
  

The Newsletter of St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9   (416) 439-8623  www.st-marks.ca  May 2012 

St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Spaghetti Dinner...Thanks for the memories! 
    The CE team took Stephanie McCrimmon's spring dinner idea and ran 
with it.  We put ads in the Scarborough Mirror and plastered posters in 
the immediate neighbourhood.  Bart Boniface and Kathy Lisle provided 
the Turkey dinner info for the planning and Tom Stephens did the posters, 
tickets and reservation easels.  Luella Stephens , Jeff, Bettie and Dave 
MacKenzie, Rob and Julia Peck, John and Leslie Wright all contributed 
their time and planning experience as well as working the dinner floor do-
ing what ever was needed. 
    All feasted and had fun.  With food donations from the MacKenzies, 
Pecks, Stephens and Nicholsons, only $100 of expenses came out of the 
ticket proceeds leaving $1021 for the St. Mark's operating budget.  
    Thanks to Julia's planning, she was able to package the left over sauce 
and meat balls that Social will be selling at $5 to generate more funds. 
Remezzos Italian Bistro  3335 Sheppard Ave. E (great food), the Wrights 
and the Nicholsons covered the 2 Trivia game prize bags consisting of Din-
ner and movie gift cards, snacks and a box of fine note cards . 
    Karen Wigle and Rob Burridge donned their fancy aprons and Italian 
mustache, oh...Rob only with that mustache, then they entertained as 
they served guest the entire evening.  Bettie MacKenzie kept the garlic 
bread coming while Carolyn Nicholson, Julia and Rob Peck, Luella and Tom 
Stephens and Debbie Filey slaved in the kitchen.  Bart and Wendy Whitam 
handled the greeting, John and Leslie handled the seating while the eve-
nings MC Shari Goodland and Leslie handled the trivia games.  
    A special note of thanks to Rev. Paul for the Italian music, Karen and 
Sarah Hutchison for help with the setup.  Trevor Salt did a great job selling 
tickets and looking after the tables. 
    Every one chipped in for the pack up and with Tom's expertise on the 
dishwasher, everything came clean.  
    Your CE team appreciates your support! 

 

May at a Glance! 
May 6 11am: Service 
May 10 7pm: Board Meeting 
May 11 7:30pm: Spring Daze Perform-

ance 
May 12 7:30pm: Spring Daze Perform-

ance 
May 13 11am: Mother’s Day Service: 

Kid’s Choir sings Robert 
Munch’s “Love You Forever” 

May 18 6pm: Book Study Potluck 
May 24 7pm: Social Justice Group 
May 27 11am: Pentecost Communion  
 
        Mondays @ 7pm: Art Classes 

...and a peek into June! 
June 3 11am Service:  Annual Congre-

gational Meeting following. 
June 10 11am Service: Confirmation & 

Transfer of Membership 
June 14 7pm: Board Meeting 
June 17 11am: Father’s Day—Marg 

Mooney leading the service 
June 24 11am Service & Church Picnic 
 
        Mondays @ 7pm: Art Classes 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

O n Sunday, June 3, 2012, St. Mark’s United Church will hold its  An-

nual General Meeting following Sunday service.   Before the meet-

ing there will be lunch provided by the Social Ministry Team.   Please join 

us and participate in celebrating the Mission and Ministry of St. Mark’s.    

http://www.st-marks.ca
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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From the Minister’s Desk — Paul Hutchison 

Welcome to May!  

The official flower of the city of Toronto is in full bloom as 

we make our way through the neighbourhoods.  A short 

hollow stem with a glowing yellow bloom on the top takes 

over the yard, or at least tries to…. And for every one we 

pull, it seems we see six more on the neighbours grass that 

are about to blow seed.  Pernicious things they are…  stead-

fast… persistent… if you don’t get the whole root, you don’t 

stand a chance of getting rid of them, and the likelihood of getting the whole root 

system is almost zero, no matter your tool of choice.  It’s part of the routine 

though, it’s part of what we do, I would suggest it might even be something we 

look forward to… not because of the dandelion, but because it means that the 

spring is officially here.  When the weather is nice enough, that hour working on 

the lawns is actually something we would look forward to.   

