
  

The Newsletter of St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623 www.st-marks.ca  January 2013  

St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Simply “Thanks”! 

...from Karen Boniface—Board Chair 

When they say whatever you are 
doing at the turn of the New Year, 
you'll do all year, I was sleeping, 
and  fighting the flu that just won't 
go away.  I certainly don't want my 
year to be like that, so I am taking 
the theme of this Memo, "What are 
you thankful for" to change my fo-
cus. 

With this cold, I'm a bit frustrated, 
because I am not recovering faster 
than I would like, but thankful that 
it isn't anything worse and I have a 
warm home and family to take care 
of me.  Good health is so funda-
mental and I think we often over-
look it.  

Broadening from that, I am so 
thankful for all that I have.  A home, 
job, family and being connected to 
a  caring community.  I am thankful 
for the people of St Mark's.  For 
making Christmas a miracle, for ex-
ploring opportunities to make the 
community better, and the United 
Church's Mission and Service Fund 
that reaches out on a global scale. 

We are fortunate to live in a coun-
try that allows for so much personal 
freedom.  Although there are still 
many social injustices, we are able 
to be aware, discuss and publicly  

 

January Events at a Glance! 
Jan 11 7pm  Book Study begins 

Jan 13      11am  Communion Service 

Jan 15     7:30pm Property Team Meeting  

Jan 16    7pm Membership Team Meets 

Jan 21    7pm CE Team Meeting 

Jan 25    7pm Book Study (2nd session) 

Early February Events... 
Feb 5      MEMO Deadline 

Feb 6 7pm F & S Team Meeting 

Feb 7 7pm Outreach Ministry Meeting 

Feb 8      7pm Book Study (3nd session) 

Feb 10 After Service: Luncheon and  

Congregational Finance Meet-

ing—The 2013 Budget 

Feb 11    7pm Art Classes (weekly) begin 

Feb 12 5pm Pancake Supper 

 7pm Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb 19    7:30pm Property Team Meeting  

 For the detailed SMUC Calendar 
of events  go to www.st-
marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

   

 

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

express our opinions.  This is simply 
not the case in many other places 
around the world.   

So, what makes you happy, and what 
are you thankful for?  Every New 
Year is a great time to reflect and 
thank God for our many blessings. 

...from Jeffrey Dale 

Grateful For... 

- Rob, Mary Ethel, Wendy, Glen and 
Beth who all sat on my discernment 
committee this past year.  

- The wonderful learning opportuni-
ties in Halifax and Winnipeg.  

- The CE Team and Outreach Team 
for their constant support in the min-
istries I am directly involved with.  

- Thank you to the members of St. 
Mark's the past two and a half years 
have been amazing and as we go for-
ward I know that we will continue to 
walk with Justice, Mercy and Love, all 
the days of our lives.  

...from Luella Stephens 
I would like to offer  a sincere 
“Thanks” to my church family for 
their support and encouragement 
during the past year and a half, while 
I had numerous body parts re-
moved  or repaired. My Happy Dance 
routine and a box of cherry choco-
lates are ready for an “All Clear” re-
port which I hope to receive in early 
summer. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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Community occurs not by fiat, 

not by magic,  but by participation 

       (Marjorie Suchocki) 

By Paul Hutchison                          

 

Welcome to 2013! 
St. Mark’s is about community.  In the 2009 JNAC, the word occurs 30 times!  
Many of the comments from individuals after the Visioning service in Novem-
ber talk about community, about family, about the connections between peo-
ple at St. Marks, but not much was said about our faith, about what makes us 
who we are as a “Christian community of faith within The United Church of 
Canada”. (from our Mission Statement) 

One of the books that I read through the Christmas season was The Whis-
pered Word:  A Theology of Preaching by Marjorie Suchocki.  In it, she asks 
“what is the binding force that holds together this organic whole called the 
church”.  She goes on to talk about how it is our connection to this commu-
nity as people baptised into Jesus Christ.” (see sidebar) 

We all have varying ideas about our faith, differing theologies of God, of com-
munity, of prayer, of hope, of church and yet, in this place we remain con-
nected as a part of the ‘whole’.  Even with all our differing ideologies, we con-
nect as one in this place.  Our understanding of faith is not cast in stone; they 
are emerging thoughts with and within us. 

