
  

St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.   

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Please Note: From June 30 through September 1, Sunday Services are at 10:00 am. 

Celebrating the Lives of Doris & Alex Watson 
A donation was received honouring 
the late Doris and Alex Watson who 
were  long-time members of St. 
Mark’s for the installation of auto-
matic door openers at the front and 
parking lot entrances to the church.  A 
dedication ceremony was held during 
the June 2nd service which was 
attended by their daughter, Janet   
Minard, and nephew, Russ Jones. 

June at a Glance! 
June 18th - 12 pm: Bible Study 
June 21st - 7:30pm: Family Movie Night 
June 23rd  - 11 am Service: Church Picnic & 

Strawberry Social 
June 25th - 12 pm: Bible Study 
June 30th  - 10 am Summer Services start 
 

July at a Glance! 
July 3rd    - AGO Trip 
July 5th    - 7:30pm: Family Movie Night 
July 10th  - Toronto Island Trip 
July 12th   - 7:30pm: Documentary Night 
July 17th   - Guildwood Park Trip 
July 26th –  7:30pm: Documentary Night 
 

And a peek at September! 
Sept. 1st  - 10 am Service: Rob Peck pre-

siding 
Sept. 8th - 11 am Communion Service: 

Come for coffee & fellowship @ 
10:30 am 

Sept. 14th - Walkathon  
Sept. 19th - Blue Jays Trip  
Sept 21st - Welcome Back BBQ 
 
For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  
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Summer Learning & Breathing — Paul Hutchison 

As I write this, it’s another rainy day, but I have faith that the summer 
will come.  The moderator’s blog today had a line in it that I loved 
from Tagore (former poet Laureate for India):  “Faith is the bird that 
feels the light and sings when the dawn is still dark.”  It struck me. 

It is almost Summer.  The weather hasn’t done anything to prove that 
reality, but the calendar moves forward.  We know it is to come even 
if the temperature doesn’t give us much of a hint, we know that time 
to recharge will soon be here.  It’s time for a bit of that “Ruach Elo-
him” that “spirit of God”, or “breath of God” that comes when we get 
away from our routines, habits, and regular places.  It’s a time to be 
away, to recharge, to read some good books, enjoy some good com-
pany, share some good food, try some new wine, and to take some 
time to reflect on life.  What’s good?  What needs some work?  What 
needs to be let go of?  What needs to be picked up again?  They aren’t 
easy questions but they are valuable as we reflect on the stewardship 
of our lives, the way we balance ourselves in the place we call home.  
That, to me, is one goal of summer… some time to breathe. 

With my enrollment in the D.Min. program at Drew University, the 
M&P committee recommended  to the board a fourth week of study 
leave for the 2013 calendar year.  I will be off for four weeks of holi-
days plus three weeks of study leave throughout the summer.  I will be down at Drew in Madison NJ for two 
of those weeks, with the third week of study to do the course work required, and that should complete the 
required courses for the program.  That is my second goal of the summer… some time to learn.   

Take some time to learn. 

Take some time to breathe. 

Be well. 

Paul 

Summer Worship Leaders 
Sunday services at 10:00am 

June 30 – September 1st 

J u n e  3 0  Debbie Maunder 

J u l y    7  Jeffrey Dale 

1 4  
Mary Ethel Morton 
& Carol Caise 

2 1  Trevor White 

2 8  Judy Lung 

A u g .   4  
Mary Ethel Morton 
& Carol Caise 

1 1  
Karen & Bart 
Boniface 

1 8  Paul Preaching 

2 5  Paul Preaching 

S e p .   1  Rob Peck 

From the Board Chair — Karen Boniface 
 

As we enjoy these longer days, I hope you take the time to enjoy the lovely morning freshness, the sum-
mer flowers, the warmth of the sun, and time with family and friends.  These are God's gifts to us. 
 

The summer services begin on June 30th with services at 10:00 a.m. — they are a shorter, more informal 
format, with most presented by members of St Mark's.  Their reflections are personal and definitely      
engaging! 
 

May you have a wonderful summer! 
 

Karen 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of 
faith within The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and 
that has evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes 
others within the life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation 
are explored, particularly, though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

Christian Education Summer Programs 

For more information on any of the items listed on this page contact  

Jeffrey at jeff@st-marks.ca  
 

 Youth, Children, Adults Outings 

A Trip to the AGO 
July 3

rd
 

 Come for a day of art and exploration!  

 $ 25.00 (ticket and transit)  

 A Trip to Toronto Island 
July 10th 

 Come see Toronto’s greatest natural amusement!  

 $ 15.00 (transit)  

 A Day At Guildwood Park 
July 17th 

 Fun in the sun. Check out the park for the day!  

 FREE!  

 Each day begins at St. Mark’s at 9 am and ends at 3:30 pm at St. Mark’s. 
Please pack a lunch.  

Documentary Series 

July 12
th

 

How to Survive a Plague  

 Beginning at the start of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic in the United States, 
the documentary follows a group of 
AIDS activists and founders of AIDS 

group ACT UP, and follows their 
struggle for response from the Unit-
ed States government and medical 
establishment in developing effec-

tive HIV/AIDS medications. 

