is beyond what other folks experience as normal.  As part 
of a community of faith, we experience life through a 
different lens as we look at the world around us.  We see 
more relationships, we make more connections, we gath-
er together in strength, we gather together in love, and it 
is our gathering in faith that makes life different… beyond 
what others know and understand. 

As we continue together in ministry, we are challenged to 
find ways to share that difference with folks.  We must 
constantly work to find ways to make connections with 
folks and draw into our ever widening circle of faith at St. 
Mark’s people that are searching for a connection to 
something more.  How do you see and express the word 
inclusive as part of your life and way in the world?  Where 
are you working to make those that might feel outside to 
be invited in? 

Ask someone to join you at St. Mark’s this month.  Invite 
them to the auction, invite them to Anniversary Sunday, 
invite them to the spirituality evenings that are taking 
place… there are lots of things happening at St. Mark’s, 
who can you try to connect to this place? 

May every day continue to be a day of thanksgiving! 

                                                                                  

From the Board Chair...Karen Boniface 
 
As the days and nights are cooling down, the sun is setting 
earlier and earlier, the leaves are changing, the fields are 
turning gold and purple with the goldenrod and asters, 
while the monarch butterflies and birds prepare for their 
long flights south, I hope you take the time to venture 
into our parks and valley lands to experience this vivid 
season.  Being a parks person, and nature lover, I feel in 
awe of God's creations and presence with each colourful 
leaf and bird that sings its glorious songs. 
 
Within our church walls, October is a busy month at St. 
Marks.   
 
Along with our Sunday services, which should not be 
missed, there are also Spiritual Growth services on Octo-
ber 9 and 23, part of a six week program that will help 
you find that quiet centre.  You can attend as many of 
these evenings as you like - all are welcome! 
 
I also invite you to attend the Pasta Supper and GST Auc-
tion on Saturday, October 13th.  This is a fun evening 
which highlights the many offerings of goods, services and 
talents from our St. Marks family.  This sharing of dinners, 
cottage time, and many other offerings is also an im-
portant fun-raising activity.  It is also a great way for us to 
spend time and get to know each other better.  Bring your 
family and friends! 
 
Sunday, October 21st will be our 54th Anniversary Ser-
vice.  The Worship Team is working hard planning this 
special day and it is a once a year opportunity to present 
St. Mark's Anniversary Award to one or more recipients 
who have demonstrated the heart and soul of St. Marks 
through their actions.  This is a wonderful and often emo-
tional surprise, so don't miss this joyous service. 
 
The All Saints Service will be held on Sunday, October 
28.  This solemn service reminds us of those loved ones 
who have gone before us.  If you would like to remember 
a loved one, please pass on their name to Carol by 
Wednesday October 24, so it can be included into the 
service. 
 
So as the colours change to herald nature’s transition into 
another season, let them inspire you to share in the rich-
ness of St. Mark’s as we move into our wonderful offering 
of Fall activities. 
 
See you soon, 
Karen Boniface 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has evaluated its openness to the ongo-
ing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part 
of the congregation are explored, particularly, though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

A Note From Jeffrey, Minister of Christian Education and Youth  
 

It is amazing what a difference a month can make.  It is amazing how quickly our 
lives and worlds can change.  This past weekend was thanksgiving.  I would ra-
ther like to focus less on what I am thankful for, and more on what I am grateful 
for.  I kept thinking about the wonderful song "Grateful" from More Voices this 
past weekend.  I am grateful for the life I've been given.  No matter what hap-
pens and where I go, nothing in the moment I am in can compare to the pump-
kin cheesecake that Mary Ethel made.  I am grateful for the conversation, and 
the learnings I have encountered about myself and others through the process 
of discernment.  I am grateful, that I can be myself. 
 

I want to remind everyone about the Spiritual Growth sessions that are being 
held at St. Mark's and about the Bible Study.  Both are held on Tuesdays, check 
the dates and times in the times and events calendar, but both are about your-
self and your own growth.  Who knows, maybe we can all learn something 
about ourselves and each other to make us 'grateful for the lives we are given'. 
 

Peace, 
Jeffrey Dale 

Sunday School 

Looking Inward.  