I have been reading a lot about Process Theology lately and have found for 
the first time really, that I am not alone in many of the ways I think about 
God, about Christ, about prayer (see Summary) It has been both an aha and 
an amen for me.  I continue to learn new language about faith and new un-
derstandings of what a life in relation to God can mean for me too. 

And so… at the beginning of a new year, at the start of 2013 we take a mo-
ment to ask ourselves, both individually, and as a unified community called St. 
Marks, how do we as people of faith connect through our faith?  Where are 
we finding new ways of thinking about our faith?  What new book have we 
read that might challenge us in our thinking?  What conversation do we need 
to enter into with someone else that can both encourage and challenge us in 
the way we talk about what we believe? 

Dictionary.com identifies ‘Fiat; as” an authoritative decree, sanction, or or-
der:” and ‘Magic’ as “the art of producing a desired effect or result through 
the use of incantation or various other techniques that presumably assure 
human control of supernatural agencies or the forces of nature.”  Neither of 
those words are right for talking about our system of belief, but participation 
does.  

Think about it… talk about it… share it. 

Paul 

Looking for a venue… The book study starts this month... 

… While your congregation 

consists of many individuals, 

[it] is at the same time an or-

ganic unity, a community…. 

The issue to be raised, of 

course, is the particular iden-

tity of this group.  Given the 

multiple relations in which we 

engage, why is this congrega-

tion a congregation instead of 

a crowd?  What is it that ties 

this group of multiply related 

individuals together into this 

new organic whole called 

church?  What is the binding 

force?  In the midst of all this 

multiplicity, whence unity, 

whence community? 

Your members have been bap-

tized into Jesus Christ.  They 

are members of the local con-

gregation precisely because 

they have opened their lives, 

whether maximally or mini-

mally, to participant in God’s 

incarnate reality. 

But baptism is not a once-long-

ago event.  It is, by the grace of 

God, an ongoing event.  One is 

baptized into Christ.  But Christ 

doesn’t “stop”; Christ isn’t lim-

ited to a particular time…. We 

don’t say “I was baptized”; we 

say, “I am baptized.”  Through 

our baptism we are made par-

ticipants in the resurrected 

Christ, and are thus constituted 

as a community. 

Suchocki, Pg. 31,  

 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from the Property Team 

- thanks of our team are extended 
to all those who assisted us with the 
set-up & take down for the Turkey 
dinner, the Dec. Congregational din-
ner, and the Dec. Sunday breakfast.  

...from Gord Maunder 

Thanks are extended to Grant Mac-
Callum for cleaning the eaves 
troughs in Nov... to Gayle Feeney 
for all her hard work with her many 
crafts and her generous donation of 
the sales receipts to our 
church  (about $1300.00)... thanks 
also to all those who supported 
Gayle with purchasing several of 
these items.  Special thanks to Susan 
Holden for her extremely well or-
ganized hamper stuffing exercise in 
Dec.... One hour and done!! To Rob 
Burridge for his musical talents in 
service and for his leadership and 
encouragement in so many worth-
while Outreach projects this year... 
To  Jane Greenwood for her leader-
ship and vision  with the Music 
search committee this past year. 
The skills and talents of Judy are on-
going testimony to the success of 
this team.. To Debbie Maunder and 
her Worship team who found tal-
ented fill-in musicians for our Wor-
ship services, week after week after 
Ginny's resignation last Dec. It was 
not an easy task to face! 

To all those on the Golf Planning 
Team who once again successfully 
arranged last year's tournament and 
contributed over $2200.00 to the 
church's coffers. Our barbeque 
hosts, Rob and Julia, once more de-
serve our thanks for offering their 
home and generosity; in 2013, set 
aside the date of Monday, Sept. 
9th.  Don Thurston once more con-
tributed a great deal of time to or-
ganize our annual Blue Jays excur-
sion in Sept... as well as being the  

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

creative founder for the "SPRING DAZE 
talent show last May. Both events will 
occur in 2013; stay tuned for an-
nouncements re dates and tickets! Fi-
nally, to Carol Caise (in the office) for 
all her support behind the scenes to all 
of us. Events are just not allowed to fail 
with Carol's behind the scenes involve-
ment! 
...from Glen Greenwood 
- Carol Caise, for her kindness and gen-
erosity. As well thanks for being such a 
fine person to be our Voice by phone, 
etc. 
- To members of the board, past 
and present,  for sharing their wisdom 
and understanding. 
- Debbie Maunder: for making the work 
of the worship committee carry on it's 
work so seamlessly. 