I often think it is strange how we measure time, how we keep track of so many 

appointments, about minutes until, or minutes since, or days to or days since, 

and I wonder if sometimes in the midst all that looking forward and looking back-

wards that we miss the moment that we are in. 

What is this minute in your life?  What is this hour in your life?  What is this day in 

your life, or week or month or year in your life about?  I am sure at times it does-

n’t feel like your life is about one thing, that there are too many things… but just 

like the sap in the trees that was gathered… when you boil down the ‘stuff’ in life 

until you just have the syrup, what is the one thing in your life you want to be 

about right now?  Grab a pen and some paper.  Write down all the demands on 

your life… then look at it… is that who you are?  Is that who you want to be?  

What is one small thing that you could do that might feel like you are doing 

something for you?  Write that down to… then try it… 

When we get overwhelmed by the ‘stuff’ of life, we distance ourselves from our 

centre, from that place where we connect with the holy.  In the midst of all the 

parts of the stories about Jesus’ life and the disciple’s life, they took time to con-

nect, to be connected to the holy.  Whenever they did that, it seems like their life 

went a better direction. 

Take time to be holy… maybe even pick a dandelion.  It is that time again. 

Paul 

We Rise Again 
By Leon Dubinsky 

The waves roll on, 

Over the water, 

And the ocean rise. 

We look to, 

Our sons and daughters, 

To explain our lives. 

As if our child, 

Could tell us how, 

And its sure as the sunrise, 

Sure as the sea, 

Sure as the wind in the trees. 

  

(Chorus) 

We rise again, 

In the faces of our children, 

We rise again, 

In the voices of our song, 

We rise again, 

In the waves out on the ocean, 

And then, we rise again. 

When the light goes dark, 

In the forces of creation, 

Across the stony spine, 

We look to, 

Reincarnation, 

To explain our lives. 

As if our child, 

Could tell us, how, 

And its sure as the sunrise, 

Sure as the sea, 

Sure as the wind in the tree. 

Chorus x2 

And then, we rise again. 

We Rise Again – Happy Mother’s Day! 

This is one of my favourite songs!  It’s appropriate in the month where we remember Mother’s day.  It 

talks about passing things on to the next generation, and how from that we see new life again. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within 

The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has 

evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the 

life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation are explored, particularly, 

though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian Education 

News 

A Note from Jeffrey... 

A Time to Heal, Physically and Emotionally 
 
As I write this, I am in the middle of my time off from St. 
Mark's.  I am healing quite well.  I do still have some loss of 
muscle use in my tongue - sometimes making it difficult to 
talk or eat, but everything else went very well.  I’ve been told 
that by the time I come back, the scar on my neck will have 
healed so well it might be very difficult to see. 
 
But what is 'time off'?  I have been thinking a lot about this.  
In the five years I have worked in the United Church I have 
only ever taken a week here or a week there, never such a 
long sustained period to myself.  I am sure we all know when 
we take vacation time in the short stints of weeks here and 
there, we are often running from one place to the next, not 
really just sitting and relaxing.  But now, I can read the things 
I desperately want to read, I can visit with the people that 
have -for far too long- been ignored in my life, and I am find-
ing I can reconnect with myself. 
 
My reading list is long, my visiting list is even longer, but I 
feel as though when I see you all in just a few short weeks, I 
will have come through this time stronger, and more ready 
than ever to share in the ministry and justice work that we 
have been called to do. 
 
Peace, Jeffrey Dale 

Hungry for a New World? 

 

Presbytery Wide Youth Retreat 

May 25th & 26th 
@ Glebe Road United Church, Yonge Street, between 
Eglinton and Davisville Stations 
 
Grade 7 and Up 
 
Come for the Games. Stay over night. Get to know 
the other youth in our presbytery. We will be exam-
ining what it means to be hungry for a new world, as 
we explore our treatment of the environment, each 
other and the world around us. 
St. Mark's is a partner in this retreat, so please make 
sure you come out! 

