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St. Mark’s 2011 Holiday Hampers 
Gail Klodt 

In conjunction with Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities, St. Mark’s 

Outreach Ministry Team is planning to sponsor Holiday Hampers for 50 local 

families in need during the Christmas Season.  Each hamper will contain non-

perishable food for one week, a $50 gift card for fresh food (meat, fruit, vege-

tables), plus gifts for all family members.  You can contribute in the following 

ways: 

 Sponsor a family by buying gifts for the whole family.  Some of our fami-

lies have one child and one parent, while others include one or two par-

ents with two or more children.  Although our focus is on presents to 

make the holidays special for the children, we do like to include a small 

gift for each adult. 

 Bring non-perishable food for our White Gift Service on December 4th. 

 Make a monetary gift to help purchase food and gift cards.  Please make 

your donation to the Community Outreach Fund and mark it “For Christ-

mas Hampers”. 

 Help clear sanctuary and set up tables for hampers after church on Sun-

day, December 11. 

 Help pack hampers on Tuesday, December 13 at 7 p.m. 

 Help deliver hampers on Thursday, December 15 at 7p.m. 

As the Christmas Season approaches and you prepare to enjoy all the blessing 

you have been given, please consider how you can help the Outreach Ministry 

Team bring a little joy to those less fortunate in our community. 

Please contact Luella Stephens for help with food 

(tom.stephens@sympatico.ca) or Gail Klodt for sponsoring a family for gifts 

(gklodt@gmail.com). 

November  

Events at a Glance! 
November 6 – Remembrance Service: 

11:00am 
November 10 – Stewardship Special 

Event—Board & Ministry 
Teams: 7:00—9:00pm 

November 12 – Turkey Dinner 4:30—
7:00pm 

November 13 – Stewardship Sunday 
Service: 11:00am 

November 16 – Finance & Steward-
ship Ministry Team 
Meeting 7:00—9:00pm 

November 17 – Social Justice Group 
Meeting: 7:00—9:00pm 

November 20—Kids Choir after ser-
vice 

November 23—Confirmation Class: 
7:00pm 

November 24 — Worship Ministry 
Team Meeting 7:00—
9:00pm 

November 26 – Youth Group Sleep-
over @ 5:00pm 

November 27 – Advent 1  
 Service: 11:00am  
 Evening Service: 7:00pm 
December 1—Board & Congregation 

Potluck Dinner Meeting: 
proposed 2012 budget 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of 

events:  www.st-marks.ca > About Us 

> Calendar  

Lest We Forget 

  

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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From the Minister’s Desk 
Paul Hutchison 

This past weekend, the weather was predicting snow storms down east, and true to their 

word New York got a huge snowfall… before Halloween.  The Maritimes got some too, 

but every time I checked out the window, it was still a nice day here in Ontario.  Last 

night, before going to bed though, I made a side trip to my workbench to find the snow-

brushes to put in the van.  The last two Fridays have involved a lot of plant removal from 

the gardens, bundling them, bagging them, and packing up the patio set and putting the 

summer pieces into the shed.  That also involved bringing the snow shovels up to the 

carport shed because there isn’t room for two seasons in one shed. 

Was it the right thing to do, or was it the wrong thing to do?  Snow shovels and snow-

brushes at the end of October… It sounds wrong doesn’t it?  But… maybe not…  What if I 

said the same thing with the sorrowful tone of losing the garden, and being sad about 

putting the patio furniture away?  What if instead, I spoke about my joy and happiness 

that the lamp in the front garden is now visible again?  What if I commented about the 

putting summer away with great anticipation at getting these winter pieces out and 

ready so I can enjoy the first second of that season that is to come because I’m pre-

pared?  What about if I told you about the silly grin I got on my face when I had to move 

my snowboard and boots to get at the planters to bring in some of the stuff?  They are 

different angles of the same story?  Does it change the way we hear the story?  Instead 

of being simply a statement of fact… or a longing for what was… or an anticipation of 

what is to come, the same information with three different ‘takes’ can be heard three 

different ways. 