 ...from Diane Chadwick 

- Thanks and appreciation to all the 
past Board Chairs, our most recent Past 
Chair, Mary Ethel Morton, and our 
newly 'promoted' Chair, Karen Boniface 
for their leadership; 
- Thanks and appreciation to all the 
'Team Leaders' and their team mem-
bers for their time in helping our 
church run so smoothly; and to Trevor 
White for his time in putting together 
the MEMO; 
- Thanks and appreciation to those who 
do so much to reach out to the commu-
nity with the Christmas hampers; the 
'mitten tree', the fundraising events 
such as the annual Lawn Sale, Turkey 
Dinner, the Social Committee's bake 
sales; and the bi-annual GST night; 
- Thanks to Michael Gomiega and Judy 
Lung for their gift of music; and to all 
the  members who participated in the 
beautiful Christmas Choral service; 
- Thanks to Peter Hills for keeping the 
church clean; 
- Thanks to Paul Hutchison and Jeffrey 
Dale for their leadership; 
- A big thank you to Carol Caise - what 
would we do without you?  You know 
everything!  You're the best. 
- and a personal thank you to my St. 
Mark's family who are always there for 
comfort, support, laughter, and hugs 
for over 40 years. 

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from Tom Stephens 

It’s gratifying to be in a congregation 
that participates so enthusiastically in 
projects which further the mission of 
our church. Many people pitched in 
recently, supplying and preparing 
gifts for Christmas hamper recipients 
and packing and delivering the par-
cels. The many hands helped make 
the project run smoothly and effec-
tively. And we see this so often 
throughout the year with our various 
projects and events:  the turkey din-
ner, the GST auction, the yard sale, 
etc.. But I’d particularly like to ex-
press my gratitude to the individuals 
and committees who do the less ob-
vious work to make these happen… 
the largely unsung heroes who spend 
countless hours in the background 
planning, organizing, worrying, pre-
paring. Specifically, I am grateful for 
the work of the following: 

- Rob Burridge for heading up the 
Christmas Hamper project, the 
Yummy-Tummy Christmas Stockings, 
Food Bank Donations, St. Marks` in-
volvement in the Out-of the-Cold pro-
gram and the School Supplies for Stu-
dents project.    
- Susan Holden for organizing the 
food portion of the Christmas Ham-
per project, sourcing the food and 
ensuring maximum value for the 
funds available.  
- Catherine Deneault for organizing 
the Mitten Tree 
- Bart Boniface for organizing the Tur-
key Supper 
- Julia Peck and the social committee 
who seem to be constantly hiding in 
the kitchen, ensuring we are well fed. 
- The organizers of the yard sale, the 
GST Auction, Spring Daze, Blue Jays 
Outing, etc. 
- The many others who do not come 
immediately to mind, further illus-
trating that these great contributions 
are humbly and quietly presented.   

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from Melinda Calway 

- I wish to thank all the members of 

my Monday night art class for keep-

ing this class going for the past 8 

years & for producing such wonder-

ful art…you make me proud. 

- Thank you to my two kids Lindsay 

& Scott for being such good citizens 

of the earth and great friends to me. 

- Thank you to Bill for companion-

ship & fun times for the last year & a 

half. 

- Thank you to Karen Mackay for 

being an inspiration in my life. 

- Thank you to all the members of St 

Mark’s (my chosen family) you are 

all very special friends in my life and 

I cherish you all. 

...from Sharon & Trevor White 

- Thanks to all the St. Mark’s folks 

who’ve provided unending loving 

support these past six months which 

has helped us so much in our con-

tinuing to provide support to 

Sharon’s mother through her illness. 

- Thanks to all musical staff, soloists 

and the choir...who continued over 

the past year to impress us with the 

quality of their music...which is such 

a very important part of the worship 

experience making all those occa-

sions so meaningful for us. 

- We... 

“Wake at dawn with a winged 
heart and give thanks for another 
day of loving." ~Kahlil Gibran~ 

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from Debbie Maunder & the Wor-
ship Team 

The Worhip Team would like to thank 

the following people for their assis-

tance and support over the past year. 

- A thank you to the Music Supply peo-

ple who willingly and enthusiastically 

filled in while we were searching for a 

new Music Director: Robin Gardiner, 

Michael Gomiega, Henri Vanderkooi, 

and Geoffrey Conquer.  