“Spirit of Gentleness” 

This Ain’t Your Grandma’s Bible Study 

Every Tuesday, 12 pm – 1 pm 

May 22nd to June 19th 

Come for "The Word"...stay for the conversation.  

Confirmation Camping Trip 
   June 1st- 3rd 
Meet at the church June 1st at 5 pm (if you need 
a pick up, let us know) 
Meet back at the church June 3rd right after 
church service 
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The Rainbow Family 
Rehearsals: June 3rd, 10th, 17th 
Performance: Sunday June 24th 

 
A teenager steps into a church he's never been in before. 
Why is he there? 
How do the people around him react? 
How does he find his place in the church? 
Is there even a place for him? 
This play explores what the church looks like to people of a 
younger generation, and what the church could be or really 
is. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Give because it is the right thing to do 

You will find below a statement showing the financial position for St. Mark’s up to the end of April 2012.  The news is 

not good.  As you know, the 2012 budget contained a deficit of over $32,000.  As of the end of April, the deficit stands 

at $13,546.  If nothing changes, St. Mark’s will end the year with a significant deficit. 

The Board had a good discussion in April about strategies to address the deficit.  Everyone will be participating in vari-

ous ways, including spreading the word about the great Ministry being done at St. Mark’s.  However, the reality is that 

right now, St. Mark’s does not have any funds in its operating account to pay expenses.  There is no easy answer and 

this is an issue that has been building since the recommendations in the JNAC report were implemented.  We all agree 

that St. Mark’s should continue with the Ministry it is doing, but we must find a way to pay for it.  

Financially Speaking – St. Mark’s January 1—April 30, 2012 Financial Summary 

Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team 

Seed (Fundraising) Projects 

We would like people to consider taking on individual GST-type events/projects that would be considered 

“Seed Projects” to assist with our fundraising.  If you have any ideas and want to communicate them to the 

congregation, please do so through the Memo or weekly SM news. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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For the second consecutive year, St. Mark's will be host-

ing a golf tournament, as part of a fundraising initiative.  

Date:  Monday, May 28th 

Cost:  $75.00 per golfer (includes cart, golf, and barbeque 

afterwards) 

          $10.00 for those who wish only to attend the Bar-

beque. (5:00 p.m. on)  

Location:  Winchester Golf Club....located east of Thick-

son Rd. (north side), on Winchester Rd. in Brooklin, ON 

The site of the barbeque will be announced in the near 

future; last year, all participants received a prize. 

What can YOU do?   Contact all your friends who enjoy 

golfing , and encourage them to sign up. Golf skills  are 

unnecessary!  

We Need:  participants to declare their names (and/or 

team members) to Larry Smith or Gord Maunder by May 

1st.  Cheques payable to St Mark's United Church  should 

be received by May 15th (latest). If you are able to assist 

with the set up of the barbeque event, transport tables 

to/from the church, etc. please contact Gayle Feeney 

 Golf Barbeque 

 As a matter of courtesy to our Barbeque Planning 
Team, we will be selling tickets to those attending the 
barbeque only, on Monday, May 28th.... after church on 
Sunday, May 6 and 13. Ticket price is $10 p.p.  Thank 
you for helping us determine the numbers who will be 
attending, in advance. Please see Gord Maunder in the 
narthex after church on those dates.  

St. Mark’s 4th Annual Baseball Trip 

       vs 

 

Only 5 tickets still available!!! 

As in past years, we will be travelling by bus from St. 

Mark's to the Rogers Centre on Thurs. Sept.27th. 

Our bus will leave from the front of the church at 5:30 

p.m. sharp, and return after the game.  This is a "prime 

ticket game"; thus, the cost for game and transportation 

will be  $57.00 p.p. 

Please sign up with either  DON THURSTON or  GORD 

MAUNDER as soon as possible. Cheques for the tickets 

should be made payable to St. Mark's United Church  and 

given to Gord, Don or the office by May 30th. If it is impor-

tant with whom you sit, please make this known to Gord 

or Don.  

