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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Minister’s Message...Paul Hutchison 
 

I feel a bit guilty about this sticker I bought when I arrived at St. Mark’s.  I thought it 
would be great because it would show I’m very open and affirming, but let’s be clear, 
very straight.  I thought that was important to differentiate when I got here… not so 
much anymore… 
We are in the midst of conversation about what happened on Sunday when a guest 
decided to let us know that he didn’t agree with our understanding of faith, that homosexuality is a sin.  It was an over-
whelming statement that took the wind out of each of us as an audible gasp filled the room… and then silence. 
We recovered, and last night we had about 25 of us gathered in the sanctuary talking about how we felt, about what 
was going through us both in the context of the service, but also in the hours and days past.  Each of us had a reaction 
to what happened, even those not present on Sunday that heard about what happened reacted to the news.  Our 
sanctuary had been violated, that place we call holy had been desecrated by hurtful words, and yet we found our way 
through it.  Last night was a coming together, a gathering again in that place and naming it as a safe place.  We each lit 
a candle and placed it on the pedestal under the epiphany stars in the middle of the circle and the whole evening, the 
stars swayed and moved and shone as we talked about what happened. 

Oh no… oh no… oh no… OH YES…Yes!...YES! 

We stood up in confidence and said that this place is a place for all to worship, we 
didn’t kick the guy out; we articulated what inclusion means for us, that our circle 
includes all.  We said he was welcome to join us for worship… and if he comes back, 
I’d like to think that he could be welcome (although I don’t think I’d let him up to 
make any more announcements), because that is how we live out what inclusion 
means.  We have been resting on our laurels.  Sure… we’re an affirming congrega-
tion… we’re progressive… we’re inclusive… we’re life-affirming… we use technol-
ogy… we don’t dress up for church… we sit in a circle or square or different configu-
rations… we sing newer music and are very conscious of language… we help at out 
of the cold… we do Christmas hampers… we help with a lot of community events 
and school activities… and it’s all good… but this guy knocked us off of our centre.  
He moved us off of that comfortable place we call home and made us think again.  
Where are we pushing the boundaries?  Where are we risking ourselves as a people 
of faith? 
As you know… I process my life through music… there is always a verse that moves 
me as I think my way through things…  These are my three for the week…  I started 
off needing that reminder of presence… “Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger.” But 
then moved “we’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown” to that love 
being outside what we expect as normal, and that means that we might get wet, 
which we did on Sunday morning.  But then, in watching, talking to, and being with 
the congregation in the conversations this week, I have found that this dunking has 
been a blessing and has changed us.  So we ask ourselves… now what?  How would 
you answer that question?  In this experience, in this faith, in this community, we 
are not alone!  Thanks be to God.       
                                       Paul 

  

 

Lenten 

Don’t Be Afraid MV90 

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, 
my love is stronger than your fear. 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger 

and I have promised,  
promised to be always near. 

Words: John L. Bell and Graham Maule, 1995 

My Love Colours Outside the 
Lines MV138 

We’ll never walk on water 
if we’re not prepared to drown, 
body and soul need a soaking 

from time to time. 

Words: Gordon Light, 1995 

Ev’ry Day Is a Day of Thanks-
giving MV185 

Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving. 

God, you’ve been so good to me. 

Ev’ry day you’re blessing me. 

Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving. 

I will glorify you, O my God, today! 

Words: Leonard Burks 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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From the Board Chair...Karen Boniface 

"May we dive boldly and confidently,  

knowing we have all we need  

and many faith-filled divers who go with us. 

Thanks be to God!"  

          From "Diving Deeply" a book of Daily Devotions for 
Lent  

As we enter into the season of Lent, it is a good time to 
reflect, consider the journey that Jesus went  through, 
and consider with your own life journey.  I encourage you 
to pick up a copy of “Diving Deeply” at the church, the 
devotions are only a couple pages each day, with per-
sonal insights, thoughts to ponder and prayer. 

In last Sunday's service, our service was challenged by a 
fellow who expressed his views on homosexuality.  It 
shook the congregation to the core.  The outcome though 
was one of mixed feelings, singing of Draw the Circle 
Wide, an invitation for that fellow to stay and worship, 
and a strong message that we do not agree, and that we 
are proud to be an affirming church.  At a special healing 
service that followed a couple days later, and through 
circle discussions we felt there was a bonding that took 
place and talked about perhaps we have become compla-
cent, and the challenge of being inclusive.  Paul added to 
this, "Maybe we need a little soaking from time to time."  
Was this God's way of soaking us? 

 Activities and opportunities to get to know each other 
and discuss what matters through our regular and Lenten 
services, our upcoming congregational meeting and book 
studies to name a few, are important for your and the 
congregation's general well being.  Be a part of St Mark's.  
I am so very thankful that I am. 

