
  

St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.   

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Please Note: From June 29 through August 31, Sunday Services are at 10:00 am. 

Minister’s Message...Rev. Paul Hutchison 
Come, O Holy Spirit… More Voices 23 
Blow away the cobwebs of our stubborn past. 
Come, send flying from us myths unfit to last. 

Wind of change, refresh us and disturb our calm; 
teach us what true love is, take our hearts by storm 

Words © Fred Kaan, 1972, rev. 1998 
 
This is my favourite Pentecost verse… from one of the jazziest hymns in 
our collection of music resources… I love the line “wind of change, refresh 
us and disturb our calm”.  Isn’t that often both what we hope for and at 
the same time hope that it doesn’t disturb our calm… Calm is so easy… 
simple at times, and yet we constantly need to push ourselves from that… 
into a bit of discomfort and challenge… into new ways of thinking… into 
new ways of being church. 
We are constantly trying to find new ways of being church, not because 
the previous was is wrong, but because as we move forward more folks 
connect, as we reach out, we find and experience new people and their 
ideas and opportunities…  With each interaction we are made better, we 
are made to think or see or experience the neighbourhood around us in a 
new way. 
As you all know, we have been using our “Grow a New Relationship” to 
look at all the ministry we are a part of at St. Mark’s.  In the season that is 
to come, in the summer to be… I offer you four challenges to take on look-
ing through that lens: 

1. Connect with someone you don’t know well from the congrega-
tion… a cup of coffee or tea… a lunch… whatever… but spend an 
hour getting to know someone 
from the congregation better. 

2. Connect with someone you 
don’t know well from outside 
the congregation… a neighbour… 
a colleague… someone from the 
gym… spend an hour getting to 
know someone new. 

3. Go to an event in your neigh-
bourhood and introduce yourself 
to 5 people. 

4. Visit one unfamiliar church and 
learn how they connect with God. 

Be brave… blow away some cobwebs… disturb your calm… grow a new 
relationship. 
Paul 

June at a Glance! 
June 8th - 11am: Sunday Service 
 - 12pm: Annual Congregational 

Meeting 
June 15th - 11am: Father’s Day Service 
June 19th -7pm: Board Meeting 
June 22nd - 11 am Service: Church Picnic & 

Strawberry Social 
June 29th  - 10 am Summer Services start 
 
For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are 

called to be a progressive, inclu-

sive life-affirming Christian com-

munity of faith within The United 

Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that 

has intentionally reflected upon what it 

means to be inclusive and that has evalu-

ated its openness to the ongoing work of 

being intentional about how it welcomes 

and includes others within the life and 

work of the church.  All barriers to those 

wishing to be a part of the congregation 

are explored, particularly, though not only, 

those around issues of sexual orientation 

and gender identity. 

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://www.st-marks.ca/
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From the Board Chair — Karen Boniface 
 

It is hard to believe we are into June now.  As with 
most years, the winter seems to take forever to end, 
and bam!  It’s summer!  Nature has been slow to warm 
up, the daffodils lasted much longer than usual (which 
I very much enjoyed), and I hear that the black flies up 
north are about two weeks behind, so will be feasting 
on cottagers later into the season.  Such is a Canadian 
summer!   

Thanks to Melinda and Art for organizing the lawn sale, 
and all the volunteers that donated, received, sorted, 
priced and sold.  Thanks to for those who cleaned up; 
it is a task that requires that extra energy after a long 
day - it is all quite an undertaking.  The funds raised 
help our bottom line while being a part of the commu-
nity is good for all.  And think of all the extra space you 
have now that you’ve cleared out your house! 

There are still a few events to go in June, the congrega-
tional meeting on June 8, camping trip at Sibbald’s 
Point, Father’s Day service and the Sunday School pic-
nic.  Then we move to our summer services where they 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and are shorter and informal.  
Shorts are allowed! 