Life is like that… there is always ‘stuff’ going on and the way we look at it affects not just 

how we approach the task, but how others approach us.  When we are open and honest 

about how things are going with that ‘stuff’, when we recognize and articulate both di-

rections, both the looking back and looking ahead, it’s easier for people to stay with us.  

If we only look back it’s too sad, if we only look ahead, it dishonours where we have been. 

This month we work on our annual stewardship campaign as a congregation.  It is built on the theme of planting bulbs now for the 

spring, investing in ministry planning now, so we can know what is ahead.  We can present it the same three ways; just the facts; 

or only looking at a negative angle that there isn’t enough; or only looking through rosy glasses that it will be fine and happy.  I 

think we are coming at it from a different angle again, that it isn’t about the stuff; it’s about what is in us.  The campaign is asking 

us to look at what we receive in our day to day living from various income sources as a significant part of who we are; and how 

asking ourselves what portion of that God is calling us to give back articulates what that means to us and how we want to work to 

make a difference.  God gives us a life of abundance.  This year’s program is about Growing Generosity Among God’s People.  

That’s us!  We are God’s People.  How are you growing generosity in your own life?  How are you seeing life from different angles?  

How do you see abundance in your daily living?  How do you share those gifts? 

In this time of changing seasons, look both ways, and then step ahead into generosity.  It is how we say Amen to the gifts of life 

well received. 

Asithi:  Amen, se-ya-ku-du-mi-sa    OR    Sing Amen: amen, we praise your name, O God.          (VU 431) 

 

The world around us is crying 
out for the love of our 
Maker.  It’s not always put in 
theological language, but the 
bass note of this chorus is 
always the same:  I want to 
make a difference.  I have a 
dream, an appetite, a desire, 
a deep need to know more 
about God’s purpose in my 
life, to understand the spiri-
tual side of my vocation, to 
find the pathway of justice, 
to explore the way ethics 
works at the office, to hear 
the stories of Jesus.”  The 
specific plea may vary, but 
the general theme is abiding 
and constant.  Our world is 
dying for lack of soul food, 
for the sure knowledge that 
we are loved, that we are 
not alone. 

(Chris Levan, Thanks Giving, 

2005, Pg, 27) 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Fall Bulbs – An image for this year’s 
Stewardship Campaign 
Finance and Stewardship Team 

Members of the congregation who have an enve-

lope number should have received their third quar-

ter statements showing their givings to this point in 

the year.  You can see our current financial position 

in the condensed statement below.  Everyone will 

shortly receive a letter describing a fall stewardship 

campaign organized by the Finance & Stewardship 

Team.  The campaign is using the image above of fall 

bulbs as a reminder of the wonderful things that can 

happen in the spring if we put in the thought and work in the garden in the fall.  As the letter you will receive says, “In 

this fall season moving towards winter we think of those bulbs that are planted and dug into the earth on a cold after-

noon, uncertain of exactly which color we are planting, but knowing that come spring, there will be signs of new life.” 

 

Please read the letter you receive care-

fully and think about the gifts and tal-

ents you bring to St. Mark’s.  As we en-

ter the budget process for 2012, it is im-

portant that everyone in the congrega-

tion review their level of givings and 

think about the amount of their commit-

ment to St. Mark’s.  We would like the 

ministry of St. Mark’s to flower in the 

spring!  As the letter also says, Steward-

ship “is about that opportunity to reflect 

on the abundance of our lives, and to 

ask ourselves what portion of our in-

come is right for us to give away to sup-

port both St. Mark's, and the many 

charities we each support throughout 

the year.” 

 

The letter will contain information that 

will help you in this process.  There will 

also be an estimate of giving card, which 

we ask that you bring with you to the 

stewardship service on November 20.  

Fall is a great time to remember how blessed we all are to be part of the community of faith that is St. Mark’s United 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has evaluated its openness to the ongo-
ing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a 
part of the congregation are explored, particularly, though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

Jeffrey Dale 
Minister of Christian Education and Youth  

Kid’s Choir  
2011-12 Schedule at St. 
Mark’s 

Practices begin 

after the service 

and go till 12:45 

I thought I would share some of notes I took when I was at "The Future of  

Ministry" Conference in Kingston, for the most part, I can't remember who said  

all of this but here are some: 

"The Church isn't God's purpose, but rather, should be a human purpose in the  

world to try and discover what God's purpose for the world is." 

