
  

The Newsletter of St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9    (416) 439-8623  www.st-marks.ca      February 2012  

St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

The Music Director search is on…. 
Mary Ethel Morton 
 
On the last two Sundays of January, Jeffery Dale facilitated two     
workshops for the congregation of St. Mark's to help us and the Music 
Director Search Committee identify the types of music that move us all 
in worship.   The first session was on “Silence, Speech, Song: The 
Rhythm of Worship “ and the second was on “Creating God’s Harmony 
Together: The Ministry of Music and the Rest of Us.“   
 
The members of the search committee are: 
 Jane Greenwood - Chair 
 Anne Greenwood 
 Gord Maunder 
 Kathryn Moase 
 Charlie Wardell 
 
The committee has already begun their work that will eventually lead 
to finding a new Music Director.  We hope everyone who is asked will 
give their full support to the members of this search committee.  
We wish them strength, courage and a sense of holiness as they go 
about their work.  

February at a Glance! 
Feb 10th  7pm: Book Study: 3rd Session 
Feb 12th  Congregational Finances Luncheon 

Meeting 
Feb 19th “Love is better than anger.” Inter-

generational choir singing Jack 
Layton’s “Letter to a Nation” 

Feb 21st Shrove Tuesday 
 5pm: Pancake Supper 
 7pm: Ash Wednesday Service 
Feb 24th  7pm: Book Study: 4th Session 
Feb 26th Lent 1 Communion Service 
Mondays @ 7pm: Art Classes 
 
For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

 

   

Bel Canto Singers joining us in Worship on Sunday March 4th 

The Bel Canto Singers was founded in 1993 under the  direc-

tion of John Watkins.  It was the vision of the founding mem-

bers to develop a community choir that would provide fun 

and fellowship as well as excellence in singing for experienced 

and committed choristers.  Linda Meyer is the current musical 

director whose passion is singing with "spirit" and teaching.  

Over the past 30 years she has been a soloist, cantor and mu-

sic director of church choirs and community theatre.  This 

choir includes Linda Meyer, Michael Gomiega and Julia Peck 

from our St. Mark’s congregation. 

http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
http://belcantosingers.ca/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=26&Itemid=62
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From the Minister’s Desk... 
It’s the first day of February and it is 8 degrees above zero.  Tomorrow is Groundhog Day and to be honest, it doesn’t 

seem to be getting the usual hype.  Maybe because the coming of better weather isn’t something we are looking for-

ward to very much….  We have had such a mild winter it feels like it hasn’t arrived yet – when that happens – when it 

hasn’t really arrived yet - it’s hard to be expecting it to go.  How do we have hope for spring when, in reality, we have 

only had three real ‘glimpses’ of winter?  It’s hard to look forward to what we are already experiencing. 

Experiencing new things isn’t easy.  Doing the unexpected is hard.  February 12th is our Congregational Meeting for 

finances, and the reading for the day is from 2 Kings 5:1-14.  It’s about Naaman and Elisha and their story of healing.  

Naaman was a commander in the Syrian army who had done well and had the respect of the king.  Naamaan had lep-

rosy…in the battles they capture a girl who tells his wife “if he would go to the prophet in Samaria he would be 

cured”… the king sends a letter of introduction and many gifts… through a series of events Naaman ends up at the 

house of the prophet Elisha.  Elisha sends a message out to him with a servant – “go bathe in the Jordan River 7 times 

and you will be healed”…  Naaman storms off grumbling – why didn’t he see me – why didn’t he wave his hand over 

me – what about the Abana River or the Pharpar River the rivers in Damascus are just as good as any river in Israel… 

but… his servant said to him…  “if the prophet had told you to do something difficult, you would have done it.  So why 

don’t you do this?” 

Naaman had different expectations of what would happen, of how his healing would take place.   

It’s hard to go ahead when things feel like they are different than we originally thought or planned.  It’s hard when the 

familiar feels too distant.  It’s hard to see a new way as valid when it feels foreign. 

This story is from about 722 BCE...over 2700 years ago ‘ish’ - does it still speak?  Can we still hear a holy voice within 

the story speaking to our experience of life? 

I’m excited about what is ahead for us.  I’m still trying to figure out lots of thing here at St. Marks, and it hasn’t always 

been the way I had thought it would be either.  I too need to hear the voice saying to the little things – the big things 

will come from that. 

May we continue doing those things together as a people of God. 