As this is my final chair’s message, I thank you for your 
support over the last two years.  It has been a learning 
experience for me, I feel that I have grown my faith 
and relationships, and had a lot of good conversations, 
accomplished some wonderful things and had a lot of 
heartwarming and encouraging moments along the 
way.  Thanks to Paul, Carol and Rob Peck, as we 
formed early in my term, an opportunity to meet, 
touch base to try and keep on top of things.  It was 
very informative and valuable for me.  l am honoured 
to have served you, and I thank you and the board for 
your ongoing dedication and common goal to make St. 
Mark’s our church home, with all the housekeeping 
and love that it brings.     

May you have a lovely summer. 

Karen 

Summer Worship Leaders 
Sunday services at 10:00am 

June 29th – August 31st 

June 29 Bart & Karen Boniface 

July 

6 Paul Hutchison 

13 TBA  

20 Tom Stevens 

27 Kimberley-Robyn Covey 
& Aakilah Ade 

August 

3 Paul Hutchison 

10  TBA 

17  TBA 

24 Rob Peck 

31 Glen Greenwood 

Board Transition 
Thank you to Karen Boniface for her two years of leader-

ship as Board Chair at St. Mark’s.  We give thanks for your 

ministry and presence with us in leadership!  We look for-

ward to the leadership of Rob Peck as he assumes the 

chair. 

Paul’s Summer Schedule 
June 29 - Long Weekend – Off – Preaching July 6th 
July7-27 – 3 weeks Study Leave – writing first draft of D. 

Min Thesis. 
July 28 return to work for a week… preaching August 3rd 

(to finish the times and events calendar and the Wor-
ship Grid for the upcoming year) 

On holidays August 4th until after Labour Day. 

We Remember... 
Charlie Grindlay 

December 1, 1933 – June 7, 2013 
Held in our hearts. 

50th Anniversary Celebration Party 
Bettie and Dave are celebrating 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
and are having a party! 

Our St. Mark’s Family is invited 
to...Greet…Eat…and Dance to the 
Beat at: 

Scarborough Village Recreation Centre 

(Markham Rd. & Kingston Rd.) 

Saturday, August 16, 2014 

7:00p.m.—11:00p.m.                                           

Please RSVP to 416-284-8461 or by email to us at: 

bettiemackenzie@sympatico.ca 

Next Party is in August 2064…so don’t miss this one! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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From the Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team... 
WOW! Summer MEMO already! 

Time really seems to pass quickly these days ! 

In preparation for summer, and people being away and enjoying themselves, I'm asking you to please remember your 
St. Mark's family!  Some of us will still be here enjoying the services prepared by members of our own congregation - 
and, of course, there are still bills to be paid.  For those of you on PAR or Canada Helps, we truly appreciate your con-
tinued commitment.  We would encourage as many as possible to join our PAR givers—it makes our treasurer very 
happy!  

To those of you who use our donation envelopes - we would be most appreciative if you could submit post-dated 
cheques if you are planning to be away.  

To those who give weekly, but  haven't signed up for envelope givings - if you are going to 
be away, please give as generously as you are able prior to leaving.  

The work of St. Mark's goes on.  Our Community still needs our support of food and money 
gifts.  

Let us show our generosity through action and deeds.  

God bless you all, and have a happy and safe summer.  

Mary Ethel 

St. Marks Amazing Yard Sale... 
On behalf of the community, thanks for providing needed items and treasures to those in need of lower cost. 

Thank you for recycling and preventing land fill. 

A total of approximately $ 4,560.80 was raised towards St. Mark's operating budget. 

Everyone in the congregation contributed in all the ways they could, thanks to all.  

A special thanks to Aakilah for arranging the uplifting joyful steel drum music, social for the bake table, 
Rob and Dave on the BBQ, Bettie, Wendy and friends on the plant sale, Suzanne in the change making room. 

Harry Tim delivered the remaining treasures to Good Will. 

We made a warm connection with many in the community and forged stronger bonds with each other. 

Many Thanks! 

Melinda and Art 

Yard Sale Co-coordinators    

Progressive Dinner a Scrumptious Success! 

St. Mark’s held its 1st Annual Progressive Dinner—"Guess who's coming 

to dinner?" - on April 26th.  At 5:45pm, forty-one people arrived at St. 

