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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

       “Ae Fond Farewell” 
These past two months have been such a surreal 

experience, I can scarcely believe it has actually 

happened!  

It was an extremely difficult decision for me to 

make; but, after long serious consideration and 

deep soul-searching, I decided to begin a new 

chapter in my life. 

In many ways, I'm very sorry to be leaving the 

comfort and security of St. Mark's; however, I 

felt that the time was right for me to resign.  

I was invited to St. Mark's in December 1992 to help sing the Christmas Choral mu-

sic.  Although a soprano, I was often seconded to sing with my buddy Bill, the lone 

tenor.  During these years I was also the resident supply organist.  On January 1, 

1998, I began my tenure as organist and choir director. 

The 14 years I was Director of Music and the 19 years I was a member of St. 

Mark's, were absolutely wonderful.  I was always welcomed, appreciated, stimu-

lated, challenged, supported, fulfilled, entertained and loved.  It was my great joy 

and privilege to be an integral part of the St. Mark's family.  During these past 19 

years, I have formed cherished friendships and garnered many happy memories. 

These are blessings I will always value and treasure. 

This is not a final good-bye to you, the warm, fantastic people of this congregation. 

Although I will miss seeing you regularly on Sunday mornings, hopefully I will be 

able to continue to meet you and maintain friendships and connections that have 

been formed. 

I wish you all of the very best for continued success.  A heartfelt thank you to eve-

ryone.  I'll always remember and treasure my years at St. Mark's. 

Be assured, the people in the St. Mark's family will always hold a very special place 

in my heart. 

Warmest,  Ginny Gies 

 

January Events at a Glance! 
Jan 8 The Baptism of  Jesus 
 Glen Greenwood preaching 
Jan 9       Office reopens 

      7pm — Art Classes begin 

Jan 12 7pm — Board Meeting 
Jan 13 7pm — Book Study begins 
Jan 16    7pm Art Class (2nd session) 

Jan 21     Confirmation Class: church      
      visits 10am—5pm 

Jan 23    7pm Art Class (3rd session) 

Jan 27    7pm Book Study (2nd session) 

Jan 30      7pm Art Class (4th session) 

Jan 31    MEMO Deadline 

 

Early February Events... 
Feb 6      7pm Art Class (5th session) 

Feb 9 7pm—Social Justice Meeting 
Feb 10    7pm Book Study (3nd session) 

Feb 12 After Service: Luncheon and 
Congregational Finance Meet-
ing—The 2012 Budget 

  
 For the detailed SMUC Calen-

dar of events  go to www.st-
marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

   

 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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Simply “Thanks”! 

...from Mary Ethel  - Board Chair 

- On behalf of the Board of St. 

Mark's, I would like to express our 

thanks to Virginia Gies for her years 

of service as music director.  Ginny is 

a very talented musician and a great 

vocal leader & will be greatly missed 

at St. Mark's.  

(Ed. Note: Pictures from Ginny’s 

Farewell Luncheon appear in the 

online version of this Memo.)  

...from Betty Jarman 

- Thanks to Ginny for her gift of 

beautiful music during all fourteen 

years she was musical director at St. 

Marks.  She is a wonderful musician 

and will be hard to replace. 

...from Anonymous 

- Thanks to Don Thurston, who again 

this past year, superbly organized 

the baseball outing last September.  

It was a great evening with friends. 

- Thanks to  Catherine Denault who 

once again volunteered in her low 

profile manner to set up the Christ-

mas tree in the sanctuary, and the 

mittens/ hats tree for the under-

privileged.  Her efforts support our 

Christmas life cycle at St. Mark's and 

helps so many local families for the 

cold weather of winter.  

- Thanks to all who assisted in any 

way with the hamper project by 

sponsoring families, obtaining food 

supplies, setting up and distributing 

the boxes. It proves "many hands 

make light work" possible.  Special 

thanks to Luella, Gail and Susan for 

sharing their leadership, talents and 

experience with the volunteers to 

make this work so efficiently. 

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from Glen Greenwood 

- Wib Lang; teaching me how to pray 

and forcing me to listen attentively to 

hear God's message in each homily. 

- Ruth Lang; for her dogged determi-

nation to make us inclusive long be-

fore it was the "fashion." 