Looking Outward.  

Looking Around. 

Character Education  

Citizenship. Compassion. Self-
Discipline. Responsibility. Integrity. 
Respect. Honesty. Fairness. Perse-
verance. Trustworthiness.  

This fall the Sunday School will take 
a a week to each topic, and see how 
Character Education fits into our 
lives and relates to the stories of 
the bible and of Jesus.  

Each week we will also tell a story 
about how Mission and Service is 
working in local congregations and 
ministries, communities, nation and 
world. All Sunday School offering 
from the fall will go to the Mission 
and Service Fund. To pick up M&S 
offering envelopes please see 
Jeffrey.  

This Ain’t Your Grandma’s 

Bible Study  

Beginning September 18th and con-
tinuing  through to December 11th, 

the lunchtime Bible Study group will 
meet from 12 pm – 1 pm every 

Tuesday.  Bring your lunch, hear a 
Bible scripture, stay for the conver-
sation, and the community building. 

For more information contact     
Jeffrey.  

Christian Education     

Ministry Team Meetings 

October 15th @ 7pm 

& 

November 19th @ 7pm 

Spiritual Growth 

Tuesdays 7 pm – 8:30 pm 

  September 25th, October 9th, 23rd,        

November 13th, 20th, December 4th 

The topics of each evening range from 
the power of prayer and meditation, 
our connection to the spirit, and jour-
neying through life. Each evening will 
include a prayerful time of reflection as 
well as activities, worship, and exercis-
es.  

For more information see Leslie Wright 
or Jeffrey.  

A brochure is available on the CE Bulle-
tin Board and will be emailed out to 
the congregation.  

November  

Events at a Glance! 
November 4 – Peace Sunday: 11am 
 
November 8 – Board Meeting: 7pm 
 
November 10 – Turkey Dinner 4:30—

7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
November 11 – Remembrance       
  Sunday: 11:00am 
 
 
 
 
November 18 – Congregation Vision-

ing Service: 11am 
 
November 25 – Sunday Service: 11am 

 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of 

events:  www.st-marks.ca > About Us > 

Calendar  

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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Financial position for the 3rd quarter of the year 
Finance and Stewardship Team 

The statement below shows the financial position for St. Mark’s up to the 
end of September 2012.  As of that date, the deficit was $13,540.  Since 
we are three quarters of the way through the year, we are hopeful that 
the figure at the end of the year won’t be as high as originally projected in 
the budget (-$32,248).   
 

As we mentioned last month, the Trustees provided a loan of $5,000 to 
ensure that the Treasurer could meet our financial obligations over the 
summer.  Without that loan, our liabilities would have exceeded our cur-
rent assets.  Our hope is that now that everyone is back from summer va-
cations, offerings will become more regular and the loan can be repaid, to 
avoid depleting the limited funds held by the Trustees.  If you are not yet 
using PAR (preauthorized bank remittance) for your offerings, and would 
like more information, please contact Carol in the office. 
 

Setting the budget for 2013 will be challenging.  The Board will be hosting 
a budget potluck meeting on Thursday, December 6, 2012.  If you are in-
terested in learning more about finances at St. Mark’s, please plan to 
attend that meeting. 

St. Mark’s income and expenses to September 30, 2012 

From the Property Team… 
Gord Maunder 
As you have likely noticed, a number of 
buckthorn bushes have been removed 
recently, along with one of our several 
dying ash trees along the side of the over-
hang.  Trees along the emergency en-
trance have also been pruned.  Our 
thanks go to  local arborist, Christina 
Inche for doing this necessary task.  Ken 
Niece, one of our team, also deserves our 
appreciation for all the time he spent 
"dressing"  the trees in the yard behind 
the parking lot.  New top soil has also 
been added around these trees.  Ken has 
also added mulch to the new front gar-
den by the resting stones. 

 HELP   WANTED! 
 On Sunday, October 14th, we need the 
help of a few volunteers to assist with 
planting 300 bulbs in various areas of the 
church gardens.  With a few hands, this 
should not take a great deal of time im-
mediately after service that day.  If you 
can help, please speak to Karen Boniface 
as soon as possible. 
  

