
1) I will always remember the three years that 
Mary Ethel, Marg Mooney and I were involved for 
months in helping plan, work, build, and ride on 
the United Church of Canada float for Toronto’s 

Pride Parade. It was hard work but a lot of fun and 
being a part of the final result of all the work we did 
along with others who helped was the best ride - the 
laughter, bright colours, the cheers and water-gun 

sprays from the crowds was all worthwhile.

2) Mary Ethel was there, along with my St. Mark’s 
friends and family, to support and cheer me on when I 

was so fortunate to be a Pan Am Torch Bearer in July.  I 
will miss her hugs, big smiles, laughter and love of life.

Diane Chadwick

AN ACROSTIC POEM  
IN MEMORY OF MARY ETHEL

M marvellously memorable, mindfully mischievous
A  artsy, with abounding love for all
R  rightfully respected for her responsible rationale
Y  young at heart

E   educated as a ultra-sonographer, ever energetic  
and enthusiastic

T   talented and thoughtful in so many ways, a life to 
be emulated

H   an honourable humanitarian, hopeful, helpful and 
ever humourous

E   embodied the life of Christ all the while enabling 
others to be the best that they can be

L   loved by all; lamented by all

Gayle Feeney

TO THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
GIRL IN THE WORLD:

You lit up the room with your smile
You brightened our day with your laughter

You washed away our cares with your words
You filled our souls with your hugs

You touched our spirit with your grace
You left this world a better place

You will remain in our hearts, forever loved,  
never forgotten, always treasured

Susan Holden

FAREWELL

To one we hold so dear
Whose hugs and smiles were always near

We basked softly within your light
Shared so freely and felt so right

Leaving more than you will know
A life set forth from which to grow

Heaven is in for a touch of class
If Peter allows the martini glass

 Forever in our thoughts,
Bart & Karen Boniface

Mary Ethel was an instrumental part of our experience when Aakilah and I first  
started attending services at St. Mark’s. I was looking for a church home where  my spouse and I  

would feel welcomed as a non traditional couple. Mary Ethel was here the first time we came and was  
very welcoming. She made us feel safe. Following our second service Mary Ethel singled us out and  

cornered us and welcomed us back in true Mary Ethel style, with a hug, while singing a song. It made me cry.

Every week she always made us feel that she was happy to see us at St Mark’s . I  began to look forward to  
seeing her big smile and laughing at her jokes. She was a huge part of the magic that brought us  

and kept us at this wonderful church. We miss her very much. 

Kimberley-Robyn Covey

I have always thought 
that the people of St. 
Mark’s were family.  
I am so grateful that 
Mary Ethel’s excited, 

warm welcomes  
helped Rajko  
feel the same. 

Carolyn Mykusz



As I write this I am reflecting  
on our loss of  Mary Ethel Morton.

Andy Rooney, late of the 60 Minutes TV 
show, once said that he had learned 

... that money doesn’t buy class.
... that everyone you meet deserves to 

be greeted with a smile.
... that no matter how serious your life 

requires you to be, everyone needs a 
friend to act goofy with.

... that sometimes all a person needs is a 
hand to hold and a heart to understand.

... that love, not time, heals all wounds. 
Andy Rooney said it. Mary Ethel lived it.
Maya Angelou said, “I’ve learned that 

people will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will 

never forget how you made them feel.”
Mary Ethel always made people feel 

good. We all loved Mary Ethel. What a 
wonderful role model she was.   

What a wonderful example of a godly life.
God bless you and keep you,  

Mary Ethel, until we meet again. Amen
Rob Peck

TO MY ST. MARK’S FAMILY,
You are an amazing group of people. 
Thank you for the love and support 

you gave Mary Ethel during her illness, 
as well as to my family and me. The 

cards, emails, phone calls, food and 
hugs meant a lot to Mary Ethel and 

to me. They were a true reminder that 
we were not alone. I would especially 
like to thank everyone who helped to 

ensure Mary Ethel’s celebration  
of life was a true reflection of  

her colourful spirit. Thank you.
Carol Caise

Of all my personal  
memories of Mary Ethel there is one 

that is especially precious to me. I 
didn’t have the courage to speak at 

the wonderful service in celebration 
of her life and gifts, so I am happy to 
have a second chance for a personal 

acknowledgement.

I had been wandering around like 
a zombie at the time of fellowship 
following the memorial service in 
honour of my younger daughter, 

Joanna. Very much aware and grateful 
for the kindness and caring and sheer 
work that had made it all happen, but 

really in a bit of a daze. 

At one point Mary Ethel came up 
to where I was standing with my 
brother’s grandson – a lovely little 

man, about five years old at the time, 
rather handsome with an impish smile 

and dimples, a tender heart, perfect 
manners – a real heart throb. After 

exchanging a few standard pleasantries 
with him, Mary Ethel bent down to 

speak to him eye to eye and asked in a 
gentle, wistful voice “when I grow up 
will you marry me?”   A thunderbolt!  
He was completely taken aback and 
looked up to me with a face that said 

“Help!  I’ve never met an adult like this 
before!! What do I say? What do I do?” 

I can’t remember exactly what followed 
or even what was said – all I know is 
that whenever I think of Joanna’s end 
times I remember this episode with a 
smile and have a happy heart instead 
of sadness and grief.  Joanna herself 

would have found it delightful.  I count 
it as a special blessing and a gift from 

a very special person – delightfully 
unorthodox with a lively sense of fun 

and a warm, discerning heart.