"Budgets are theological statements." 

"Movement towards embracing the heart side, just as much as the head side. 

Moving from setting experience against head." 

"In times of disorder or exile it is then  that we need to create our idea of  

what church is." 

"All gifts are needed in the church, from the paid to the paying." 

"Leaders need to be: Evangelical. Entrepreneurial. Effective." 

  (Note: Not the evangelical you think of, I asked.) 

What I learnt at this conference was that the United Church of Canada, can  

sometimes seem like the "united church", and yet people can still talk openly  

and freely about the church they wish to see. What do you imagine the church  

of the future will look like? Are you doing your part to create that church?  

When I was hosting my workshop, "Millennials and Why We Don't Come To 

Church",  

the only word of advice I could drive home was, "You need to step outside the  

doors to get people inside." 

Where are you willing to step to create that church? 

Peace, 

Jeffrey Dale 

Our Words of 

Faith 

November 9
th
 

7 pm – 9 pm 

Conversation. Discussion.  

Contact Jeffrey Dale, for details 

Pick up your copy of ‘Our Words of 

Faith’  at St. Mark’s. 

Confirmation Class 

November 23rd, 2011 

7 pm – 8:30 pm 

This United Church of Ours: 

A Conversation 

At St. Mark’s on Sunday January 15, 2012 

http://bachorus.org/
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ST. MARK'S TURKEY DINNER 
Saturday, November 12, 4:30 – 7:00 
Turkey Time Coming up in November! 

St. Mark’s will be hosting its annual delicious homemade turkey dinner with all the fixins’ and tasty 
home baked pies on Saturday, November 12th from 4:30 - 7:00pm!  Reserve the date and don't forget to invite fam-
ily, friends and neighbours for a wonderful evening.  We've even kept the meal at the same low cost - how often do 
you hear that these days!! 

As in years past, members of Melinda's art class will be showing their work again upstairs in the Sanctuary.  If any-
one else is interested in selling their crafts upstairs while the dinner is on they can call Bart Boniface at (416) 431-
9984. 

Many hands make for less work & more fun so we welcome volunteers!!  This annual fundraiser is a great way to get 
to know one another while working together & enjoying a tasty meal.  Please contact Kathy if you're available to vol-
unteer (kalisle@rogers.com).  

Cost for a complete meal is $15/Adults and $6/Children (12 and under).  

For more information and to reserve tickets call the Church office (Carol) at 416-439-8623. 

Join Us for an Evening of Turkey & Art! 

Courage to Love 
Paul is using this book as a starting 

point for prayers during worship at 

St. Mark’s.  We have a few copies 

available for $40.  Let him know if 

you are interested. 

Christmas Hampers 

A Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

Rehearsals 

(During Sunday School) 

November 20th, 27th, , December 4th 

Please make sure you can attend the rehearsals, this year really requires them! 

December 9th, 2011 

P.A. Day Rehearsal and Day Program 

9 am – 3:30 pm 

Pizza will be provided! 

The Hunger Games 
A Youth Retreat (Grades Six and Up) 

    Nov 26th & 27th 3 pm – 11 am 

Dinner and Breakfast will be included. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:kalisle@rogers.com
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“SM News” - St. Mark’s Weekly eNews Flash!  

Each Friday, Carol sends an email of high-
lights for the week to come to SMUC’s dis-
tribution list.  To have a news/event/
reminder sent out Friday, contact Carol no 
later than Thursday evening at 416-439-8623 or by e-
mail at  carol@st-marks.ca . 

If you have adopted a new technology, acquired or 
changed your email address, or your contact informa-
tion, let Carol know so we can find you!  

Sermons Online 
We have finished our testing of various options for recording 

the sermons at St. Mark’s and we think we have got it… If 

you are away for a day, checkout the message at www.st-

marks.ca... It is under the Worship Tab then select Sunday 

Sermons. 