Finally...Please note that that the Proper-
ty Team will be meeting on October 23rd 
at 7pm to finalize its budget request for 
2013. Our emphasis will be on "What 
must be done" as opposed to would be 
"nice to do". 

About PAR…  
Pre-Authorized Remittance is the simplest way to sustain St. Mark’s 
financially through the year.  If you anticipate that you will be away 
from Sunday Service some weeks, consider PAR as a convenient tool 
to maintain your regular monthly givings.  For more information on 
how PAR works or to get set up on PAR, please call Carol at 416-439-
8623 or e-mail her at  carol@st-marks.ca.  

Trevor would like to thank the 
following St. Mark’s folks who re-
sponded to his request for volunteers 
and who worked very hard for a full 
day recently to help him clean up a 
disabled neighbour’s yard: Dan Boni-
face, Brendan Doty, Kathy and Kevin 
Lisle and Terry Klodt.  Many thanks 
also to Art Nicholson for lending us 
his chain saw which made our work so 
much easier!  Peggy, (the neighbour), 
who also sends her most heartfelt 
thanks, is still in awe at how much 
work we all did that day (and so is 
Trevor!) and is so very thankful for 
having such community-spirited peo-
ple as us from St. Mark’s help her out. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:carol@st-marks.ca
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It’s time to renew your subscription to 
the United Church OBSERVER for the 
coming year!  If you already receive the 
Observer, please let Carol know if you 
would like to renew your subscription.    

If the Observer is new to you, it is a mag-
azine published for the past 184 years by 
the United Church of Canada providing 
you with articles on Faith, Ethics, Justice 
and Living, as well as information about 
United Churches across Canada.   

The annual subscription fee is $20.00 
(HST/GST included).    

Please call Carol at the office at 416-439-
8623 or e-mail her at  carol@st-marks.ca  
by Sunday, October 14th to let her know 
if you would like to receive the Observer 
for 2012/2013.  

The fee can be enclosed in an envelope 
indicating what it is for and mailed to the 
Church or it may be put on the offering 
plate. 

GST  

(Goods Service & Talents 2012) 

Auction 

Saturday, October Oct 13th   
It’s almost time for the 2012 GST 
Auction!  Pasta dinner is at 5:30pm 
($10, provided by the Social Ministry 
Team) with the auction starting at 
7:00pm.  This is a major fundraiser 
with for the congregation and a won-
derful social event for all. 
 

The catalogue looks fantastic.  We 
will have a printed copy for you on 
Sunday, October 7th.  An electronic 
version was e-mailed out on October 
9th  and is posted on the web site. 

If you have any questions, please get 
in  touch with Kathryn Moase at 
gst@st-marks.ca.  

ST. MARK'S TURKEY DINNER 
Saturday, November 10, 4:30 – 7:00 
Turkey Time Coming up in November! 

Don't you love the smell of turkey roasting? 

Can't you just imagine your plate piled with succulent turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potato, mixed vegetables and a generous helping of gravy?  The 
cranberry sauce . ..waiting on the table . . .  and then . . . homemade pie! 

Yes!  It is St. Mark's annual Turkey Dinner!   

Tickets are available at the Church Office -- $15 for adults and $6 for chil-
dren 12 years and younger.  Get your tickets on Sunday or contact us at 
416-439-8623 and office@st-marks.ca . 

Bring family along.  Invite friends for dinner.  Enjoy an evening of good 
food, generous conversation, and great people.    We have lots of park-
ing at the back but with all that turkey you may want to go green and 
walk over! 

You know the saying that "many hands make light work."  Volunteers to 
help for even an hour are welcome!  Many members also contribute 
foods for the meal, enhancing the amount we are able to raise in sup-
port of our ministries.  Want to help?  Check the lists in the entrance way 
or call the church office. 

This annual project is a great way to get to know each other as we work 
together and a great way to meet our community neighbours.  Plan to 
attend!  Plan to lend a hand! 

We're also asking our diners to bring a donation of non-perishable food for 
the SCHC Food Bank.   They are having a very difficult time trying to meet 
the demands for food.  