Out of the Cold—2013 
Many Faith organizations and other agencies, from vari-
ous locations across Toronto, take turns and commit to 
being a partner providing homeless persons with food, 
hospitality and a warm safe, place to sleep. 

Knox United Church at 2569 Midland Avenue on the 
north east corner of Midland and Sheppard Ave East , 
open their doors for the Out of the Cold program every 
Friday evening starting November running through to 
March each year. This provides 20 emergency beds at this 
location out of the 95 offered across Toronto for Out of 
the Cold program. Mattresses and blankets are provided 

St. Marks through its Outreach Ministry Team was host 
to two weekends,  January 25th & 26th as well as Febru-
ary 1rst & 2nd.   

Each guest who spent the night receives a hearty lunch to 
go as well as a token to get them to the next Out of the 
Cold site or their own desired destination. 

Our congregation  got involved by volunteering their time 
in preparing food for a dinner or breakfast, assisting in 
the set up at  the  church prior to a meal service, help 
with, or serving the meals. There was even an opportu-
nity to donate food for the preparation of a meal , pur-
chase food for a meal or make a monetary donation. 

The support from the congregation as well as the com-
mitment of our volunteers from St Marks was appreci-
ated. It is an enormous task but a worth- while cause. 

We did not forget those who are weak, exploited and 
suffering. We showed a caring heart, our mercy and the 
strength that St Marks offers in this program, making a 
difference in someone’s life.  

Rob Burridge 

Outreach Ministry Chair 

THIS AIN’T YOUR GRAMMA’S BIBLE STUDY   
Tuesdays, 12 pm - 1 pm   

Bring Your Lunch, Bring Your Mind, Bring Your Con-
versation, Bring Yourself!  

Spring 2013 Schedule: 

Tuesdays  

January 22nd - February 12th: 

Exploring Faith Questions   

February 12th - March 26th: 

Final Words From The Cross (The Scriptures and Je-
sus' Final Words ) 

ST. MARK’S PHOTO CONTEST 

Are you somewhat of an amateur photographer?  Or even a 
professional one? Have you taken pictures over the past year 
that are just too good to leave on your camera card or in a 
drawer somewhere?  

Well, it’s time to pull them out! St. Mark’s will be hosting a com-
petition for pictures that will then be submitted to the 2015 
Bulletin Photos and 2015 Canadian Church Calendar Photos. 
The guidelines for each of these are: “express how your congre-
gation or ministry sings your song of faith” or “Canadian scen-
ery, life and work of the church, Advent, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost, Christmas, Communion, Baptism, Confirmation, Fu-
nerals, Mission and Service Fund Projects or Partners”.  

There will be prizes presented by our jury members. All Photos 
submitted to the competition will be submitted to the UCC. 
Deadline for photos: April 28th, 2012.  

http://www.st-marks.ca/


3 

St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within 
The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has 
evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the 
life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation are explored, particularly, 
though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian Education 

News 

CHRISTMAS CARDS, BIRTHDAY CARDS, ANY CARDS  
 

Do you have Greeting Cards Laying Around The House?  Don’t know 
what to do with them?  We want the covers.  Bring them into the 
church to Jeffrey and we will use them for crafts.  

Doc Night at St. Mark’s 

Harvesting Hope In Northern Manitoba Communities 

February 15th 

7 pm - 8:30 pm 

Video and Discussion Night 

The story of Aboriginal peoples struggling to access 
healthy food in northern Manitoba.  Despite the 
grinding poverty and many other barriers to accessing 
healthy food where 75% of households are food inse-
cure, people in northern communities are growing 
hope.  These communities are planting gardens, start-
ing greenhouses and teaching traditional Aboriginal 
methods of harvesting, gardening, berry picking and 
fishing to children and families.  In spite of restrictive 
policies and a lack of meaningful government support, 
community members are reintroducing traditional 
food practices.  This video features First Nation and 
Metis people from Northern Manitoba as well as aca-
demics and past Assembly of Manitoba Chief, Ovide 
Mercredi.  This participatory video by graduate stu-
dent Vanessa Lozecznik, filmmaker Ryan Klatt and Dr. 
Thompson with community input will teach and in-
spire. 

Spiritual Growth 

February  26th 

April 30th 

May 28th 

March will be replaced by the Seder Supper. 