- We would also like to thank all those 

who have filled in for services while 

Paul has been away and shared their 

memories and wisdom. For supply dur-

ing the summer services: Mary Ethel 

Morton, Bart and Karen Boniface, 

Trevor White, Neville Jacobs, and Rob 

Peck.  Also to Glen Greenwood and Jef-

frey Dale who are always there to help 

when needed.  

- The Worship Team relies on volun-

teers to help make our Sunday services 

meaningful and we greatly appreciate 

all those who put their names forward 

for the many opportunities available.  

...from Bart Boniface 

I am grateful for good friends, kind 

words and support when things aren't 

going quite as well as we would wish 

them.  We have all celebrated wonder-

ful times and experienced difficulties 

that can overwhelm us, and it is reas-

suring to know that all of life's ups and 

downs can be shared within the caring 

environment that St. Mark's encom-

passes.  Through word, prayer or deed, 

thank you for making a difference. 

 

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from Trevor White 

- A most heartfelt thanks to  the fol-
lowing St. Mark’s folks who re-
sponded to my request for volunteers 
and who worked very hard for a full 
day last September to help me clean 
up a disabled neighbour’s yard: Dan 
Boniface, Brendan Doty, Kathy and 
Kevin Lisle and Terry Klodt.  Many 
thanks also to Art Nicholson for lend-
ing us his chain saw which made our 
work so much easier!  Peggy, (my 
neighbour), who also sends her most 
heartfelt thanks, is still in awe at how 
much work we all did that day (and 
so am I!) and reported that our work 
also led to a better relationship with 
another her neighbours—she is so 
very thankful for having such commu-
nity-spirited people as us from St. 
Mark’s help her out.  

- Thanks to all who contributed arti-
cles to the Memo...it is entirely 
“your” publication… 

- Thanks to Carol and Diane and many 
other volunteers for printing, folding  
and distributing it on time, every 
time! 

-  Thanks to the Communications 
Team for all their support & hard 
work this past year:  Anne Green-
wood, Carol Caise,  Sandra  Barnes, 
Kathryn Moase (Web Site), & Krista 
Boniface. 

- Thanks to Michael Gomiega for the 
musical support for the service I pre-
sided over last Summer—you made 
heart sing and dance to my favourite 
hymns—and which reminded me 
that: 

"Gratitude bestows reverence, 
allowing us to encounter everyday 
epiphanies, those transcendent 
moments of awe that change for-
ever how we experience life and 
the world."  

~ John Milton 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Christmas Hampers 2012 ...Simply...“Thanks”! 
 

Outreach Ministry...Rob Burridge 
 
On behalf of the Outreach Ministry Team, I would like to offer my most 
gracious thanks to the St Marks community. 
This program shows the passionate support from our congregation. 
The Christmas Hamper Program is a cause that is deeply entrenched with 
tradition at St Marks. 
This is a unique experience that we all are part of. Families appreciate our 
gift of love.  We make a difference to a under serviced community, as well 
as one so much in need. 
I am pleased with the congregational reaction and the responsible partici-
pation in providing 36 hampers to our local families. 
This was evident in the helpful way portrayed by those who assisted in 
setting up the sanctuary, packing hampers or the delivery.  All of which, 
made this task so efficient and without incident. 
The monetary donations, non-perishable food items and gifts made it pos-
sible for a great success! 
It reminds us in a delightful way, of the important work we do at St Marks 
and the difference we present. 

Food Bank Needs Our Help 
Scarborough Centre for Healthy Commu-
nities will need our help during in the 
New Year. This is at a  time of year when 
those less fortunate, have a greater need 
for the Food Bank 
Donations to the Food Bank are much 
appreciated and there is so much St 
Marks can do. Examples are listed as fol-
lows: 
Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Mac & Cheese, 
Canned Fish, Soup, Beans in Tomato 
Sauce, Mayonnaise, Canned Vegeta-
bles or Fruit 
For those who wish to make a financial 
contribution to the SCHC Food Bank, you 
may make your donation to St Marks,  
specifying it is for the Food Bank and an 
Outreach Team Member will purchase 
the food.   
Where possible, please choose items 
with reduced sugars and/or low sodium. 
There are so many delicious and health-
ier alternatives that can be non-
perishable food items at your grocery 
store. 
Your help is appreciated 

