
  

St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.   

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Please Note: From July 1 through September 3, Sunday Services are at 10:00 am. 

New Music Director Appointed! 
The Search Team is 
happy to announce  
the appointment of 
Judy Lung as the 
new Director of Mu-
sic. Judy will begin 
her duties at St. 
Mark’s on September 
1, 2012 and the offi-
cial covenanting ser-
vice is planned for 
Sunday, September 
23. 

Judy grew up in the 
United Church. As the daughter of a United Church organist, Judy 
grew up singing in church choirs and playing organ/piano duets with 
her mother.  In her application, Judy wrote: “I learned early on that 
music has the power to inspire, heal and refresh!” 

Judy enjoys traditional and contemporary music and is looking for-
ward to sharing in music ministry with St. Mark’s. Outside of her 
church/music career, Judy works in entertainment PR. 

June at a Glance! 
June 24th  - 11 am Service: Church Picnic & 

Strawberry Social 
 

July at a Glance! 
July 1st - 10 am Service: Mary Ethel 

Morton presiding 
 
July 29th  - 10 am Service: Bart & Karen 

Boniface presiding 
 

August at a Glance! 
Aug. 12th  - 10 am Service: Neville Jacobs 

presiding 
 

And a peek at September! 
Sept. 3rd  - 10 am Service: Rob Peck pre-

siding 
 
Sept. 10th - 11 am Service: Come for coffee 

& fellowship @ 10:30 am 
 
Sept 15th - 5:30 pm: Welcome Back BBQ 
 
Sept. 23rd - 11 am: Covenanting Service for 

Music Director Judy Lung   
For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  
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Welcome Back BBQ—September 15th @ 5:30 pm 

Set aside the evening of Saturday, Sept. 

15 at 5:30 pm to party at St. Mark’s!  The 

occasion is to welcome the St. Mark’s 

family back for the Fall!   There will be a 

BBQ dinner and lots of time to visit with 

each other and with our staff, including 

our new music director, Judy Lung..  

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://www.st-marks.ca/
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From the Minister’s Desk — Paul Hutchison 

Behold, behold, I make all things new, beginning with you  

and starting from today. 

Behold behold, I make all things new, my promise is true,  

for I am Christ the way. 

Words & Music John L. Bell, 1995.  #115 in More Voices 

 

As I write for this summer edition, I am on a course with Karen Boniface hosted in 
Waterloo by Nan Cressman from Conciliation Services.  The workshop is called  
CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN ANXIOUS TIMES: How to be Calm and Coura-
geous No Matter What with the Rev. Dr. Peter Steinke, Congregational leadership 
consultant and Alban Institute author.  Yesterday, Pete offered a comment that 
stuck with me for the whole day... his comment was that “the great commission for 
Jesus (see sidebar) has an error in translation.  It shouldn’t be “go out”, but  instead 
“as you go”  not to make it a formal task to connect folks, but instead in our day to 
day living to live in a way that encourages us to share our faith.  But... better than 
that comment was his off the cuff comment was that a better Mission Statement 
for Jesus would have been “behold, I make all things new...” and I was hooked.  
Immediately the verse from More Voices leapt into my head. 

Summer is to be that time of making all things new, about taking time to recharge 
our batteries, to reconnect with our families, to travel, to read, to be still, to eat 
good food, to drink good wine and to experience a slower pace of life. 

Where are you able to take that time? 

When are you able to take that time? 

Who would you most like to spend some of that time with? 

It doesn’t have to be fancy, it doesn’t have to be expensive, but in the months to 
come, take a moment to be still and hear that still small voice within you that 
makes your life feel more holy.   

Breathe in that space.    

Breathe deeply! 

Start today! 

Paul 

Matthew 28:16-20 
New International Version 

(NIV) 

The Great Com-

mission 

16 Then the eleven disciples 
went to Galilee, to the moun-
tain where Jesus had told 
them to go.17 When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but 
some doubted. 18 Then Jesus 
came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them 
to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 

 

Many Thanks!  I have enjoyed presenting the stories of St. Mark’s work in the Memo over the past year. In the com-
ing year, in addition to editing and publishing the Memo, I will also be chair of the Communications Ministry Team 
whose members are Carol Caisse, Sandra Barnes, Kathryn Moase, Anne Greenwood and Krista Boniface.  We know the 
Memo will continue to write itself with all your fantastic contributions!!!!  Have a safe and happy summer!  Trevor 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of 
faith within The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and 
that has evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes 
others within the life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation 
are explored, particularly, though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian 

Education News 

Summer Reading List—Jeffrey Dale  

 Each year around this time, I get excited, because I get the opportunity 
to make my summer reading list. What is on your list? What types of books in-
terest you? Here are a few from my list: Magnified World by Grace O’Connell, 
Are You My Mother? by Alison Bechdel, Wisdom of the Elders by David Suzuki 
(thank you to Julia Peck for telling me about this book). I will also be spending 
part of the summer downtown at the Toronto Fringe Festival where I will stage 
manage “The Other Three Sisters”, and part of the summer in Halifax at Atlan-
tic School of Theology where I will be taking a course titled “Atheism and the 
Christian Response”.  