A Message From The Minister of Education and Youth 

          This past month I attended the “Faith in the City” 
meeting at City Hall.  What a thrill it was to sit in the city 
hall chambers as it was taken over by hundreds of faith 
leaders from across the city.  Together we gathered to talk 
about ‘poverty’, ‘homelessness’, ‘youth’ and ‘food’.  There 
I spoke with former Moderator Mardi Tindal about writing 
and feeling inspired.  These days I am feeling more in-
spired.  Inspired to write, read, converse and most of all 
examine my own spiritual life.  I just got back from a Spiri-
tual Practices Retreat at Five Oaks.  If you’ve never been to 
Five Oaks you simply must go.  Five Oaks is a sacred place 
where one can really recharge.  I found my inspiration for 
the weekend coming from walking outside, colouring what 
I thought was ‘the beginning of creation’ and dancing with 
my fellow participants.  

           What inspires you?  What is your ministry/calling in 
life?  So often we wonder where we are called, but not 
often do we listen to that voice.  I re-found my calling, and 
as I rededicate myself to it, I beg of you to find what in-
spires you in these winter nights.  

Jeffrey Dale   

Seder Supper 
March 28th 

7 pm 

St. Mark’s Sanctuary 

Upcoming  Youth Events 

Jr. Youth – March Break Sleep Over March 11th (7 pm) to March 12th (11 am) pick up  

Sr. Youth – April Youth Event Presbytery Wide with a focus on LGBT and Allies  
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The annual Congregational Meeting for 
Finances was held after the service on Sun-
day, February 10, 2013.  Copies of the year-
end financial statements for 2012 and the 
2013 budget were distributed and dis-
cussed.  The financial position for St. 
Mark’s up to the end of January 2013 is in 
the first column of the statement (at left).  
The second column has the figures for the 
2013 budget.  If you missed the meeting on 
February 10 and would like a copy of the 
full budget and/or the 2012 year end state-
ments, please see Carol in the office. 

2013 will be an interesting year for St. 
Mark’s, as we work through another JNAC 
and the visioning process.  One of the is-
sues to be resolved is how to address the 
projected deficits that have been part of 
the budget for the last few years.  As al-
ways, please speak to a member of the 
Finance & Stewardship Team, or a member 
of the Board, if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

Financially Speaking – St. Mark’s January 2013 Financial Summary  
Finance and Stewardship Team 

END OF YEAR OFFERING STATEMENTS 
The End of Year Statements regarding your contributions to St. Mark’s were sent out at the end of January. 

Please review your statement to ensure that your Tax Receipts are accurate.    

If you have any issues,  don’t hesitate to contact Jane Ogaki or Carol in the office by February 10th. 

Thank you for your continuing support of St. Mark’s! 

St. Mark’s 2012 Book Study 

What? Study of Bruce Sanguin’s book Darwin, 
Divinity, and the Dance of the Cosmos: An Eco-
logical Christianity 

When? Starts on Friday, January 11th, 2013, 
from 7 pm to 9 pm, and will run roughly every 
second Friday from then through to our wrap-up 
party on May 3rd. 

Who?  A bunch of really nice people  

Where? St. Mark’s (where else?) 

Why?  “Be prepared to be transformed and re-
newed in the reading of this book.”  The main 
purpose is to have fun. 

Want more information?   

Check out St. Mark’s website under Ministries/
Christian Education/2012 Book Study, or call 
Carol at the church office.   

Food Bank Needs Our Help 
Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities will need our help 
during in the New Year. This is at a  time of year when those less 
fortunate, have a greater need for the Food Bank 

Donations to the Food Bank are much appreciated and there is so 
much St Marks can do. Examples are listed as follows: 

Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Mac & Cheese, Canned Fish, Soup, Beans 
in Tomato Sauce, Mayonnaise, Canned Vegetables or Fruit 

For those who wish to make a financial contribution to the SCHC 
Food Bank, you may make your donation to St Marks,  specifying it 
is for the Food Bank and an Outreach Team Member will purchase 
the food.   

Where possible, please choose items with reduced sugars and/or 
low sodium. There are so many delicious and healthier alterna-
tives that can be non-perishable food items at your grocery store. 

Your help is appreciated! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
http://www.st-marks.ca/index.php/ministries/christian-education/2012-book-study
http://www.st-marks.ca/index.php/ministries/christian-education/2012-book-study
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February at a Glance! 
Feb 8th     7pm Book Study (3rd session) 
Feb 10th  Congregational Finances Luncheon 

Meeting– The 2013 Budget 
Feb 11th   7pm Art Classes (weekly) begin 
Feb 12th Shrove Tuesday 
 5pm: Pancake Supper 
 7pm: Ash Wednesday Service 
Feb 19th   7:30pm Property Team Meeting  
Feb 20th   7:00pm Communications Team  
        Meeting  
Feb 22nd  7pm: Book Study: 4th Session 
Feb 28th 7pm Outreach Team & Worship 