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! 
Calling all musicians! Share your talents and your passion for music 
with the St. Mark's congregation during our weekly worship ser-
vices. Currently scheduling soloists and musical acts for October 
and November.  
 
Calling all singers! Interested in singing in the St. Mark's choir? Join 
us for our weekly choir rehearsal - Sunday mornings at 9:30am in 
the sanctuary. 
 
For more information, get in touch with Judy at judy@st-marks.ca 

MILESTONES 

The Membership and Pastoral Care Team would like to 
acknowledge special occasions, such as milestone birthdays and 
anniversaries of our members.  If you would like to participate, 
permission slips will be available on Sunday for you to complete 
and sign so we can publish this information in upcoming issues of 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:carol@st-marks.ca
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The Next Chapter by Karen Wigle 

Many thanks to Marg Mooney and Rob and Rob Julia Peck who very kindly donated  

books to our library this month. 

My recommended reading this month includes: 

Guns, Germs, And Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond  

When Smoke Ran Like Water: Tales of Environmental Deception and the Battle Against Pollution by Devra Davis  

Daughters of the Desert Stories is a collection of “eighteen intriguing stories that give voice to often-overlooked fig-

ures from the holy writings of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Women-though seldom educated-played key roles in 

the development of these three great faiths, but their lives and contributions are rarely honoured.” 

The Physics Of Angels: Exploring the Realm Where Science and Spirit Meet by Matthew Fox and Rupert Sheldrake.   

Whose Religion Is Christianity? The Gospel Beyond the West by Lamin Sanneh 

Emily Carr The Story of an Artist by Marion Endicott  

If you like poetry, and especially if you think you don’t, Touching the Serpent’s Tail is a rewarding book by native 

artist and poet Michael Robinson 

ADDENDUM 

Have you been to the Great Escape Book Store at 957 Kingston Road between Main St. and Victoria Park?  They have 

both new and used books and advertise a “wide array of books appealing to the fast shopper or the slow browser.  

Fiction, non-fiction, contemporary, vintage, fun, boring, esoteric, mainstream.”  They are open Tuesday to Saturday 

and from 2:00-5:00 p.m on Sundays.  Once there, you’re not too far from Lazy Daisy’s Café.  This casual spot features 

Te Aro Columbian coffee and is the best I’ve found, so far, in the city.  They feature “farm fresh, locally sourced, hand-

made and delicious food.”  The season dictates the menu.  Try the chilli served with jalapeno cornbread stuffed with 

goat cheese, chives and bacon.  There are vegetarian choices.  The back of the café is kid-friendly. It can be rather busy 

and noisy at peak times.  Go a bit early for lunch if possible.  You should be able to find parking on the street.  The ad-

dress is 1515 Gerrard St. East M4L 2A4 at Coxwell.  They are open 7 days a week.  The phone number is 647-341-4070. 

More of Karen’s Library columns may be found at: 
http://www.st-marks.ca/index/ministries/christian-education/library 

FOOD BANK 
We can help make a difference by contributing to the 
Food bank.  Thanksgiving is a busy a time for the Food 
Bank.  The immediate needs include: 

PASTA, PASTA SAUCE, MAC & CHEESE, TUNA, PEANUT 
BUTTER, SOUP, BEANS IN TOMATO SAUCE, PREPARED 
PASTA, MAYONNAISE.  

For those wanting to make a financial contribution to 
the Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities food 
bank, you can make your donation to St. Mark’s speci-
fying it is for the “food bank” and we will purchase the 
food.  Thank you!  Your help is appreciated! 
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GROWING JUSTICE???  
What is up with that? 

Those with an interest in Outreach, social justice, youth, 
allies in your community or being activists, are encouraged 
to attend and learn, teach and/or share your experienc-
es.  This forum has keynote speaker Ched Myers and is 
offered October 26-27th at Lawrence Park Community 
Church.  Lunch is provided on Saturday.  If registration fee 
($60) is a barrier, funds have been made available through 
St Mark's Embracing the Spirit Fund. 

Act quickly as there are only nominal funds available. 

For further information, go to the growingjustice.ca website 
or speak to Jeffrey or Rob Burridge. 

Rob will look to provide a car pool if desired. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