Paul 

OUT OF THE COLD 

Each year from November to March a number of churches and faith groups in various Toronto locations offer home-

less persons a warm safe place to sleep—thus the program name “Out of the Cold.”  Knox United Church, at Midland 

and Sheppard Aves., opens their doors for the program every Friday night. Guests arrive for dinner at 6:00pm.  A lim-

ited number of people can sleep over.  Mattresses and blankets are provided. Breakfast is served to guests who stay 

overnight and they receive a transit token to enable them to get to the next host location. St. Mark’s supplied meals 

and warm hospitality at Knox on two weekends: January 20th/21st and January 27th/28th   Thank you to everyone who 

volunteered to help with the preparation and serving of the food, and for offering our guests a welcoming and friendly 

visit. 

Luella Stephens and Gail Klodt 

Co-Chairs, Outreach Ministry Team 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Congregational Meeting for Finances – February 12, 2012 

The annual Congregational Meeting for Finances will be on Sunday, February 12, 2012, after the service.  

Copies of the year-end financial statements for 2011 will be distributed and discussed.  We will also review 

the budget for 2012, which the Board approved at their last meeting.  We encourage everyone to join us for 

this important event. 

The financial position for St. Mark’s up to the end of January 2012 is in the condensed statement below.  As 

with 2011, a significant deficit is projected for 2012.  The Board will be discussing how to deal with the situa-

tion as the year progresses, but one way we can all assist is to encourage anyone we know who is looking for 

a Church home to visit St. Mark’s to see if our Ministry is a good fit.  We want others to have a chance to ex-

perience the benefits of being associated with St. Mark’s United Church. 

Financially Speaking – St. Mark’s January Financial Summary  
Finance and Stewardship Team 

END OF YEAR OFFERING STATEMENTS 

The End of Year Statements regarding your contributions to St. Mark’s were sent out mid-January. 

Please review your statement to ensure that your Tax Receipts are accurate.    

If you have any issues,  don’t hesitate to contact Jane Ogaki or Carol in the office by February 10th. 

Thank you for your continuing support of St. Mark’s! 

St. Mark’s    Amazing 

Lawn Sale 

Is back by popular demand 

planned for Saturday June 

2nd, 2012. 

Please save the date and 

gently used items for this 

community fund raising 

event. 

Thanks! 

Melinda and Art 

St. Mark’s Spring 

Daze Variety Show 

Mark your calendar to 

attend the 1st Annual 

Spring Daze  show on 

Friday, May 11th and 

Saturday, May 12th! 

 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within 
The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has 
evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the 
life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation are explored, particularly, 
though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian Education 

News 

Intergenerational Choir 

Letter to a Nation 
“My friends, love is better than anger…”  

A Song by Raffi and Jack Layton  

Practices  

February 5th & 12th after church  

February 19th before church  

Performance February 19th during the service.  

This Ain’t Your Grandma’s Bible Study 

Every Tuesday in February 

Topics Include: relationship with God, Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit, what it means to be “inclusive” 

and “affirming”. 

Confirmation Participants, remember you are 

asked to come to the Ash Wednesday service February 

21st. We will eat a pancake dinner, go to the service, 

and then meet for half an hour (until 8:30 pm) after-

wards. 

What’s SO AMAZING about Polar Bears? 

March Break Days  

We believe in a God that has created and is creating. “What’s so AMAZING about Polar Bears?” is a program dedicated to learn-

ing all about the natural world around us.  We will be learning about how to do our part in the care of creation.  

March 13th, 14th, 15th            10 am – 3 pm          Bring Your Lunch 

Save the Date...April 28th 

Spaghetti Dinner & Trivia Night    ……….    Details to come. 
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The Next Chapter                       

By Karen Wigle 
 

Theology 

Eternal Life:  A New Vision - Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and 

Hell by John Shelby Spong 

“Fear of death is the most fundamental fear of human existence.  The only way it can be con-

quered is thorough knowledge and experience of your eternal being.  Eternal Life: A New Vision 

is an elegant invitation to find this part of yourself and be liberated….Spong doesn’t want to 

address either fundamentalists or atheists; he wants to find the disaffected Christian in the 

middle, the person searching for a faith that embraces the discoveries of Galileo, Newton, Dar-

win and Einstein…He asks his readers and audiences the same question he has asked himself all 

of his life: Is there another option?  Spong has faith there is.”  Thank you to Marg Mooney for 

donating this interesting book to our library. 

If Darwin Prayed - Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics by Bruce Sanguin 

Many of you know Bruce Sanguin and have read his other books.  “By fusing the wisdom of 

luminaries such as Charles Darwin, Bruce Cockburn, Emily Dickinson, Leonard Cohen, Van Mor-

rison, Brian Swimme, and Thomas Berry with the ancient wisdom traditions of Christianity, 

Bruce Sanguin writes prayers for the contemporary mystic.  When the science of evolution is 

told as sacred story, the human heart requires new prayers to express itself.  These cosmologi-

cal prayers awaken the soul to its essential unity with Spirit and creation, and support a new 

Reformation emerging from the conversation between religion, science, and the arts.”  Thank 

you, Mary Ethel  Morton, for donating this and several other books to our library. 