Evening Contemplative Service 
Sunday November 27th at 7pm in the sanctuary 

Theme:  Weaving – Take a moment to breathe be-

fore December starts. 

Prayers of the People 
Please sign up on the clipboard at the entrance table 

to take a turn leading in the prayers of the people 

during the service. 

Upcoming Services 
November 13th – Jeffrey Dale Preaching 
November 20th – Stewardship Service 
Nov 27th – Advent 1 Communion Service 
Nov 27th 7pm Evening Contemplative Service 
December 4 – Advent 2 
December 11 Advent 3 – Kids Production – Jr. 
Choir Singing 
Dec 18 – Advent 4 – Choral Service  

Christmas Services 
Dec 24 – 7pm – Family Service 
Dec 24 – 11pm – Communion Service 
Dec 25 – 11am – Christmas Day Service 
Jan 1 – 11am – Communion Service 

Planning Ahead (Hamper Dates) 
Dec 11th – Setup Hampers after the Service 

Dec 13th – 7 pm Packing the hampers 

Dec 15th – Hamper Delivery 

Food Bank Needs Help 
Outreach Committee 

S carborough Centre for Healthy Communities 
(previously known as West Hill Community 

Services) have indicated that the following items 
would be appreciated as donations to the Food 
Bank: 

 Cereal 

 Canned fish 

 Macaroni & cheese 

 Mayonnaise (small jar of light) 

 Canned fruit 

Where possible, please purchase items with re-
duced sugar and low sodium. There is a Food Bank 
collection box in the Narthex (kitchen area at the 
back of the sanctuary). 

Mid-Week Meanderings 

If you have ever wondered what goes on in Rev. 
Paul’s mind, mid-week, around Wednesday/
Thursday,  be sure to submit your email address to 
Carol in the office. You will get a peak at the Sun-
day to come as well as some snippets of the life 
and times of Paul as he evolves towards Sunday & 
life generally. 

The Property Team wishes to thank all the participants and volunteer wardens in our recent Emergency Evacuation drill. The 

Sunday school was an excellent model for calmness in this event.  Some helpful feedback has been received and will be discussed 

by the team; much of it will be incorporated into next year's  drill.  One point that should be shared now: if an emergency did oc-

cur, no vehicles would be permitted to leave the parking lot until approved by fire officials.  As you can appreciate. emergency ve-

hicles will enter by way of the driveway and the south side lawn, should they be required.  Again, than you for your continuing co-

operation; the last person exited the doors 58 seconds after the alarm sounded.  Well done ! Thank you also for NOT parking in the 

2 "X" areas designated for emergency vehicles to gain access to the rear of the  church.  Gord Maunder, for the Property Team 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:carol@st-marks.ca


7 

Operating Principles 
From our Leadership evening on  October 20th Paul included this chart from Consensus-Oriented Decision-Making:  

The CODM Model for Facilitating Groups to Widespread Agreement by Tim Hartnett, New Society Publishers, © 2010.  

It speaks of how we hope our ministry teams can work at St. Mark’s. 

 

Principle Participatory Decision-Making 

Inclusion All group members and as many stakeholders as possible are present. Each person has a 
chance to speak and be heard. The needs of the stakeholders not present are consid-
ered. 

Open–Mindedness Participants are encouraged to be open-minded. Everyone is asked consider all perspec-
tives. Unique points of view are valued. 

Empathy Effort is made to provide participants the experience of being understood. This applies 
to both their ideas and feelings. 

Collaboration Proposals are built with everyone contributing, and designed to meet as many stake-
holder needs as possible. All concerns are considered important. 

Shared Ownership All participants, having jointly developed a proposal, share a common motivation to 
make implementation of the resulting decision succeed. The group leadership partici-
pates in the discussion. 

Social Ministry Team Report 

Julia Peck 

The purpose of the Social Ministry Team is to contribute to the building and the 

strengthening of community at St. Mark’s by filling peoples’ tummies. 

We welcomed Karen Mills and Pat Wardell to the Social Ministry Team.  They have 

been a big support in past events and now they have officially joined our ranks. 