 Summer for me is my favorite time of year, because it is a time to reflect 
and relax, a time for the world to turn at it’s own pace of us to truly appreciate 
the people in our lives. Take some time this summer, with a good book or with 
friends, and enjoy. Simply, enjoy.  

Peace,  

Jeffrey Dale 

Sunday School  

         Coming This Fall…..  

CHARACTER 

EDUCATION 

 

The St. Mark’s United Church Sun-

day School Curriculum will be fo-

cused this fall on Character Educa-

tion, topics include: Responsibility, 

Citizenship, Compassion, Respect, 

Honesty, Fairness, Trustworthi-

ness, Integrity.  

 

Each topic will be accompanied by 

crafts, games and songs.  There 

will still be two Sunday School 

classes: Jr (Kindergarten to Grade 

5) and Sr. (Grade 6 to 12).  

 

Interested in teaching?  See Jeffrey 

or Art Nicholson.  

 

This Fall… 

Six Sessions 

A Guide to Spiritual Growth             

So much of our life, and church life is spent studying knowledge-based learn-
ing. Facts and figures make up who we are as a society, but the spiritual part 

of our lives needs to be nourished as well. We need the time to contem-
plate, to create, and to centre ourselves. This fall, Jeffrey Dale and Leslie 

Wright will be leading members of St. Mark’s and their friends on a journey 
into the deeper connection to yourself and the world around you. Through 
various evenings and topics, we will begin to examine our relationship with 

ourselves and the spirit that moves us.  

This Ain’t Your Grandma’s Bible Study 

Will be back this fall, starting September 18th. 

Every Tuesday from 12 pm – 1 pm.  

Bring your lunch and your thinking caps.  
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Financially Speaking – St. Mark’s January 1—May 31, 2012 Financial Summary 

Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team 

Enjoy your summer, but don’t forget about St. Mark’s! 

You will find a statement below showing the financial position for St. Mark’s up to the end of May 2012.  The 
good news is that the deficit did not increase in May.  The not so good news is that the deficit still stands at 
$12,047 and we are heading into a time of year when offerings traditionally decrease.  Our offerings should 
be at about 42% of budget at this point in the year.  However, they currently stand at 38% of budget (a 
budget that carries a significant deficit even if we end the year with offerings at 100% of budget).   The sum-
mer season is upon us and offerings often go down, as less people attend on a regular basis.  Since our ex-
penses continue during the summer, please do not forget about St. Mark’s.  There are various ways to con-
tinue to support St. Mark’s during the summer, including post dated cheques, mailing your envelope when 
you cannot attend, using Canada Helps (giving online) or going on PAR (preauthorized bank remittance).  
Please call Carol in the office if you need more information. 

We were very fortunate that everyone came together for a yard sale in June that raised almost $4,500 for 
St. Mark’s.  In addition, someone provided a donation of $600 so the total would be over $5,000!  Since in-
come from a yard sale was not in the budget, the entire amount will help reduce the deficit. 

 

 

 

 

Seed (Fundraising) Projects 

We would like people to consider taking on individual GST-type events/projects that would be considered 

“Seed Projects” to assist with our fundraising.  If you have any ideas and want to communicate them to the 

congregation, please do so through the Memo or weekly SM news. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Spring Tee - Fabulous Day!  
Gord Maunder (for the planning team) 

On Monday, May 28th, 56 golfers teed off for the 2nd annual St. Mark's SPRING TEE golf tournament under hazy, 
humid conditions.  As usual, the course at Winchester Golf Club in Brooklin, ON outsmarted most of the golfers, 
but "fun" was the central name of the game.  A terrific score of 62 was recorded (as lowest score)  by the mixed 
group of John Cook, Bill Dimente, Jean Niblo, Gail Ryan.  Low Ladies team was the group of Linda Sherlock, Pat 
Kurtz, and Lenore Lecky.  Lowest Men's group was Bob Jones, John DiPede, Carman Chisamore, and Cam Cowan.  A 
large bonus went to Carman Chisamore for being recipient of the 50/50 draw. 
 