 July 26
th

  

Stories We Tell  

 A film that excavates layers of myth 
and memory to find the elusive truth 

at the core of a family of storytell-
ers. A film by Sarah Polley. 

All documentaries begin at 7:30 pm  

Family Movie Night 

 June 21
st 

      Percy Jackson and the Lighting Thief 

 A teenager discovers he's the descendant of a Greek god and sets out on an 
adventure to settle an on-going battle between the gods. 

 July 5
th 

        Turtle: The Incredible Journey  

A little loggerhead turtle follows in the path of her ancestors on one of the 
most extraordinary journeys in the natural world. Born on a beach in Florida, 

she rides the Gulf Stream all the way to the frozen north and ultimately swims 
around the entire North Atlantic to Africa and back to the beach where she 

was born. 

Movies Begin at 7:30 pm  

This Ain’t Your Grandma’s Bible Study 

Has returned and will be held every Tuesday from 12 pm – 1 pm with the last 

session on June 25th. 

Bring your lunch and your thinking caps.  

Water Bottles and Granola 

The Christian Education Team is 
currently selling Water bottles 
and home-made (by your very 
own Sunday School) granola.  For 
$20 you will get an aluminum 
water bottle (that is blue with 
white lettering). The bottles will 
say: “Progressive, Inclusive, Life-
Affirming. www.st-marks.ca”.  
This fundraiser is for St. Mark’s 
general fund.  The bottles and 
granola will be made available at 
the church picnic June 23rd, but 
we need to know how many to 
order by June 9th (at the latest)!  
Don’t miss out on this one of a 
kind, limited edition opportunity. 

mailto:jeff@st-marks.ca
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ACT_UP
http://www.st-marks.ca
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Financially Speaking – St. Mark’s January 1—May 31, 2013 Financial Summary 
Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team 

Enjoy your summer, but don’t forget about St. Mark’s! 

At the suggestion of the Board, the financial information is being presented in a different format.  You can 
see that the deficit grows each month and was over $20,000 at the end of May.  We were very fortunate 
that everyone came together for a yard sale in June that raised over $4,600 for St. Mark’s — $1,600 more 
than budgeted - which will help reduce the deficit. 

At the end of the first quarter of 2013, the cash in the bank was less than our liabilities.  Therefore, the 
Board passed a motion in April allowing the Treasurer to request up to $15,000 from the Trustees so that 
funds are available to meet our financial obligations.  The Treasurer has already requested and received 
$10,000 from the funds held by the Trustees, which has allowed her to pay the bills.  However, if $15,000 is 
used this year, there will not be enough left with the Trustees to make the same request again next year.  
You will be receiving further information from the Board about their ideas to try and address this situation 
before the funds held by the Trustees run out. 

The summer season is upon us and offerings often go down, as less people attend on a regular basis.  Since 
our expenses continue during the summer, please do not forget about St. Mark’s.  There are various ways to 
continue to support St. Mark’s during the summer, including post dated cheques, mailing your envelope 
when you cannot attend, using Canada Helps (giving online) or going on PAR (preauthorized bank re-
mittance).  Please call Carol in the office if you need more information. 

As always, if you have any questions or you want more information, please contact a member of the Board 
or a member of the Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team. 
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Rob and Julia Peck invite the congregation of St. Mark’s, together with your family and any visiting out-of-town 
guests, to our 
15th annual 

 Canada Day Celebration 
to share with us our joy at being citizens/residents of Canada.  

 

Date: Monday, July 1st, 2013 
Time of day:  3 pm until the last person leaves. 
Location:   43 D'Arcy Magee Crescent, Toronto 

Rules: Potluck ... you provide one of an appetizer, salad or dessert and your beverage of choice; Julia and Rob will 
provide burgers, sausages, chicken and buns.  Don't tell us what you are bringing ... we love surprises! 

 
RSVP:  to Julia & Rob (so we have some idea how much meat and buns to buy!) 

(416) 284-3975 robpeck@rogers.com 
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Fall Tee Golf & Barbeque – Sept. 9th 

 
The Golf Planning Team is busy planning the upcoming tournament  and seeking more  participants.  Cost 
is $80.00 per golfer, includes golf, cart and barbeque.  Gayle and Bob Feeney are hosting this year’s 
barbeque at their home.  We cordially invite all St. Mark’s congregants to consider joining us for the 
evening barbeque, beginning around 5 p.m.   Take a break from your own cooking and enjoy the hospital-
ity of friends  for a small price of $10.00 .  A sign up list is on the back bulletin board. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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SEEDS for GROWTH 
In the previous issue of the Memo, we were challenged with initiating individu-
al seed projects that will assist with the church’s finances. Maybe my concept 
will resonate with you. 
Like you, I have jobs that I push aside for months, or even years, because they 
take aren’t terribly urgent, aren’t interesting or are time consuming. I have 
identified 5 such tasks  including clearing out a file cabinet that has materials to 
re-file, shred, or dispose. I have put this off for the past 6 years, at least. I also 
need to review my insurance policies and create a summary for Debbie; you get 
the idea of the type of tasks ahead of me. As I complete each task, I will put 
aside a sum of money ($20.00??) in an envelope. My goal is to complete all 5 
tasks by Turkey Dinner evening in November, and hand in at the next day’s ser-
vice. The reward for me is intrinsic… a task out of the way finally; for the church, 
it is a tangible gift that is badly needed.   Do YOU have a seed project to tell us 
about? 
Submitted by Gord Maunder 

Happy Birthday to…  

Don French 

who will be 83 

on June 22nd! 