In September we enjoyed an evening of burgers and wine at the welcome back 

B.B.Q.  Then on Sunday October 23rd we celebrated 53 years of St. Mark’s Church 

community.  

Now the year is really underway with the making of Shepherd’s pies and the Turkey Dinner on the horizon.  Then on 

Thursday December 1st we will meet in the downstairs room for a Pot Luck Supper and a discussion about the coming 

year’s budget. 

Without the Cookbooks as our major fundraiser this year, the Team has discussed meeting once a month starting in 

January to bake quiches and meat and fruit pies.  These will be done on a pre-order basis.  We welcome any feedback 

that you as potential customers might have.  Please contact anyone on the Team to make your wishes known. 

There are still Cookbooks available for sale.  Some books have been designated as “Graduation “gifts for the Lunch on 

Lawrence classes that Peggy Hall and her dedicated crew run for Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities.  Carol 

Caise or Julia Peck can get a book or more if you wish to make a purchase. 

Bon appétit! 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623  www.st-marks.ca  November 2011 
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St. Mark’s 2011 53rd ANNIVERSARY AWARDS 

A special tradition marking the 53rd anniversary  of St. Mark’s was continued at the service held on October 23rd..  The 

2011 winners were Nanci MacKenzie and Rob and Julia Peck.  Each was presented with a beautiful framed print. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Pictured are (l-r): Paul Hutchison (minister), the recipients  Nanci, Rob and Julia; and guest speaker Rev. Joan Wyatt 

The citation for Nanci MacKenzi (by Kathryn Moase): 

Nanci MacKenzie grew up here with her family at St. Mark's.  She was baptized here, attended Sunday school, was ac-

tive with the youth group and has continued to make this her church home despite not living in the immediate 

neighbourhood.  In more recent years, she has been both a member and chair of the Worship Ministry Team and has 

served on the Christian Education Ministry Team with specific responsibilities for the youth of St. Mark's.  She has 

been the Auditor or, in more recent years, the Reader responsible for the accounts of both the General Funds and the 

Funds of the Trustees.  In this capacity, she has been an invaluable resource to the treasurers of these funds and has 

used her professional expertise to update and standardize our reporting.  She is also one of the organizers of eight suc-

cessful GST auctions, which raise funds for the ongoing ministry of this congregation. 

Considering Nanci's experience with worship and Christian education here at St. Mark's, she was an ideal choice to 

serve as a member of the Joint Search Committee as that group work to fulfill the mandate from the congregation to 

call a new worship leader as well as our first ever ministry personnel responsible for the education of our children and 

youth.  She currently sits as a member of the Ministry & Personnel Ministry Team where she and other members work 

to ensure that all staff members have the resources to provide leadership for this, our community of faith. 

Nanci approaches everything that she does with the same level of responsibility and caring.  From working in leader-

ship roles here at St. Mark's to climbing the CN Tower for 6 years in a row to raise funds for the United Way, Nanci’s 

faith and commitment make her an ideal recipient of this Anniversary Award.                                             (Cont’d on p. 9) 
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The citation for Rob and Julia Peck (by Gord Maunder): 

Rob and Julia have become an integral part of our St. Mark’s family over the past few years. Without hesitation, they 

have jumped into many facets of the life of this church. 

Julia has continued to offer leadership in the social committee working with a dedicated group of individuals providing 

food and fellowship opportunities for a congregation that many have described as “one that lives on its stomach”.  Her 

work with Christmas Cookies, Shepherd’s pies and the Cookbook Project have been great ministry projects for the 

church.  Julia is always glad to help out in the Sunday school with crafts or special projects. She also connects regularly 

with the Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities working with their food programs. 

Rob serves on the Board of Trustees, and the Christian Education team.  In addition, Rob has offered to share his ex-

perience with the Golf Committee, and workshops for team members. Rob has over 20 years’ experience as a book 

study initiator/ guru and works hard encouraging and supporting adult Christian Ed opportunities, while also encourag-

ing discussions in the Sunday School.  Rob is also actively involved as Toastmasters member and a professional 

speaker.  Rob has achieved Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM) recognition; the highest honour awarded to a member of 

Toastmasters International and is given only to those who have demonstrated outstanding communication and leader-

ship skills while helping others in their self-development efforts. Rob has also been actively involved for many years in 

the Greater Toronto Area United Way campaign. 

