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WELCOME TO 2015!
By: Paul Hutchison, Minister

First things first.  Welcome to Michael 
Gomiega our new, permanent, part 
time, Director of Music!
The Music through the Advent and 
Christmas season was an incredible 
gift to us as a community of faith.  It 
was uplifting, inspiring, 
and even, dare I say it, 
fun!  Thank you to all 
that have lent your voice 
to the choir for the gift 
of music you have each 
brought to the service 
of worship.  I is a gift 
wonderfully offered 
and gratefully received by the 
congregation.
At the beginning of a year, I always 
like to do a cleanup in my office… 
file things… recycle things… wash 
things… tasks that for me, make a 

fresh start to a new year.  I’m not big 
on resolutions really, I don’t seem to 
have the required tenacity for them, 
but I like the idea of a fresh start 
each January.
What does the idea of a fresh start 
mean for you?  
We are looking at miracles these days 
and ask ourselves the question “Do 

we dare to believe?”  If 
we let go of some of those 
pieces of our past, can we 
see in both these stories 
and the stories of our life 
that challenges us –  even 
though the miracle story 
isn’t an absolute–or even 

necessarily likely, but we lift them 
up because stories inspire us! The 
miracle is we hear stories of faith; 
we hear calls to new life and step up!
It is a new year… it is a miracle… 
step up… dare to be changed by 
your life of faith!  Paul.

It is the start of another year; a chance 
to look at where we have come from 
and where we are headed to.
St. Mark’s has much to be proud 
of. I hesitate to start listing our 
achievements in 2014, not because 
I am afraid of being overly proud, 
but because I am afraid of leaving 
an important achievement out.  
We certainly have room for 
improvement but, in our defence, 
God hasn’t finished working with us!
So, St. Mark’s, keep up the good 
work!  And as we do, we could 

do worse than remember the 
words of Mother Teresa’s Prayer: 

People are often unreasonable, 
irrational, and self-centered. Forgive 
them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse 
you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be 
kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win 
some unfaithful friends and some 
genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere people 

may deceive you. Be honest and sincere 
anyway.
What you spend years creating, others 
could destroy overnight. Create anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, some 
may be jealous. Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, will often be 
forgotten. Do good anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never 
be enough. Give your best anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you 
and God. It was never between you 
and them anyway.  Amen
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CONGRATULATIONS
LESLIE WRIGHT 
on receiving the official designation 
of Veriditas Certified Labyrinth 
Facilitator. Leslie is grateful to St. 
Mark’s for their help and support 
to help her achieve this goal and 
looks forward to continuing to 
share her knowledge and passion 
for the labyrinth. We will have the 
opportunity to walk the labyrinth 
in the sanctuary for two weeks, 
beginning on March 9th.



Income December '14 Budget % of budget
Fund-Raising Projects $26,407 $18,000 146.7%
Membership and Pastoral Care $460 $500 92.0%
Offerings $148,018 $162,000 91.4%
Property $8,287 $8,000 103.6%
Social $2,064 $1,980 104.2%
Worship Related $0 $500 0.0%
Total Income $185,236 $190,980 97.0%

Expenses
Administration $7,311 $8,500 86.0%
Christian Education $4,713 $6,024 78.2%
Communication $270 $1,000 27.0%
Membership and Pastoral Care $5,497 $5,800 94.8%
Personnel $116,762 $116,442 100.3%
Property Expense $36,539 $39,000 93.7%
Social $1,538 $1,120 137.3%
Worship $13,581 $14,958 90.8%
Total Expense $186,211 $192,844 96.6%

Net Income -$975 -$1,864

ST. MARK'S UNITED CHURCH

NEW! A ST MARK’S  
KNITTING CLUB!
TUESDAYS 1:30 - 3:30 PM, 
STARTING JANUARY 27

Like to do knitting, or would like 
to learn, or just want to spend time 
with knitters?

Explore your creative (and 
mathematical) side and make 
something for yourself, someone 
you love, or someone in need.  This 
informal group will meet after bible 
study on Tuesdays.  If you are able, 
bring projects you are working on, 
patterns and extra needles and wool 
you would like to share.  For more 
information, contact Karen Boniface 
at 416 431-9984.

Upcoming
Events

ST. MARK’S YOUTH 
EVENT – GR. 8 TO 12
If there is a youth member in your 
family or if you know someone in 
your neighbourhood who might 
be interested, please share this 
invitation with them.
DATE: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST

After church, we will drive in 
leaders’ car(s) to Luella & Tom 
Stephens’ home. During lunch (to 
be provided) we will discuss other 
outings etc. that youth suggest, for 
future planning.  We will then drive 
to the PanAm Aquatics Centre, 875 
Morningside,  for a tour. There is 
NO cost for this event.
If youth would like to attend, RSVP 
required by Sunday, January 25th 
either by email to: tom.stephens@
sympatico.ca or call (416) 283-1267.