- Alan Hall; for dragging me kicking 

and screaming  forward in my faith 

journey, forcing me to think more 

fully, confounding and infuriating me, 

changing me and making me a better 

Christian. Also, for driving into my be-

ing..."you are not alone…." 

- Paul Hutchison; his homily on the 

bridge on Queen Street and his  hom-

ily on his daughters infant sleepers. 

- Jeff Dale; for showing again that God 

chooses many ways to spread the 

Gospel, [including through Dr. Suess 

and the woman on the subway.] 

 - to those who built and rebuilt St. 

Mark's; we owe them so much but 

can only repay by fulfilling the Great 

Spirits calling,  "seek justice, love kind-

ness and walk humbly with our God." 

Micah 6: 8 

- Harry Brown, one of the wisest peo-

ple I have ever met.  Thank you for 

everything...showing how by word 

and deed what Christians should be. 

...from Mary Ethel Morton 

How do you choose just one or two 

people to thank, from a congregation 

like St. Mark's? 

- Thanks to Jeff, who has brought 

more than we could have hoped for to 

the position of Youth Minister. 

- Thanks to Ginny for her gifts of music 

for the past 18 years.  

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

...from Mary Ethel (cont’d) 

- Thanks to the projection team who 

give us the words to sing.  

- Thanks to the board & volunteers 

who keep this church vital.  

- Thanks to Jane Greenwood for her 

years of handling our bills & finances.  

- Thanks to Gibby Milne who has 

been an ardent volunteer & support 

since the beginning of St. Mark's.  

- Thanks to Kathryn for our wonderful 

website & leadership.  

- Thanks to all the kids of St. Mark's 

who make me smile & be proud.  

- Thanks for the insight of those who 

just "know" when you need a kind 

word or a hug.  

- Thanks to our Trustees, who have 

kept us going on the right path.  

- Thanks for all the new faces that 

bring wonderful caring & support for 

our church.  

- Thanks for all those that have come 

& gone over the years. Their memory 

will live forever in our history.  

- Thanks for Carol, who offers more 

than the usual office supervisor. 

- In fact - thanks to everybody! You're 

all terrific! 

...from Sharon & Trevor White 

- Thanks to Ginny and the choir...who 

so impressed us with the quality of 

their music on our very first visit to 

St. Mark’s, (a small choir with a big, 

beautiful sound!), that  we  decided 

to stay...given how music is a very 

important part of the worship experi-

ence which makes all those occasions 

so meaningful for us. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Christmas Hampers...Simply...“Thanks”! 
Gail Klodt - Outreach 
 

On behalf of the whole Outreach Ministry Team I would like to thank this 

faith community for your support of the Christmas Hamper Project. Your 

donations of money, food and presents as well as your gift of time with set 

up, packing and delivery of the hampers made it possible for us to provide 

50 hampers to local families in need. Special thanks to Jeff and the children 

for leading us into Hamper week with a play that reminded us in such a de-

lightful way of the importance of this project.  

Simply “Thanks”!  (cont’d) 

…from Catherine Denault 

- Thanks to your generosity, the “mitten 

tree” was a big success again this Christ-

mas!  Those in need in our community 

will be just a little warmer this winter. 

...from Don French 

To everyone who supported me through 
their prayers, visits , calls and cards over 
the past three months while I was re-
covering from an injury.  Your support 
really gave me a boost which I have no 
doubt made for a speedier recovery! 

...from Trevor White 

- Many thanks to all who contributed 
articles to the Memo...it is entirely 
“your” publication… 

- Many thanks to Carol and Diane and 
many other volunteers for printing, fold-
ing  and distributing it on time, every 
time! 

2011 United Church Calendars 

The 2012 United Church Calendars are now available to 
order.  There is a sign-up sheet on Church’s bulletin 
board or you can call Carol at the Church Office (416-
439-8623) to order your Calendar.  The cost of the 

Calendars is $5.00 each. 

Food Bank Needs Help 

S carborough Centre for Healthy 

Communities (previously known as 

West Hill Community Services) have indi-

cated that the following items would be 

appreciated as donations to the Food 

Bank: 

 Cereal 

 Canned fish 

 Macaroni & cheese 

 Mayonnaise (small jar of light) 

 Canned fruit 

Where possible, please purchase items 

with reduced sugar and low sodium. 

