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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come at 10:30 am for coffee and fellowship!  

“Grow a New Relationship” 
 

St. Mark’s is about relationships. 
Period.  In 2013 we got side-
tracked in worrying about our 
financial position; we lost sight of 
what is most important to us as a 
community of faith.  The board 
took action, at the recommenda-
tion of the Finance and Steward-
ship Team who met to work on 
the upcoming Stewardship pro-
gram for St. Mark’s.  The conver-
sation turned from talking about 
money and giving towards talk-

ing about what makes us a church, what makes us who we are as people that 
live a life that is committed to our mission. 

St. Mark's is called to be a progressive, inclusive, life-affirming 
Christian faith community in The United Church of Canada that is 
committed to engaging faith, scripture and tradition in progres-
sive ways, seeking to be inclusive of all regardless of ability, age, 
class, ethnicity, gender, race or sexual orientation and striving to 

affirm the inherent blessing of life found in all Creation. 

Both Finance & Stewardship and the Board talked about the value of the rela-
tionships that we work on as we work to engage our faith.  Four directions have 
been identified for us to talk about and work on this year.   

Grow a New Relationship with each other. 
Connect with someone more deeply at St. Mark’s. 

Grow a New Relationship with someone new. 
Connect someone new to St. Mark’s. 

Grow a New Relationship with the community.  
Connect with a community organization as part of St. Mark’s 

Grow a New Relationship with God. 
Participate in the programs to build your life of faith. 

Through this work, we will both build and see the church we 
are called to be.  

 

Paul 

 January Events at a Glance 
Jan 20     7pm Art Classes (Weekly) 

Jan 24    7pm Book Study #2 

Jan 27    7pm How do you Pray #1: 
     Prayer 

February Events at a Glance 

Feb 3 7pm Art Classes (Weekly) 

Feb 4 7pm Spiritual Growth 

Feb 7      7pm Book Study #3 

Feb 9 11am Communion Service 

Feb 9 12:30pm Luncheon and  
Congregational Finance 
Meeting—The 2014 Budget 

Feb 10 7pm How do you pray #2: 
Worship 

Feb 17 Family Day: Office Closed 

Feb 21    7pm Book Study #4 

Feb 24 7pm How do you pray #3: 
Sacraments 

Feb 24    Lenten Memo Deadline 
Feb 28    7pm Book Study #5 
Mar 4      5pm Pancake Supper 
      7pm Ash Wednesday      
       Service 
 For the detailed SMUC Cal-

endar of events  go to 
www.st-marks.ca > About 
Us > Calendar  

   

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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From the Board Chair… 

Well, I must say the 2013 ended in a 
fashion that we all will remember for 
years to come.  Our thanks go out to 
the hydro and city workers who 
brought back power and continue to 
clean up from all the tree damage.  I 
also extend my heartfelt thanks to 
our church leaders and the telephone 
tree volunteers who helped to deter-
mine our plan of action and commu-
nicated this out.  Not having a church 
service on one of the most celebrated 
of days was so very unfortunate. 

Moving forward, there are lots of ex-
citing activities planned for the New 
Year.  Book Study, (which is actually a 
video study) has begun, and the next 
evening is Friday, January 24.  Paul 
has a new faith study called “How do 
you pray”.  I hope that you will take 
the time to participate as your per-
spectives, thoughts and input are an 
important part of our identity at St. 
Mark’s. 

On Wednesday, January 29, the Uni-
versity of Toronto, Scarborough Cam-
pus will be hosting their 5th annual 
Rainbow Gala (free of charge) starting 
at 5:00 p.m. with a talent show at 
7:00 p.m.  We would like to send a 
strong message to let all sexualities 
and genders at the university know 
they are welcome at St. Mark’s. 

On Sunday, February 9 after church, 
there is our Annual Congregational 
Meeting to talk about the life of St. 
Mark’s.  The Social Team will be 
providing a lunch. 

Grow a New Relationship is a new 
initiative you will hear more about 
throughout the year.  Please read and 
hear more about it, and I hope you 
will make it your New Year’s resolu-
tion to grow your own special rela-
tionships. 