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING FOR FINANCE 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8TH

Join us for a wonderful lunch 
provided by the social team (don’t 
forget the donation basket) with the 
meeting to follow.  Board members 
are providing the desserts.



By: Outreach Ministry Team

The Outreach Ministry Team has 
been occupied with a number 
of activities in our community.  
St. Mark’s congregation’s gifts and 
support, have enabled the Outreach 
Team to participate and take action 
in local initiatives with our warmth, 
love and generosity.  We help change 
lives each day by contributing to a 
better or enriched of life for those 
less fortunate.
This year, the Outreach Team has 
focused not only on local agencies, 
but on local agencies with partnered 
programs designed for children 
and families.  With support from St 
Mark’s Outreach, opportunities are 
provided for children and families 
to be involved in some fun, exciting 
and helpful programs and activities.
Some of the partnered programs, 
even in a small way, are the building 
blocks for future success in their 
lives and our community.
Some programs provide assistance 
to families so that they are able to 
support their family needs, including 
their right to sufficient food to meet 
their nutritional needs.

With your support of the Outreach 
Ministry, you can offer hope and 
love to those in need; when they are 
experiencing the darkest times of 
their lives.  Our support provides a 
firmer foundation in our community 
with partnered programs such as:
•  Mitten Tree- proceeds from the tree 

were distributed to Galloway Road 
and G.B. Little Public Schools.

•  East Scarborough Children’s 
Multicultural Choir-A Christmas 
Dinner was provided to these 
incredible and talented children.

•  SCHC - Food, and Clothing Banks 
and Christmas Hampers, Sponsored 
Christmas Family Hampers.

•  East Scarborough Storefront- Gift 
Cards were made available to their 
clients who were unable to receive 
sponsorship for the Community 
Christmas Toy or Food programs.

•  Hosting an “Out of the Cold” 
weekend January 9th and 10th. A 
Roast Beef Dinner was provided 
with all the “Fixins” to over 50 
guests. Breakfast served to 23 guests 
who choose to stay in the comfort 
and warm of the centre. These folks 
truly stayed Out of the Cold!

•  Scarborough Community Legal 
Services - financial donation 
provided for family client 
emergencies that they encounter 
during the year. 

•  The Circle of Friends.
•  The Holy Chef.
•  University of Toronto Scarborough 

Campus – Positive Space.
•  Curran Hall Community Association 

- who help contribute gifts to our  
24 sponsored families hampers.

•  Multi-faith Alliance to End 
Homelessness.

St. Mark’s, through its Outreach 
Ministry, has a voice and presence in 
the community for those who often 
cannot heard. Our support helps 
create a better environment by striving 
to make the lives of all who live in 
our community be seen as valued 
contributors to our community.
Your Outreach Ministry Team speak.   
Our support helps create a better 
environment and hopes to strive to 
make valued contributors, for their 
lives and community.
We do not walk alone.

ST. MARK’S OUTREACH MINISTRY IN JANUARY 2015...

THE HELEN JONES’ 
LIBRARY
By: Karen Wigle

Do you need to get your finances in 
order after the Christmas season?  
We have two easy to read books by 
Gail Vaz-Oxlade’ that can help you 
get back on track and plan for the 
future. She outlines concrete steps 
that put you in charge.  Look for 
Debt Free Forever Taking Control 
of Your Money and Your Life and 
Never Too Late Take Control of Your 
Retirement and Your Future on the 
main display shelves.
Ru, the novel by Kim Thuy, was 
a national bestseller and multiple 
award winner.  It…”carries us on an 
unforgettable journey from a palatial 
residence in Saigon to a crowded 

and muddy Malaysian refugee camp, 
and onward to a new beginning in 
Quebec…Ru is a book that celebrates 
life in all its wonder: its moments of 
beauty and sensuality, brutality and 
sorrow, comfort and comedy.”
FREE BOOK TO TAKE HOME:
Are you familiar with the Dorling 
Kindersley range of books? They are 
well known for their excellent non-
fiction. Free to take home this month 
is their pocked sized Houseplants 
guide. If you are tired of winter, 
why not bring home a bit of spring?  
Each page features one plant and a 
straightforward description of its 
care requirements.



starlight
Ball

The

FOR TICKETS, SEE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZING TEAM MEMBERS:

Karen Boniface, Melinda Calway and Bill Wolba,Bettie MacKenzie and Dave Mackenzie, 

Rob Peck, Tom Stephens, Sharon White and Trevor White or call the office.

Cocktails: 6:30pm
Dinner:7:30pm

Dancing: 8:30pm to 12:30am.
Cash bar

Full dinner, prizes, surprises
and dancing to a live DJ!

 

tickets
$60/
Person