Golfers and other folks enjoyed the ambience of Rob and Julia Peck's backyard and home for the barbeque.  Our 
celebrity cooks were Dave MacKenzie & Rob Burridge.  Meanwhile, Harry and Suzanne Brown were the friendly 
refreshment stewards.  Feedback was entirely positive and all our thanks go to the planning team members for 
another superb job. 
 

Next year, we hope to find an alternative location for the barbeque in order to give Rob and Julia a well earned 
respite.  Are there any offers??? 

From the Board Chair—Karen Boniface 

Greetings! 
 
Oh, the days are getting longer and warmer, the flowers in the garden are coming into bloom, and we look forward 
to the promise of summer.  I too look forward to some new beginnings. 
 
It is an honour and humbling experience to serve as your incoming chair of the board, I know there is much to 
learn.  I look forward to the opportunity over the next two years to work with the wonderful individuals that make 
up the life of St. Mark’s and get to know many of you better. 
 
No doubt, it will be challenging to resolve every request that may come my way, but with your help, an open mind-
edness with our teamwork approach and God's help, we will continue to keep the St Mark's family that special oa-
sis, our place for spiritual awakening from the rush of life.  That's really what it's all about, isn't it? 
 
I am in awe of Mary Ethel, our outgoing chair and wish to thank her on behalf of the board and the congregation 
for her unselfish generosity and leadership she has shown over her term as chair.  She has been a faithful, warm 
and fun chair, and very special friend.  She leaves big shoes to fill, and I hope you will help me along with this in-
credible responsibility. 
 
I also look forward to working alongside with Paul, Jeff, Carol, Peter and Judy, our new music director, the board 
members and you, the members and adherents of the congregation.  Our combined dedication to our faith and 
spirituality will be our guiding light. 
 
This summer some of us will be planning workshops to map out our future.  Over the fall and winter, we will have 
the opportunity to listen to your thoughts and together do some visioning and work planning to get us there.  So 
please take some time to prayerfully think about our opportunities and challenges that we face.  It also gives us a 
chance to communicate while getting to know and understand each other better.  Creative ideas are always wel-
come! 
 
So, I hope you and your family have a safe, restful and fun summer.  Do try to attend some of the summer ser-
vices.  I find the insight and stories that you learn from our fellow members are interesting and inspiring. 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9   (416) 439-8623 www.st-marks.ca June 2012 
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From the Property Team… 
Gord Maunder 
 

WANTED  
  

The Property Team urgently needs the name of a carpenter who has the 

skills to build four (4) security windows and install them in our church base-

ment this summer.  If you have the name(s) of such a person whom you 

can recommend, please contact Carol at the church office with this infor-

mation.  Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated by all. 

 
 
 

Times and Events Dates … and 
Deadlines:  Schedule & Phone 
Directory 
 
Paul and Carol will be working to pro-
duce the Times and Events Directory for 
2012-2013 at St. Mark’s.  If you have any 
dates planned, please be sure to submit 
them.  It is hoped to print the calendar 
and directory the first part of August.  All 
Ministry team Chairs need to get their 
dates in before the summer starts! 
If there were any corrections to be made 
to update your address, phone or email, 
please be sure to let us know. 

DON’T Forget!! 
 

S ummer worship from July 1st up to and including September 3rd begins at 10:00 am! 

 

Watercolour 

Classes 

A new session of 

Monday night  

Watercolour 

Classes at St Mark’s will begin on Sept. 

17th.  There is room to join at this time. 

We go in 5 week sessions so there is 

never a huge commitment of time. 

Classes run 7-9:30pm and are $95 (incl. 

HST) per 5 week session.  No experience 

necessary…most of us start at point zero. 

Call Carol in the office or Melinda to reg-

ister or to get more info.  This is a “Seed 

Project” for St Mark’s—a portion of prof-

its are donated to our church.  

Outreach Ministry Team 

Dear Friends of St Mark’s: 

I was honoured to accept the nomination to be Chair of the Outreach Minis-
try Team. 

The outstanding previous leadership of this team , has built and laid the 
foundation for our existing programs as well as the benchmark for future 
endeavours.  

Outreach has always been a personal interest as it pertains to the engage-
ment with our local community. 

It will be with pride that I will represent St Mark’s United Church, and its 
outreach programs. 

The potential is boundless! 

New acquaintances, respectful relationships, challenges and the never end-
ing  need , will continue to keep this ministry busy. 

St Mark’s has made a difference and will continue to do so. 

These are times of challenges and transitions. Who better than this team, 
can step up ,be heard and accountable to our congregation, neighbours, 
stakeholders and to the community at large. 