 

“Walk for Help”  

A “Walk for Help” is being 

considered for Sept. 14th.  The 

current objective for the 

funds raised will be our 

Christmas Hampers program.  

Funds raised beyond 

$3000.00 will be targeted for 

the church’s general funds.  

To make this walkathon via-

ble, we will need a minimum 

of 30 participants involved, 

with each one having a goal 

of raising $100.00.  If 5 spon-

sors each donate $20.00, the 

objective will be easily 

attained.  Participants are 

asked to seek sponsors from 

beyond the church communi-

ty, such as relatives, neigh-

bours, friends, work col-

leagues, and others in their 

network.  It was pointed out 

that a neighbouring church 

raised over $10,000 a few 

years ago with over 80 partic-

ipants obtaining sponsors.  

We Can Do It, Too! 

Gayle Feeney and Gord 

Maunder are heading this 

project, with support from 

Property and Outreach 

teams. 

Fall Welcome Back BBQ—September 21st @ 5:30 pm 

Set aside the evening of Saturday, Sept. 21st        
at 5:30 pm to party at St. Mark’s!  The occasion is 

to welcome the St. Mark’s family back for the 
Fall!   There will be a BBQ dinner and lots of time 

to visit with each other and with our staff. 
Bring an appetizer, salad or dessert. 

“SM News”  

St. Mark’s Weekly 

eNews Flash!  

Each Friday, Carol publishes to 

SMUC’s email distribution list the 

most pertinent details for the week 

to come. 

If you want to send news/event/

reminder out on Friday, contact Car-

ol no later than Thursday evening.  

Carol can be reached at 416-439-

8623 or by e-mail at  carol@st-

marks.ca . 

As always, if you have recently 

adopted a new technology, acquired 

or changed your email address, or 

changed your contact information, 

let Carol know so we can find you! 

 
 
 

Times and Events Dates … and 
Deadlines:  Schedule & Phone 
Directory 
 
Paul and Carol will be working to pro-
duce the Times and Events Directory 
for 2013-2014 at St. Mark’s.  If you 
have any dates planned, please be 
sure to submit them.  It is hoped to 
print the calendar and directory the 
first part of August.  All Ministry team 
Chairs need to get their dates in be-
fore the summer starts! 
If there were any corrections to be 
made to update your address, phone 
or email, please be sure to let us 
know. 
 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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The Next Chapter                       

by Karen Wigle                              

If you are looking for some interesting reading material for your summer holidays take a look at our library.  

There is a wealth of interesting books to entertain, challenge and inspire you.  

Here are just a few of the new books we have in our library.  Thank you Marg Mooney, Peggy Hall, and 

Jeffrey Dale for donating most of these books. 

 

Mothers, Sisters, Daughter Standing On Their Shoulders – Gateley + Mattucci 

The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat – Oliver Sacks 

Enter Mourning A Memoir On Death, Dementia & Coming Home – Ottawa author Heather Menzies 

Dropped Threads What We Aren’t Told – Shields + Anderson 

A Map of Glass – fiction by Jane Urquhart 

Monopoly on Salvation? Feminist Approach to Religious Pluralism – J. Fletcher 

Conquering Fear Living Boldly in an Uncertain World – Harold  Kushner 

Iscariot: A Novel of Judas – Tosca Lee 

Love God Heal Earth: 21 Leading Religious Voices Speak Out on Our Sacred Duty to Protect the                  

Environment – Rev. Canon Sally Bingham 

 

Addendum 

Have you been to the Rosetta McClain Gardens?  They are located at 5 Glen Everest Road, close to Kingston 

Road and Birchmount.  The gardens are a lovely place to visit, and a perfect spot to sit and read.  The rose 

gardens are a specialty but you will find a variety of flowerbeds, a fountain, Braille signage and ramps to help 

those with limited mobility.  The gardens are on the edge of the lake and allow a view of the Scarborough 

Bluffs.  There is a small parking lot.  They are on the Kingston Road East Bus 12 route from Victoria Park sta-

tion. 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9   (416) 439-8623 www.st-marks.ca June 2013 

Many Thanks! 
 
I have enjoyed presenting the stories of St. Mark’s work in the Memo over the past year. For the coming 
year, the Communications Ministry Team members are Sandra Barnes, Carol Caisse, Kathryn Moase and my-
self.  We know the Memo will continue to write itself with all your fantastic contributions!  Have a safe and 
happy summer! 

Trevor White, Chair 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