Arlene McCulloch

 I called Mary Ethel “The Calabogie Kid” 
due to her roots in the Ottawa Valley. 

Apparentally ME. had few fond memories 
of Calabogie, a fact that, on more than one 

occasion, elicited a smack on my noggin.
At the last GST auction ME donated a 

round “log pillow”. We quickly concocted a 
tale that all the guys from Calabogie carried 
these articles, hand-crafted in the valley,in 

case domestic upheaval necessitated sleeping 
in the barn. Art Nicholson’s late brother-in-
law, Pat,figured Art should have it and bid 
it up to about $65. After he got it home- lo 
and behold- they found the tag that said 

“made in China.”---one more small victory 
for the humour of the Calabogie Kid.

 Dave MacKenzie

When we think of Mary Ethel, we give thanks for her gifts of 
unconditional love, therapy of hugs, and a positive attitude to life.

Kevin Balgopal

I will miss her rapport with the children,  
how they would giggle at her antics.

My Sunday morning all enveloping ‘hug’ which did  
me good for the rest of the week.

Her devotion to our St. Mark’s family  
and the volunteer time she gave to our church.

Barbara Williams



MULTIFAITH ALLIANCE TO END 
HOMELESSNESS COMES TO ST. MARK’S
By: Margaret Mooney
On Thurs Feb 25, 2016, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., St. Mark’s will be hosting the next General 
Meeting of MFATEH. It will be the follow-up to MFATEH’s conference, From Ideas 
to Action: Advancing a Robust Housing Agenda, on Wed Jan 27 at Toronto City 
Hall. Representatives from different faith groups and community agencies from all 
over Toronto will be in attendance. Any interested people from St. Mark’s are welcome 
to come, hear and share in collaborative efforts to advance that “robust housing 
agenda” in our city. St. Mark’s geographic location will help advance awareness of 
Scarborough as an important advocate in the affordable housing discussion. 

ST MARK’S KNITTING CLUB!
By: Karen Boniface
The Knit & Natter Group and friends were pleased to present our first prayer 
shawl to Sharon White for Dell, her mother.  We wish her much love and blessings.  
The Knit & Natter Group meets every Tuesday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:30 pm.  
You can learn, receive wool and needles and work on a project of your choice. 
On Tuesday, March 1, we will have Lorne Hawkins (a nutritionist and caterer) 
come to speak about nutrition  and a healthy lifestyle, including snacks. As we need 
an idea of numbers, please add your name to the sign up sheet by February 23, at 
the bulletin board by the sanctuary doors or contact Carol or Karen Boniface.

Upcoming
Events



By: Charlie Wardell

Paul’s sabbatical will be three months 
long.  He will take time to expand his 
horizons, learn new things, recharge 
and to become an even better ‘Paul’. 
During this time, the rest of our St. 
Mark’s community will continue the 
important work of our church.

St. Marks will enter a Sabbatical right 
after Easter – for the months of April, 
May, June.

Paul will be back in September after 
the normal summer break.

What has struck me is the tremendous 
support received and lined up.

A team has been set up that is made 
up of: Kathryn Moase, Marg Mooney, 
Karen Boniface and myself. We 
are blessed by the team members’ 
engagement and cooperation.

There are funds to support this. 
Toronto Conference will direct $3,500 
to us and we have a surplus from the 
previous sabbatical of $4,500.  So we 
have a total of $8,000 which will be 
more than enough.

Presbytery will also support us. They 

will appoint a minister to supervise. 
That person will attend the St Mark’s 
board meetings.

We’re reaching out to the ministry 
teams. This will be a period of challenge 
and opportunity for us all. The feedback 
will allow us all to be better prepared.

The Sabbatical Team is in the process 
of selecting someone to lead Sunday 
services. Following the direction from 
the Worship Team we are arranging 
that one person be brought in to lead 
services from April to June. For July and 
August, we will continue our regular 
practice of requesting volunteers from 
the congregation. We look forward to 
naming a candidate for appointment at 
the congregational meeting Feb 7. 

Of course, as we progress, we will 
communicate further. Expect to hear 
via announcements, SM News and  
the Memo.

So – as we progress, just know that your 
support is very much appreciated. St 
Marks is a family and we’re loving the 
way that family looks after each other.

Thank you

SABBATICAL NEWS

THE HELEN JONES 
LIBRARY
By: Karen Wigle
There is a section in our library called 
Life Transitions. It has books about all 
the big, and not so big, but important 
concerns in life – grief, encountering 
the end of life, caregiving, parenting, 
aging, coping with illness, addiction, 
financial health, physical health, retiring 
– I’m sure you get the idea. Find a 
book that will nourish your soul and 
inspire your spirit this month. Beat the 
February blahs. One of my favourites 
is “Transitions Making Sense of Life’s 
Changes” by William Bridges. There is a 
free copy to take home.
If you have gently used books for our 
Free Community Library please leave 
them in the grey bin at the foot of 
the library shelves. Those for grade 
school age children are flying out of 
our colourful and handsomely painted 
cabinet. Thank you to everyone who has 
already donated books and magazines. 
I think we can say this community 
project is a success.
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