I do fortunate! I have already started to feel the surge of energy and excite-
ment as we look to the future. We will be able to sense the enjoyment of 
community initiatives that will nurture participation in its many various 
ways. 

Please have a safe and enjoyable summer! 

Be the voice of hope and peace! 

Rob  Burridge 

Chair, Outreach  

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Spring Daze… Itsa Wonderful! 

Bart Boniface 

Whether it was Friday or Saturday evening, I don’t think it mattered which 
side of the curtain you were on, Spring Daze 2012 was a great experience 
and a whole lot of fun for everyone.    

When Don Thurston first floated the idea of putting on our first (at least 
from my St. Mark’s memory) St. Mark’s talent show I was a little apprehen-
sive, especially when the plan entailed two nights of performances,  but the 
response from the congregation and beyond, left little room for doubt.   As 
individuals stepped forward to take on various roles both on and off the 
stage, the event took shape and the program grew into 1 ½ hours of won-
derful entertainment.   

Personally, as a performer for the first time I was very nervous and more 
than likely I wasn’t the only one who felt that way, but when all was said 
and done you might not have noticed.  It may have been the words that 
Steve spoke during our one and only dress rehearsal that we should relax 
and have fun because we are performing before ‘family’.  This certainly 
helped and for me as well, as time went on, I think it was the confidence 
that comes from being part of a team and knowing that we had each 
other’s support.   

There was something for everyone during those two special evenings, 
whether it came from the truly amazing magic performed by our visiting 
magician Orion, the  wonderful voices of Jane, Linda, Todd and Neville or 
our tuxedo clad MCs Steve and Dave.  Maybe it was the passionate recital 
that Lexi gave, Trudy’s tongue twisting tale, Mary Ethel’s hilarious recollec-
tion of her school reunion, Rob’s decision to be a miner rather than a judge 
or Father Guido sharing “The Secret ofa Life” that made the evening a 
memorable one.  I’m thinking that it was all of the above and more that 
made these nights one of a kind experiences. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make Spring Daze 2012 happen and all who 
attended to make the event such a huge success in our fledgling year.  

Cardinal Pungi would love to see you back next year. 

“SM News”  

St. Mark’s Weekly 

eNews Flash!  

Each Friday, Carol publishes to 

SMUC’s email distribution list the 

most pertinent details for the week 

to come. 

If you want to send news/event/

reminder out on Friday, contact 

Carol no later than Thursday eve-

ning.  Carol can be reached at 416-

439-8623 or by e-mail at  carol@st-

marks.ca . 

As always, if you have recently 

adopted a new technology, acquired 

or changed your email address, or 

changed your contact information, 

let Carol know so we can find you! 

Visit the Toronto Scarbor-

ough Presbytery web site! 

There’s lots of good news there  - 
especially on their social justice pro-
jects!  Click on the link below or go 
to: http://
www.torontoconference.ca/
torontosoutheast/ 

Toronto Scarborough Presbytery Social Justice Project News 

Speak out against unjust changes to health care policy for refugees in Canada. Urge Jason Kenney, Minister of Citi-

zenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism, to reconsider the proposed changes to the Interim Federal Health Program 

(ICHP). Significant changes will limit or eliminate refugees' access to basic healthcare. Please read about it and take 

action at http://united-church.ca/getinvolved/takeaction/120504  For a full information package complete with ad-

dresses and a sample letter, please contact BBaskin@united-church.ca 

There continue to be concerns and actions related to the Ontario Budget. The Ontario Health Coalition continues to 

encourage people to make their views known. Visit their website to learn more at http://www.web.net/~ohc/ 

Likewise concerns still exist over the Federal Budget omnibus bill. Check out this collaborative effort and sign their 

petition at http://blackoutspeakout.ca/ 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.torontoconference.ca/torontosoutheast/
http://www.torontoconference.ca/torontosoutheast/
http://www.torontoconference.ca/torontosoutheast/
http://united-church.ca/getinvolved/takeaction/120504
http://www.web.net/~ohc/
http://blackoutspeakout.ca/
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The Next Chapter                       

by Karen Wigle                              

If you are looking for some interesting reading material for your summer holidays take a look at our library.  There is a wealth of 

interesting books to entertain, challenge and inspire you.  

Karen’s Pick 

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

This Pulitzer Prize winner is one you may have read years ago.  I urge you to pick it up again.  
If you don’t know it, you are in for a treat.  This “unforgettable novel of a childhood is a 
sleepy, southern town…became both an instant bestseller and a critical success when it was 
first published in 1960….and was later made into an Academy Award-winning 
film….Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to 
the roots of human behaviour-to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and 
hatred, humor and pathos…Today it is regarded as a masterpiece of American literature.” 