Yours in faith, 

Karen Boniface 

How do you Pray, after you say…I don’t believe?? 
Many of us struggle with stories of our faith, we question the language, mean-
ing, and our understanding of those stories.  This is an opportunity for us, as a 
congregation, to enter into conversation together to help us to draw out both 
our own understanding, and perhaps, where we are as a congregation that 
defines itself as Progressive… Inclusive… Life Affirming… 

Congregational Conversations: 
Prayer:  Monday, January 27th 7pm 

Worship:  Monday, February 10 

Sacraments:  Monday, February 24 

Sin & Confession:  Monday, March 17 

Progressive… Inclusive… Life Affirming:  Monday, April 7 

What does it do? – What doesn’t it do? 

  What is the point or value? 
After the evening session, a Sunday morning service on the topic will take 
place.         

Please plan to participate 

From Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team… 

“Growing a New Relationship” 
You're going to be hearing this line often over the 
next year.  

I think most of us are pretty tired of obsessing over 
money, here at the church as well as at home.  So, 
this year, we intend to talk more about what  makes 
us church - why we come - who we are - when do 
we have "enough"! 

We hope you are ready to hop on board - because we want the whole St. 
Mark's family to travel with us! Stay tuned! 

Mary Ethel Morton 

St. Mark’s income and expenses to December 31, 2013 

    Income $189,305 

    Expenses $198,375 

    Deficit    -$9,070 

Singing Bowl 
We have been using a singing bowl borrowed from the Rev. 

Dr. Randy Naylor throughout the Advent season at St. 

Mark’s.  Paul, at the direction of the Worship Ministry Team, 

found a bowl for the congregation, handmade in Nepal from 

a small shop near Yorkdale. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Food Bank Needs Our Help! 
Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities continues to 
need our help.  This is at a  time of year when those less 
fortunate have a greater need for the Food Bank. 

Donations to the Food Bank are much appreciated and 
there is so much St Marks can do.  

For those who wish to make a financial contribution to the 
SCHC Food Bank, you may make your donation to St 
Marks,  specifying it is for the Food Bank and an Outreach 
Team Member will purchase the food.   

Where possible, please choose items with reduced sug-
ars and/or low sodium. There are so many delicious and 
healthier alternatives that can be non-perishable food 
items at your grocery store. 

Your help is appreciated! 

OUT OF THE COLD—2014 
Many Faith organizations and other agencies from various 
locations across Toronto take turns committing to being a 
partner, providing homeless persons with food, hospitality 
and a warm safe, place to sleep. 

The Out of the Cold program at Knox United Church is 
held every Friday evening starting in November and runs 
through to March each year.  This provides 20 emergency 
beds at this location out of the 95 offered across Toronto.  
Mattresses and blankets are provided. 

St. Mark’s through its Outreach Ministry Team hosted a 
weekend this year. 

Each guest who spent the night received a hearty lunch to 
go, as well as a token to get them to the next Out of the 
Cold site or their own desired destination. 

Our congregation got involved by volunteering their time 
in preparing food for dinner or breakfast, assisting in the 
set up at the church prior to a meal, helping with or serv-
ing the meals.  There was even an opportunity to donate 
food for the preparation of a meal, purchase food for a 
meal or make a monetary donation. 

The support from the congregation, as well as the commit-
ment of our volunteers from St. Mark’s was appreciated.  
It is an enormous task and a worthwhile cause. 

We did not forget those who are weak, exploited and 
suffering.  Our caring heart, along  with the strength that 
St. Mark’s offers in this program, makes a difference in 
someone’s life. 

Rob Burridge 

Outreach Chair 

A quotation to ponder 

     "Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces us 
up, snow is exhilarating; there is really no such thing as 
bad weather, only different kinds of good weather." 

  ~ John Ruskin  

Scripture, Skepticism, and Soulful Living 

St. Mark’s 2014 Video Study Has Started! 
Once again the Christian Education Committee is offering an 
adult Study Group.  This group is open to anyone who wants to 
join whether or not they have attended any previous sessions.  
Please note that each session stands on its own. 

What approaches to scripture are relevant in the modern 
world?  How do we respond to those who claim religion does 
more harm than good?  How do we translate faith-based virtues 
into healthy, honorable living?  These are just some of the ques-
tions we will ponder in this video series, excerpted from the 
TVO series “Big Ideas” and “Allen Gregg Interviews.”  The goals 
of these evenings are 1) to provoke reflection, discussion, and a 
deeper understanding of some aspects of faith and faithful liv-
ing in the 21st century; 2) to apply that understanding in life, 
however you are inspired to do so and 3) to provide fellowship 
and fun. 