OUT OF THE COLD—2013 
Many Faith organizations and other agencies, from various locations across 
Toronto, take turns and commit to being a partner providing homeless 
persons with food, hospitality and a warm safe place to sleep. 
Knox United Church at 2569 Midland Avenue on the north east corner of 
Midland and Sheppard Ave East , open their doors for the Out of the Cold 
program every Friday evening starting November running through to 
March each year. 
St. Marks through its Outreach Ministry Team will be hosting two week-
ends starting January 25th & 26th as well as February 1rst & 2nd. 
You can get involved by volunteering your time in preparing food for a din-
ner or breakfast, assist in the set up at  the  church prior to a meal service, 
help with, or serving the meals. 
There will be an opportunity to donate food for the preparation of a meal . 
A list will be provided to show where you can help out.  Volunteers will 
need to arrive by 5pm at Knox United Church for the supper service and 
6am for the breakfast service 
You can sign up by contacting me at outreach@st-marks.ca or see me after 
the service starting January 6th, 2013 in the Narthex. 
Last but not least, if you wish to help with a donation to purchase food for 
a meal, please mark an envelope “Outreach-Out of the Cold” and conven-
iently place it on the offering plate at a service . 
You may also leave an envelope with Carol in the office at your conven-
ience. 
Let us not forget those who are weak, exploited and suffering. Let us show 
our mercy and the strength that St Marks can offer in this New Year.  
Rob Burridge 

Outreach Chair 

“SPRING DAZE” SHOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: Friday, March 8
th

 

Saturday, March 9
th

 

At 7:30 PM 

Tickets Now On Sale 

through to January 27
th

 

Adults - $10.00  

Children: $5.00 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s 2012 Book Study 

What? Study of Bruce Sanguin’s book Dar-
win, Divinity, and the Dance of the Cosmos: 
An Ecological Christianity 

When? Starts on Friday, January 11th, 2013, 
from 7 pm to 9 pm, and will run roughly 
every second Friday from then through to 
our wrap-up party on May 3rd. 

Who?  A bunch of really nice people  

Where? St. Mark’s (where else?) 

Why?  “Be prepared to be transformed and 
renewed in the reading of this book.”  The 
main purpose is to have fun. 

Want more information?   

Check out St. Mark’s website under Minis-
tries/Christian Education/2012 Book Study, 
or call Carol at the church office.   

A passing… 

  Doris Watson 

 A Memorial Service was held at the 

church on January 12th for Doris Watson 

who passed peacefully on January 4, 2013 at 

the age of 94.  Doris was a member of the St. 

Mark's congregation for about 30 years. 

 A retired teacher of Special Needs students, Doris started her 

career in a one-room school in Vasey, Ontario in North Simcoe 

County.  At retirement she was a resource Teacher with Scarbor-

ough's Speech and Language Department.  She was past Matron of 

the Scarborough Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star and a 

member of the Retired Women Teachers of Ontario. 

 At St. Mark's Doris was a willing helper with projects such as 

the Yard Sale, and was an active participant of the Wednesday 

Morning Seniors Group.  In almost a century of living, Doris saw 

many changes in society and willingly adapted and embraced them.  

Doris had a life that was well-lived and that put the needs of others 

before her own. 

 We extend our condolences to daughter Janet Minard, son 

Bill Watson and the extended family.   

 Suggested donations towards the Saint Mark’s Embracing the 

Spirit Fund or a charity of your choice would be appreciated. 

Dave MacKenzie 

Congregational Meeting for Finance 

– February 10, 2013 

The annual Congregational Meeting for Finances 
will be on Sunday, February 10, 2013, after the 
service.  Copies of the year-end financial state-
ments for 2012 will be distributed and dis-
cussed.  We will also review the budget for 
2013, which the Board dealt with at their meet-
ing in January.  We encourage everyone to join 
us for this important event. 

The financial position for St. Mark’s up to the 
end of December 2012 is in the condensed 
statement at left.  Although a significant deficit 
had been projected for 2012, expenses were 
lower than anticipated in some areas and some 
additional fundraising income helped us end the 
year with less of a deficit.  Although ending the 
year with a deficit of $4, 392 is not a good thing, 
it is better than ending the year with the deficit 
predicted in the budget. 

2013 is a new year and everyone can help 
spread the good news about the great things 
happening at St. Mark’s! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.st-marks.ca/index.php/ministries/christian-education/2012-book-study
http://www.st-marks.ca/index.php/ministries/christian-education/2012-book-study