 

 

Getting To Maybe:  How The World Is Changed  by Westley, Zimmer-

man & Patton 

Subtitled “This Book Is For Those Who Are Not Happy With The Way Things Are 
And Would Like To Make A Difference. This Book Is For Ordinary People Who 
Want To Make Connections That Will Create Extraordinary Outcomes.  This Is A 
Book About Making The Impossible Happen.” 

“Many of us have a deep desire to make the world a better place, but often our 
good intentions are undermined by the fear that we are so insignificant nothing 
we can do will actually make a difference.  By studying real-life example, Getting 
To Maybe harvests the experiences of a wide range of people and organizations 
to lay out a brand new way of thinking about making change in communities, in 
business and in the world….great social change is not just the province of heroes, 
but well within reach of everyone.” 

 

Walking The Bible - A Journey By Land Through The Five Books of 

Moses by Bruce Feiler 

“Both a heart-racing adventure and an uplifting quest, Walking the Bible describes one 

man’s epic odyssey-by foot, jeep, rowboat and camel-through the greatest stories 

every told.  From crossing the Red Sea to climbing Mt. Sinai to touching the burning 

bush, Bruce Feiler’s inspiring journey will forever change your view of some of history’s 

most storied events.” 

                                                                               

      (“The Next Chapter” continues on page 10) 
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The Next Chapter… (continued from p. 9)                                        

A Rumour Of God  – Rekindling Belief In An Age of Disenchantment by Robert Sibley 

“The relentless activity of our busy world threatens to overwhelm us. Still, the spiritual manages to shine through our 
everyday lives.  How and why does that happen?  Robert Sibley is our companion on a lyrical journey in which we meet 
philosophers and theologians, writers and artists, explorers and spiritual guides whose experiences offer us ideas, in-
sights and practices for finding spiritual awareness in the everyday.” 

 

Goes Down Easy-Recipes To Help You Cope With The Challenge Of Eat-

ing During Cancer Treatment  by Elise Meclinger with the Princess Margaret Hospi-

tal Dietitians 

This “is a practical cookbook  containing over 100 recipes to help people living with cancer 
and their families manage eating difficulties during cancer treatment.  The first five chap-
ters focus on the most common side effects…Each chapter includes advice from a dieti-
tian specializing in cancer, a sample meal plan and about 20 recipes tailored to that cond-
tion. The final chapter contains information on healthy eating after treatment….Proceeds 
from the sale of this book go to The Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation…” 

Addendum 

Do you have some gardening to do before you can pull out that lounger, relax and start your summer reading?  Mason 
House Gardens is a small specialty nursery with a great selection of plants that can help with most of your gardening 
needs. Marjorie and Jeff, a mother and son team, are both well known in the local horticultural world.  Marjorie’s Sat-
urday morning radio show “Let’s Get Growing” can be heard at 9:00 a.m. on CKDO 1580 am and 107.7 fm.  Both Jeff 
and Marjorie lecture, teach, and write.  Marjorie has been leading gardening tours for many years and travels all over 
the world. You can find her bio at gardenersworldtours.com.  You may know that she designed the rooftop kitchen 
garden at The Royal York Hotel.  Jeff runs the nursery now and I have never seen him stumped by a gardening ques-
tion.  The Mason House garden has been featured in Canadian Gardening several times.  Take a look at the xeriscape 
garden and the potager.  Don’t forget to say hello to Flora the cat when you stop in.  They are located at 3520 Brock 
Road (Durham #1) just below Coppins Corners.  They are open 7 days a week.  The phone number is 905-649-3532. 

 

Have you heard about the Pie Lady?  You’ll find her on the way to Mason 
House Gardens.  She sells pies and tarts from a small kiosk at the end of her 
driveway.  She is close to Whittamore’s farm on Steeles Avenue.  Once you 
pass Whittamore’s, simply continue east on Steeles and turn right at the first 
light.  This is the Pickering Scarborough 
Townline #30.  Look for the Pie Lady 
sign on the left at House #10.  The 
phone number is 416-281-4939.  The 
kiosk is open from 12:30 to dusk.  Tarts 

are featured on Tuesdays.  Ask Rob Burridge about her baked goods.  Prices are 
reasonable.   To get to Mason House Gardens, return to Steeles/Taunton, con-
tinue east to Brock Road and then turn left (north).  Stay on Brock Road until 
you see the Mason House Gardens sign on your left.. 

And don’t forget, we have a handful of very good gardening books in our library. 
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