We meet in St. Mark’s from 7 to 9 pm roughly every other Fri-
day from January to April, 2014 (Jan.10, 24; Feb. 7, 21, 28; 
March 21, April 4, 25).  On May 9 we will have our closing party 
and pick the book/video series for 2015.  During each session 
we watch a video, eat and chat.  No exams!  No marks! 

The first session was on Friday, January 10th when we listened 
to interviews with evangelist Billy Graham and theologian John 
Spong.  While their interpretations of Jesus were different, 
many of us were struck by their sincerity and how they both 
looked to Jesus to guide their understanding of the sacred. 

Our next session is on January 24th when we will watch an inter-
view with Jordan Peterson on the nature of evil.  Peterson is 
a research and clinical psychologist who currently teaches at 
the University of Toronto where he is one of only three profes-
sors still teaching  who are listed in the annual survey of course 
ratings by students as "life-changing".  He sees bible stories as 
metaphors that can teach us much about the human condition. 
He contrasts tragedy (the natural consequence of being a finite, 
vulnerable human being in an infinite universe) with evil 
(unnecessary, voluntary behaviors that result in suffering).  

Future sessions will deal with speakers who take other ap-
proaches to interpreting scripture: Camille Paglia (sociological), 
Ronald DeSousa (philosophical), David Sloan Wilson (biological), 
Margaret Visser (meditative), Graeme Gibson (natural) and Sa-
mantha Nutt and Stephen Lewis (social action).   
If you are interested, or if you have any questions, please let us 
know your name, phone number and e-mail address so that we 
may contact you directly.  You can either contact Carol at the 
Church office, me, Rob Peck, or place your name on the sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex.  

Rob Peck 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychologist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Toronto
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Mitten Tree 
Thank you to all those who helped to 
decorate the Mitten Tree with hats, 
mittens, scarves and socks.   They have 
been distributed to the children who 
needed them at G.B. Little Public School. 

The Helen Jones Library 

Thank you for supporting our church li-
brary.  We have received many generous 
donations this year.  Please remember to 
leave your name with your book donations 
so I may add a donor bookplate.  Also, a 
big thank you to Kathryn Moase, who keeps the database 
running.   Karen Wigle  

THE RAINBOW TIE GALA 

The Positive Space Committee of the University of Toronto Scarborough Campus, is hosting 

its Rainbow Tie Gala on Wednesday, January 29
th

 from 5:00-7:00 PM. with a Talent Show 

from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.  The Positive Space Committee brings awareness around the LGBTQ 

an ally community on campus which St. Mark’s is a part of.  There is no cost to attend to the 

large diverse event on campus that deals with sexuality, gender and acceptance in the com-

munity at-large.  Should you be interested in attending please call the Church Office (Carol) 

for tickets.  It is the feel of a black tie event with fun and a more casual rainbow spin.    

Sanctuary Projector Replacement 
As many of you know, one of our projectors in the sanctuary has 
come to the end of its natural life, and needs replaced.  The 
board has asked reps from Property, Trustees and Worship (with 
some added help) to look into the best solution for the replace-
ment of the projector. 

- to Catherine Deneault for 
organizing the Mitten Tree
- to Rob Burridge for head-
ing up the many Outreach 
Ministry projects: Christ-
mas Hampers, Food Bank 
Donations, the Out-of the-
Cold program, the School 
Supplies for Students... 

- to Bart Boniface & others 
for organizing the Turkey 
Supper 
- to the Social Committee 
who ensure we are well 
fed. 
- to the organizers of the 
yard sale, Spring Daze, 
Blue Jays Outing, etc. 
- to all those who have 
filled in for services while 
Paul has been away and 
shared their memories 
and wisdom.  

“Wake at dawn with a 
winged heart and give 
thanks for another day of 

loving." ~Kahlil Gibran~ 

- to all who contributed arti-
cles to the Memo...it is en-
tirely “your” publication… 

- to Carol and Diane and 
many other volunteers for 
printing, folding  and distrib-
uting it on time, every time 

-  to the Communications 
Team for all their support & 
hard work this past year:  
Carol Caise,  Sandra  Barnes 
& Kathryn Moase 

- to Judy Lung, singers & so-
loists for your music—you 
make hearts sing and dance 
to our favourite hymns 

- to the many others who do 
not come immediately to 
mind, illustrating that their 
great contributions are hum-
bly and quietly presented. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