Mark’s for appetizers as well as being given the name and address 

(including a map for directions) of one of five hosts who volunteered to 

provide the dinner’s main course at 7:00pm to their guests.  Following 

their dinners, all reconvened at the church for dessert and tea and 

coffee.  An enjoyable evening of dining and getting to know one another 

better was had by all! 

A total of $545 was contributed to the St. Mark’s operating funds.  

The date for the 2nd Annual St. Mark’s Progressive Dinner has been set 

for April 18, 2015! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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2015 Book Study is Ready to Go! 
The last day of one Book/Video Study is the first day of the next! 

2014 Video Study Wrapped Up   Many thanks to Shirley and Mike Criscione for hosting our end of the season 
party on May 9th at their home.  A wonderful time was had by all who attended.  

Next Year’s Book Decided  After some discussion and voting we settled on the book to be studied next year, Mis-
quoting Jesus by Bart Ehrman.  The following description was taken from Amazon. ca’s web site. 

From Publishers Weekly  In the absence of any original manuscripts of the books of the New Testament, how can 
we be sure that we're getting the intended words and meaning?  Ehrman, professor of religion at UNC–Chapel Hill, 
has devoted his life to the study of such questions and here offers an engaging and fascinating look at the way 
scholars try to answer them.  Part memoir, part history and part critical study, he traces the development of the 
academic discipline called textual criticism, which uses external and internal evidence to evaluate and compare an-
cient manuscripts in order to find the best readings.  Ehrman points out that scribes altered almost all of the manu-
scripts we now have.  In the early days of the Christian movement, scribal error often arose simply from uninten-
tional omissions of words or lines.  As Christianity evolved into an official religion under Constantine, however, 
scribes often added material to existing manuscripts or altered them to provide scriptural support for Christian doc-
trine or to enforce specific views about women, Jews or pagans.  Ehrman's absorbing story, fresh and lively prose 
and seasoned insights into the challenges of recreating the texts of the New Testament ensure that readers might 
never read the Gospels or Paul's letters the same way again. (Nov.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a divi-
sion of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 

Next Year’s Dates   The dates for next year’s book study have been selected so that everyone can plan their com-
mitments for January through May, 2015.  All dates are Fridays and all times are 7pm to 9 pm except for the end of 
year party which is from 7 pm until it ends.  The first session will be on January 9, 2015. 

Books Available from Rob   Rob Peck has ordered 15 books from Amazon.ca.  If you are interested, he would be 
happy to sell you one at his cost of $14.  More can be ordered if and when needed. Talk to Rob or let Carol know in 
the church office. 

Many Thanks! 
I have enjoyed presenting the stories of St. Mark’s work in the Memo over the past three years and chairing The Com-
munications Ministry Team for the past two years...many thanks to all who contributed!  For the coming year, the 
Communications Ministry Team members will be Karen Boniface (Chair), David Niemela (Memo Editor), Aakilah Ade, 
Carol Caisse (SM News) and Kathryn Moase (Web Site).  We know the Memo will continue to write itself with all your 
fantastic contributions!  Have a safe and happy summer! 

Trevor White, Chair 

Annual Golf Tournament & Barbeque – Sept. 8th 

Barbeque: Sept. 8th at 4 p.m. at St. Mark's United Church 

Cost: $10.00 per person 

Please pay either Larry Smith or Carol Caise for tickets. 

We need to know numbers of non-golfers who plan to attend 
this barbeque, for planning purposes by August 24th! 

WE  NEED  YOUR HELP: Gayle Feeney (barbeque organizer) 
needs 6 or 7 volunteers who can help with the set-up and lat-
er, the take-down of the food for the barbeque.  You do not 
need to prepare the food, only to help with its placement, 
etc.  If you can offer your time (3 p.m. onwards) please tell 
Gayle directly as soon as possible. Your barbeque ticket and 
our thanks will be your reward! 

              St. Mark’s Starlight Ball 

               Friday, May 29th, 2015 

 

Dining & Dancing at Qssis Banquet Hall 

More information to come this Fall! 

*Mark your calendars for this fabulous          

St. Mark’s fundraiser! 

                                                 Trevor & Sharon White 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