Team Meetings 

And into March... 
Mar 1st     7pm Book Study (5th session) 
Mar 7th     7pm Board Meeting 
Mar 8th & 9th 7:30pm Stage Daze Show 
Mar 22nd  7pm Book Study (6th session) 
Mar 24th  Palm Sunday 
 
For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

                               

  AN EVENING OF “FUN” CURLING WITH 

“THE SMITH’S” 

SATURDAY MARCH 23, 2013 

AT 

TAM HEATHER CURLING CLUB 

ARRIVAL TIME START: 5:30 PM. – CURLING 6:30 TO 8:30 

LASAGNA DINNER – MEAT/VEGETARIAN  

ROLLS/SALAD/DESSERT/TEA/COFFEE 

COST $ 30.00 – FOR CURLERS 

COST $ 28.00 – FOR NON CURLERS 

NO EXPERIENCE OR EQUIPMENT NECESSARY 

HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN US THIS EVENING FOR 
FELLOWSHIP/FUN/GAMES/PRIZES 

SIGN UP NOW – LIMITED CURLING SPACES 

PAYMENT GUARANTEES YOUR SPOT 

SO DON’T DELAY 

PAYMENT DUE BY MARCH 11, 2013 

CHEQUE OR CASH TO LARRY OR TERESA 

Email teresas@agsautomotive.com 

teals@rogers.com 
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“SPRING DAZE” SHOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: Friday, March 8
th

 

and Saturday, March 9
th

 

At 7:30 PM 

Tickets Now On Sale 

Adults - $10.00  

Children: $5.00 

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://www.st-marks.ca/
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The Next Chapter                       

By Karen Wigle 

Many thanks to Marg Mooney, Julia Peck, Jeffrey Dale, 
and the anonymous donors who have recently given 
books to our library.  Don’t forget to leave me your name 
when you donate books.  This allows me to recognize 
your generosity with our St. Mark’s bookplates. 

Feature Book 

 

A Gift of Hope Helping the Homeless 
by Danielle Steel 

A memoir by the well-known fiction 
author about the death of her son 
her 11 years of anonymously helping 
the homeless in San Francisco. 

 

 

An Altar in the World – A Geography 
of Faith by Barbara Brown Taylor 

A New York Times Bestseller about 
“meaningful ways to discover the 
sacred in the small things we do and 
see…Through Taylor’s expert guid-
ance and thought provoking prose, 
we learn to live with purpose, pay 
attention, slow down, and practice 
reverence.” 

Eternal Live: A New Vision Beyond Religion, Beyond The-
ism, Beyond Heaven and Hell by John Shelby Spong. 

Jesus 24/7 Guide To Spiritual Growth – 12 Study Sessions 
for Groups and Individuals written by David Bruce and 
published by the United Church. 

 

 

A Fly In A Pail Of Milk The Herb 
Carnegie Story is an autobiography 
about one of the greatest black 
hockey players who never made it 
to the NHL. 

 

 

 

It’s Taken Years To Get This Old – A 
Lighthearted Look At The Senior Mo-
ments by Karen O’Connor. 

 

 

 

 

Children of War – Voices of Iraqi Refugees by Deborah 
Ellis. 

I Am The Clay – a novel about the Korean War by Chaim 
Potok. 

Scaredy Squirrel – a children’s book about gaining confi-
dence by Melanie Watt. 

When Families Grieve – one of the Sesame Street “Talk, 
Listen, Connect” series helping families cope with difficult 
transitions.  Contains a Sesame DVD, a guide for parents 
and a children’s story. 

And another good place to read...and have 
a coffee and a treat…. 

The Village Grocer in Unionville is a unique specialty gro-
cery store located at Kennedy Road and 16th Avenue.  
They have a small café with good coffee and a selection 
of hot and cold foods.  There is always a healthy choice 
selection.  Take your book and spend a few minutes read-
ing in this sunlit area after a bite to eat and before you 
wander through the store.  There is a large, interesting 
selection of packaged specialty foods, prepared foods 
and frozen foods.  There is a fresh meat counter and 
fresh fruits and vegetables. Try the miniature dark choco-
late ganache cake from the bakery.  It’s just enough for 2-
4 people.  There is also a fresh flower shop, giftware and 
cookware.  Their website thevillagegrocer.com has lots 
more information plus their weekly flyer.  They are open 
7 days a week.  The phone number is 905-940-0655. 
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CLOTHING DRIVE 
SCHC (Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities) 
is currently  experiencing a shortage of girls and boys 
clothing for 3 to 13 years.   If  you are starting your 
Spring cleaning early, please bring any gently  used, 
clean clothing to the Church and an Outreach Team 
member will make sure they are taken to the Cloth-
ing Bank.  They would be greatly appreciated.   

http://www.st-marks.ca/