St. Mark’s Spring Daze 
 

 On Friday, May 11th and Satur-
day, May 12th, 2012, at 7:30 pm, St. 
Mark’s will be hosting its first annual 
Variety Show – Spring Daze.   There will 
be dancing, singing, skits, stories and 
genuine delight.   It will be magic. 
 

Tickets: $10  now on sale! 
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PICKERING ARTFEST 

Susan Brown has added some photos to her web-
site.  http://www.artbysue.mosaicglobe.com/ 

 She will be showing and selling 
her artwork at the Pickering 
"Artfest on the Esplanade", 
Saturday, May 26, 2012, from 
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Espla-
nade Park, Pickering, 
ON.   Please spread the 
word.   Esplanade Park is located behind Pickering City 
Hall, which is across the street, east of Pickering Town 
Centre Mall. 

This is a seed project for Susan and 10% of her sales will 
be coming to St. Mark’s. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.artbysue.mosaicglobe.com/
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Thank You! 

Thanks to Henri Vanderkoi for serving as our guest musician until the end of May! 

Upcoming Services 

Mother’s Day 2012 May 13th – Including Robert Munsch’s Love You Forever 

Pentecost Communion – May 27th 

Congregational Meeting for Mission & Ministry – June 3rd 

Father’s Day – Marg Mooney Preaching – June 17th 

Church Picnic & Outdoor Service – June 24th 

Transfer of Membership 

Confirmation & Transfer of Membership – June 10th 

Interested in becoming a member of St. Mark’s officially?  Speak to Paul or Carol about getting your membership trans-

ferred. 

Times & Events Calendar 

Paul is working on the Times and Events Calendar for next year.  If you have dates of events or meetings planned for 

the upcoming year, please email the information to him as soon as possible for inclusion. 

Curran Hall Newsletter 

Did you know we place a full page ad in the Curran Hall community newsletter?  Check it out.  We are planning to start 

placing an ad each month in the Seven Oaks community newsletter in the fall. 

Welcome Home Service 

At the board meeting in April we talked about trying to connect with our neighbours to invite them to drop back in at 

St. Mark’s.  Our thought was to send invitations out to folks specifically inviting them to attend the Anniversary service 

in October.   

Who do you think we should invite?  Please email names and addresses to Carol or make a note on the clipboard on 

the table outside the sanctuary.   

Thinning your Perennials? 
 

Are your perennials taking over in various corners of your garden?  Please thin them into some of 

those left over flower pots hanging around your basement to bring to the plant sale at the Yard Sale 

on June 2nd. 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623   www.st-marks.ca May 2012 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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The Next Chapter                       

by Karen Wigle                              

Are you interested in growing native plants or your own vegetables but aren’t sure where to start?  We’ve got some 

great books to help you with all your gardening plans.  Check out the end of the column for a nearby garden centre 

that is a hidden gem. 

The library now has a copy of  Katharina Manassis’ latest book: 

Problem Solving in Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy   

“Teaching children simple and structured ways to find solutions to everyday problems will give 

them one of the best starts to an emotionally healthy life.  The clear language and practical 

strategies in this book will be helpful for anyone working with children who are ‘stuck’, whether 

they are depressed, anxious, or just going through a rough time.”  “Practical, readable, compas-

sionate, and filled with rich and realistic examples…A particular strength is the author’s wise at-

tention to common pitfalls in applying these strategies.” 

 

100 Easy-To-Grow Native Plants For Canadian Gardens by Lorraine Johnson 

“With her characteristic wit and down-to-earth perspective, Lorraine Johnson provides a fail-safe 

reference for 100 beautiful and low-maintenance native plants in Canada…..handy profiles of each 

native plant; creative suggestions for pairing plants; propagation and cultivation tips; extensive 

plant charts by region, habitat, and condition.” 