There is a Food Bank collection box in 

the Narthex (kitchen area at the back of 

the sanctuary). 

OUT OF THE COLD 

Many churches and other groups, in various locations in Toronto, take 

turns partnering to make it possible to provide homeless persons with 

food, hospitality and a warm safe place to sleep.  Knox United Church, 2569 

Midland Avenue (just north of Sheppard) opens their doors for the pro-

gram every Friday night.  St, Mark’s is hosting Out of the Cold at Knox on 

two weekends: January 20th/21st and January 27th/28th. 

If you can help by volunteering your time, please sign-up at church on Janu-

ary 8th or 15th or contact one of the following co-ordinators: 

Luella Stephens for Friday suppers, January 20th or 27th 

(416) 283-1267  Email: tom.stephens@sympatico.ca 

Volunteers need to arrive by 5:00 p.m. 

If you are able, we would also appreciate your help by preparing food in 

advance of one of the supper meals. See Luella at church on Sunday, Janu-

ary 8th or 15th or call, for a list of what is needed. 

or 

Gail Klodt for Saturday breakfast, January 21st or 28th 

(416) 283-6776  Email: gklodt@gmail.com 

Volunteers need to arrive by 6:00 a.m. 

If you would like to make a donation to help purchase food for these meals, 

please mark an envelope “Outreach – Out of the Cold” and place it on the 

offering plate at a service, or leave it with Carol in the office. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/


4 

Art Classes at 
St. Mark's 
by Melinda Cal-
way 
 

 
Watercolour Classes will be starting up once again on 
Monday, January 9th, 2012 at St. Mark's. 
 
No prior experience needed just the desire to learn! 
 
Classes run Mondays 7—9:30 pm for 5 weeks. 
 
Cost is $95.00 (including HST) per 5 week session. 
 
Please note that this is a “Seed” project and a portion 
of the proceeds are donated to St. Mark's. 
 
Next session begins Monday, January 9th, 2012  
 
For more information, please contact Melinda through 
the  church office or via email at: 
mcalway@timelessgraphics.ca  

The Helen Jones’ Library at St. Mark’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone who has helped to revitalize our church library.  Kathryn Moase made it possible to set 

up a database online via the church website.  She also keeps it up to date.  Sandy Giles-Byrne made a generous dona-

tion in memory of her mother, Helen Jones, that funded the purchase of new bookshelves.  Rev. Paul found us those 

bookshelves on sale, got them to the church and set them up.  Melinda Calway and the Cherons designed and printed 

our new donor bookplates.  A number of church members have generously donated books to the library.  All of this 

hard work means that you have access to an informative and relevant collection of books.  The library is located in the 

Friendship Room by the coat rack.  Next time you hang up your coat, take a minute or two to see what is on display.  

My final thank you is to all those who borrow books because that is why the library exists.  I enjoy looking after it and 

hope you enjoy using it.            

                                          Karen Wigle 
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St. Mark’s 2012 Book Study 

What? Study of Marcus Borg’s “The Heart of Christianity” 

When? Starts on Friday, January 13th, 2012, from 7 pm to 9 

pm, and will run roughly every second Friday from then 

through to our wrap-up party in May. 

Who?  A bunch of really nice people  

Where? St. Mark’s (where else?) 

Why?  “this is a book for lovers of faith and those seeking a 

faith to love”  The main purpose is to have fun. 

How? Each session has one or two volunteer presenters who 

present one chapter’s material in a 20 - 30  minute presenta-

tion.  We break out into discussion groups of five or six for 

another 20 or 30 minutes.  After a break for goodies (also 

prepared by volunteers), we come back into one large group 

and listen to each of the smaller groups present their views.   

Want more information?   

Check out St. Mark’s website under Ministries/Christian Edu-

cation/2012 Book Study, or call Carol at the church office.   

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.st-marks.ca/index.php/ministries/christian-education/2012-book-study
http://www.st-marks.ca/index.php/ministries/christian-education/2012-book-study
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Ginny’s Farewell Luncheon...December 18, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Choir friends...Ginny with Betty & Anne 

 

more Choir friends...Ginny with George & Diane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                                              

 

                                                                               And more Choir friends...Robin, Jane, Kate & Anne 