A schedule of summer services would not be complete without Rob taking the leadership for one of the services, a 

practice he has followed for several years. 

Their relaxation activities include a close family bond, hosting the annual July 1st Canada Day celebration for friends, 

neighbours, and our church members. 

To me, when I hear the words “Respect”, Integrity”, and “Work Ethic”, I immediately think of Rob and Julia. We are so 

fortunate to have them in our congregation. 
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A letter of thanks from the Pecks: 

We would like to thank the congregation of St. Mark’s for the incredible tribute you gave by gifting us an Anniversary 

Award for 2011.  We are honoured to have been considered in the same league as Nanci MacKenzie and other worthy 

past recipients and will strive to live up to your faith in us. 

We have only been coming to St. Mark’s for just under three years.  In that time, everyone has made us feel wonder-

fully welcome.  Truly St. Mark’s has given us far more than we can ever repay but we shall do our best! 

God Bless! 

Julia and Rob Peck 

St. Mark’s United Church Adult Retreat Planning Survey 

The Christian Education Team on behalf of the St. Mark’s congregation is planning a retreat for 

adults and we need your input. To help us provide a retreat that meets your needs, please complete 

the survey which is being  sent via the weekly SM News email (or you may obtain a paper copy from 

the office) and return it to Leslie Wright at wrightj@sympatico.ca  or leave it with Carol in the office by Sunday,       

November 13th, 2011. Please note: that the team has decided to have the retreat catered by an outside source so that 

everyone can fully concentrate on the objectives at hand. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:wrightj@sympatico.ca
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SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT— NEWS FROM PRESBYTERY... 

 

FORCE OF NATURE 

The General Council Office invites you to join us on November 16 from 12 to 2 p.m. as we watch Force of Nature, a 

film about the iconic Canadian scientist, educator, broadcaster, and activist, David Suzuki. The office is located at 3250 

Bloor Street West (Islington subway) on the second floor. 

In Force of Nature, Suzuki delivers a last lecture, which he describes as, "a distillation of my life and thoughts, my leg-

acy, what I want to say before I die". Suzuki looks unflinchingly at the strains on our interconnected web of life, and out 

of our dire present circumstances, he offers up a blueprint for sustainability and survival. Wendy Tufford, one of the 

award-winning film’s producers, will be with us for the screening and to answer any questions we have about the film. 

Mary-Margaret Jones , Program Coordinator, Office of the Moderator and General Secretary (Communications) The 

United Church of Canada <http://www.united-church.ca> 3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 300 Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

Telephone: 416-231-7680 ext. 3015 

Toll free: 1-800-268-3781 ext. 3015 

 

Justice & Advocacy Workshop 

TALKING TO PEOPLE WITH POWER – SAT NOV 19TH 9:30 TO 3PM 

Talking to People with Power is a workshop for people of faith to learn, improve and share advocacy tools, tips and trade 

secrets. It will be held on Saturday, November 19, 2011 9:30 am to 3:00 pm at St. Matthew’s United Church at 729 St. 

Clair Street West. This is co-sponsored by The Justice Global Issues Team and The Social Justice Project of Toronto 

Southeast Presbytery. It is open to all people with a passion for justice and advocacy.  

See the website for all the details on registration: 

For  details see: http://www.torontoconference.ca/torontosoutheast/outreach-social-justice-project.php 

Or email bbaskin@united-church.ca  or call 416-551-4263. 

 

Advocacy and Activism 101 – Workshop on Wednesday, November 9  from 7 to 9 pm at Fair-

lawn United Church. 

Rene Adams, Community Advocate will be sharing her expertise and experience. For details visit their website and 

scroll down to the second item http://www.fairlawnavenueunited.ca/social_justice_upcoming_events.htm#advocacy  

 

Putting religion back  into public debate…. 