  

The Reluctant Gardener A Beginner’s Guide to Gardening In Canada by Dinah Shields & 

Edwinna von Baeyer 

“At last-a step-by-step guide for the beginner or anyone else who wants sensible, comprehensi-

ble advice on ornamental gardening in Canada.  Gardening should be rewarding and fun.  But 

the array of tasks involved in starting and maintaining a beautiful garden can seem daunt-

ing…..The Reluctant Gardener comes to the rescue! Learn about: planning and designing your 

garden; the non-prima donna annuals and perennials; container gardening; demystifying bulbs; 

hand-to hand combat with weeds, disease and insects; the ablsolut minimum list of garden 

chores.” 

Perennials for Ontario a Lone Pine Book by Alison Beck &  Kathy Renwald 

With almost 500 colour photographs and a pictorial index using common plant names, this easy to 

read book gives you everything you need to know to grow great perennials.  There is information on 

flower and foliage colour and height, blooming periods, how and when to plant, planting strategies, 

and light, water and nutrient needs. 

                                                                               

      (“The Next Chapter” continues on page 8) 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9   (416) 439-8623 www.st-marks.ca May 2012 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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The Next Chapter… (continued from p. 7)                                        

Gardening From Seed The Keys to Success with Flowers and Vegetables by Thomas Christopher 

“Growing your ouwn plants from seed is the most rewarding, most economical way to create the garden you long for.  

In this comprehensive yet easy to follow handbook, the editors of Martha Stewart Living share their secrets for suc-

cess: starting seeds indoors, outdoors, garden plans and a glossary of plants.” 

A great greenhouse... 

Gurr Block Greenhouses is a small nursery hidden away in Scarborough near the Guildwood Go Station.   I didn’t know 

about it for years but now it is one of my favourite local spots to buy plants.  They grow much of their own stock and 

have reasonable prices.  The website gurru.ca has a list of their annuals, perennials and hanging baskets.  They also 

make concrete products such as birdbaths, stepping stones, sundials, plants, curbs and garden edging.  They are lo-

cated close to Kingston Road and Celeste Drive.  This is the intersection where you turn for the Guildwood Go station.  

To find Gurr’s, turn north off Kingston Road (opposite to the Go station) onto Celeste Drive.  Take the first left onto 

Greenvale Terrace.  You will see a sign for Livingston Road above the Greenvale Terrace sign.  Follow Greenvale Ter-

race as it skirts the park and turn left onto Livingston Road.  If you turn right you end up at a dead end in the park.  

Gurr’s is at the end of the street, tucked up against the bridge.  Their address is 405 Livingston Road , M1E 1M5.  The 

web site does not list an opening date but I would guess it is soon.   No telephone number is provided. 

And...If you need a refreshing break once you’ve made your purchases, try the Village Roaster at 3452 Kingston Road.   

Continue west along Kingston Road and you’ll find them west of Markham Road on the north side.  They have four 

signature blends of coffee and roast the beans on site.  They also offer a selection of pastries, whole leaf teas and 

other beverages.  I haven’t been to the Village Roaster since it moved from Highland Creek so please let me know if 

you like it.  Their phone number is 416-752-1780 and the web site is thevillageroaster.com. 
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Editor’s Note…The “Summer” Memo 
 

So as to include news and other information arising 
from the Annual Congregational Meeting in June, as 
well as to include more comprehensive information 
about possible Summer events and planned activi-
ties for the Fall, a decision has been made that a 
"Summer 2012 Memo" will be published this year in 
place of the June issue.  I expect to publish this 
"Summer" issue on or about Friday, June 22 with 
the electronic version available on that date and 
print version available on Sunday, June 24th.  Please 
note that the deadline for submissions for the 
"Summer" issue will be Tuesday, June 19, 2012. 
 

If you have any questions or comments, please con-
tact me directly. 
 

Thanks! 
 

Trevor White 

Our annual yard sale is quickly approaching, please 
put aside any gently used items that you are no 
longer using and would like to share with others in 
our community. Items that sell well are tools, toys, 
games, sports equipment, bikes, furniture, dishes & 
kitchen ware, books, dvds comic books, curtains 
and linen, small appliances, electronics, jewelry, 
etc.  Items can be brought to the church Thursday, 
May 31st & Friday June 1st, 6-9pm both days. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