You might want to check out this new magazine that brings religion back into the public debate and includes an article 

by United Church Minister and former politician Bill Blakie http://www.cardus.ca/convivium  

If you want more of Bill and religion in politics check out his book launch coming soon to a couple of locations across 

the country http://united-church.ca/communications/news/general/111021b  
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The Next Chapter                       

By Karen Wigle 

 

I would like to honour and commemorate Remembrance Day by noting some of the award winning and best selling 

books in our library that deal with the many different aspects of war. 

Hana’s Suitcase on Stage by Karen Levine and Emil Sher 

“Hana’s Suitcase is a true story that takes place on three continents over a period 

of almost seventy years.  It brings together the experience of a girl and her family 

in Czechoslovakia in the 1930s and 1940s, a young woman and a group of children 

in Tokyo, Japan, and a man in Toronto, Canada in modern times…In March 2000, a 

suitcase arrived at a children’s Holocaust education center in Tokyo.  On the out-

side, in white paint, were these words: Hana Brady, May 16, 1931 and Waisenkind 

– the German word for orphan.”  The center’s curator takes on the mystery of 

tracking down Hana.  The suspenseful journey leads her across Europe and North 

America.  Take this book home to read to all the family and you will see why it has 

won more awards than any other Canadian children’s book in the last thirty years. 

 

 

Under An Afghan Sky A Memoir of Captivity  by Mellissa Fung 

This 2011 release by CBC journalist Mellissa Fung describes her abduction by the Taliban 

and captivity in a hole that was barely large enough for her to stand up or lie down in.  

“Fung puts you in that awful, dark, rancid hole with her, and lets you listen in as she never 

stops confronting her kidnappers…Fung touches on some difficult issues and does not 

divide the world into two realms of good and evil.  As she tells of the long days and nights 

she spent with her captors in a hole in the ground, we get to know them as the flawed 

human beings that they were, desperate individuals who had been pushed to the edge by 

war, poverty, and political and religious extremism….Fung’s vivid portrait of the soul of a 

journalist even in the most terrifying of circumstance is a recognition of the never-yielding 

human spirit.” 

 

The Cellist of Sarajevo   by Steven Galloway 

“Unusual for a book about war, The Cellist of Sarajevo manages to convey a sense of hope for humanity.  Inspired by 

the true story of a cellist who daily risked his life to play his music in a street where twenty-two died waiting to buy 

bread, Seven Galloway’s fine novel takes readers inside the horrors of the siege of Sarajevo….a exquisite novel of war 

and loss, music and solace.” 

                                                                                         (“The Next Chapter” continues on pages 13 & 14) 
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St. Mark’s 2012 Book Study Is Just Around the Corner! 

 Rob Peck – Christian Education Committee 

As you read this it is early November and the 2012 St. Mark’s Book Study is proba-

bly far from your mind!  I can relate to that.  After all we only just got over Hallow-

een and the stores are now starting their Christmas sales. 

But January comes so soon after Christmas that, if you want to join our Book Study group, you really 

should start to think about it now. 

Starting on Friday, January 13th, 2012, from 7 pm to 9 pm, and running roughly 

every second Friday from then through to our wrap-up party in May, a bunch of 

really nice people will be meeting at St. Mark’s to study Marcus Borg’s “The Heart of 

Christianity”.  Borg is a pre-eminent biblical scholar who writes in a style that is 

easy for ordinary people to understand.  In his foreword to this book he says: 

My hope is that this integration of study, experience, and memory may be 

helpful to people seeking to understand what is going on in the church in 

North America today and seeking to deepen their own understanding of 

Christianity and the Christian life. ,,, this is a book for lovers of faith and 

those seeking a faith to love ... 

The format will be straight forward.  Each session will have one or two 

volunteer presenters who will present one chapter’s material in a 20 - 30 

minutes presentation.  Then we will break out into discussion groups of 

five or six for another 20 or 30 minutes.   

After a half hour break for goodies (also prepared by volunteers), we will 

come back into one large group and listen to each of the smaller groups 

present their views.   

The main purpose is to have fun.  There is no pressure on anybody to do anything other than attend and 

enjoy the gathered community.  People only do what they feel comfortable doing.  God provides the pre-

senters and goodies! 

I have already purchased 10 copies of the book on the internet from Amazon.ca for $13.71 each.  Let me 

know if you would like one of these or you could purchase your own copy directly from any good book 

store for about $15.00.  If I sell out of this 10, I’ll buy more! 

Want more information?   

Check out St. Mark’s website under Ministries/Christian Education/2012 Book Study;   

speak to Bart or Karen Boniface, Val Bower, Shirley Criscione, Jeffrey Dale, Kathy Lisle, Katharina 

Manassis, Arlene McCulloch, Todd Meyer, Gibby Milne, Kathryn Moase, Marg Mooney, Myrna Mor-

ton, Julia Peck, Charlie and Pat Wardell, Wendy Whittam, Karen Wigle or me at church or;  

give Carol a call at the church office.   
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The Next Chapter …(continued from p. 11)                                        

 

 

 

Three Day Road   by Joseph Boyden 

You may be familiar with this multiple award winner as it was first published in 2005.  “It is 

1919, and Niska, the last Oji-Cree medicine woman to live off the land, has received word 

that one of the two boys she saw off to the Great War has returned…As Niska paddles her 

canoe on the three-day journey to take Xavier home, travelling through the stark and stun-

ning landscape of Northern Ontario, their respective stories emerge – stories of Niska’s life 

amongst her kin and Xavier’s horrifying experiences in the killing fields of Ypres and the 

Somme….Three Day Road is a stunning tale of brutality, survival and rebirth…” 

 

 

Fall of Giants   by Ken Follett 

 

This is Book One of the Century Trilogy, “Follett’s magnificent new historical epic….it follows the fates of five interre-

lated families – American, German, Russian, English, and Welsh – as they move through the world-shaking dramas of 

the First World War, the Russian Revolution, and the struggle for women’s suffrage.” 

 

Karen’s Pick 

 

Bel Canto, by Ann Patchett, was nominated for several literary prizes and deservedly 

won The Orange Prize.  “Somewhere in South America, at the home of the country’s vice 

president, a lavish birthday party is being held in honor of a powerful businessman…

Roxanne Cross, opera’s most revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests 

with her singing.  It is a perfect evening – until a band of gun-wielding terrorists take the 

entire party hostage.  But what begins as a panicked, life-threatening scenario slowly 

evolves into something quite different, a moment of great beauty, as terrorists and hos-

tages forge unexpected bonds and people from different continents become compatriots, 

intimate friends, lovers.” 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  (“The Next Chapter” continues on page 14) 
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The Next Chapter…(continued from p. 13)                    

 

Free Book to Take Home This Month 

 

Z is for Zamboni A Hockey Alphabet  by Matt Napier is a Canadian 

children’s classic.  Each letter of the alphabet introduces a fact about the 

game of hockey. 

 

 

 

Addendum 

 

The first weekend in December, Fairmount Books holds a giant warehouse book sale.   Mark Friday, December 02 – 

Sunday December 04 on your calendar now.  All books are 70% off the cover price and all the proceeds go to the 

Crohns and Colitis Foundation of Canada.  This is a very popular event and I suggest you go on Friday, if possible.  Their 

address is 120 Duffield Drive (near 14th Avenue and Kennedy Road) in Markham L6G 1B5.  For further details call Fair-

mount Books at 905-475-0988.  

I often find great second hand books at two local bazaars.  On Saturday Nov. 12 the St. Stephens Presbyterian Church 

bazaar starts at 10:00 a.m.  They are located at 3817 Lawrence Ave. East.  St. Dunstan’s Holly Berry Bazaar is on        

November 26 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm.  They are located at 56 Lawson Road.  Arrive early for the best selections at 

these popular sales. 

If you leave donated books on the library shelves, please be sure to include your name.  That allows me to add your 

name to the bookplates we use to identify book donors.  If books are duplicates, or unsuitable for the library, they will 

be recycled at a Value Village store.                        Karen Wigle 
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