 

Non-Fiction 

We’ll have a copy of Katharina Manassis’ new book in our library when it is published in March. The title is Problem 

Solving in Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy. 

Keys to Parenting Your Anxious Child by Katharina Manassis, M.D. F.R.C.P. (C.) 

“Here’s practical guidance for parents who must cope with the many details related to raising 

children in today’s unusually demanding environment.  Bringing up kids today is different – and 

in many ways more difficult – than is was in past generations.” 

“An experienced child psychiatrist describes anxiety-caused behavior patterns and advises par-

ents on how to help their child cope with anxieties in the context of both family and school envi-

ronments. New in this edition is advice on how parents can help with anxiety problems unique to 

adolescent, updated information on medications, and more suggestions on working effectively 

with schools.”  

                                                                                                                                           …continued on p.6 
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The Next Chapter…(continued from p. 5)                                        

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy with Children A Guide for the Community Practitioner by Katharina Manassis 

“This book addresses some of the toughest challenges facing practicing clinicians-the treatment of anxious and de-

pressed children who don’t ‘fit the mould’.  Dr. Manassis’ experience shines through with a strong blend of scientific 

rigor and practical application.” 

Fiction 

Room by Emma Donoghue 

This 2010 novel was nominated or short listed for many of the major literary prizes and won 

several awards.  It is a disturbing and gripping tale about “resilience - and a powerful story of 

a mother and son whose love lets them survive the impossible.” 

“Imagine a room. Eleven feet by eleven.  Bed. Bath. Wardrobe. Table. Chair. Rocker. Stove. 

Television. No windows. Only Skylight. Door is locked. Always. Imagine this is your home. The 

only home you’ve ever known. Meet Jack. It’s his birthday. He’s five. Jack lives in Room with 

Ma. Jack has never been Outside. Narrated by Jack, Emma Donoghue’s Room turns the horror 

of real-life cases of forced imprisonment into a moving exploration of human resilience, the 

intimate bond between mother and child, and the assumptions we all make about the world 

around us.” 

Addendum 

….Kbooks has a small but interesting storefront location nearby on Coronation Drive in the Lawrence Ave. East and 

Beechgrove area.  Through their website they sell rare and antiquarian books, textbooks, and other new and used 

books.  But in Unit # 7 at 540 Coronation they have a little bit of everything for only $1.00 per book.  You’ll find fiction, 

non-fiction, coffee table, religious, foreign language, etc. books.  The stock changes constantly but you must be pre-

pared to spend a few minutes searching the shelves as everything is loosely categorized.  Most of the books are older 

ones.  Please note that sales are cash only.  They are open Monday to Friday from 10:00 – 4:00.  Look for their small 

sandwich board out on the boulevard.   Their website is kbookscanada.com and their telephone number is 647-891-

4076.   

….Are you interested in what happens at the church board meetings but don’t have time to attend in person?  The 

library has copies of the minutes in a binder on the top shelf. 

….Don’t forget that the 2012 book study has started and meets on alternate Friday nights.  If you don’t have a copy of 

The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg there are some available in the library.  We also have several other Marcus 

Borg books in our library to borrow. 

….If you leave donated books on the library shelves, please be sure to include your name.  That allows me to add your 

name to the bookplates we use to identify book donors.  Duplicate books, or ones unsuitable for the library, are recy-

cled at a Value Village Store.  If you have read an interesting book, I’d love to hear about it. 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9   (416) 439-8623 www.st-marks.ca February 2012 

Calling All of St. Mark's Congregation! 
Sunday, February 12 @ 12:00pm...come to the Annual Congregational Pot Luck Luncheon & Meeting to receive the 
approved 2012 budget. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s Book Study Is Underway!! 
Rob Peck — Christian Education Committee 

 

Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity  

The 2012 Book Study is now well underway.   

On January 13th we looked at the Preface and Chapter 1 of Marcus Borg’s book, “The Heart of Christianity”.  

Preface: What Does It Mean To Be Christian Today? 

Borg’s two answers: 

I - Earlier way of seeing Christianity – earlier paradigm – shared by most Christians in Western culture, a)Bible is the 

revelation of God, b) emphasizes its literal meaning c) believe now for the sake of salvation  later d) only true religion 

II- Second way of seeing Christianity – emerging paradigm – product of Christianity’s encounter with the modern 

world.  The book will describe this emerging way.  Borg’s  conviction is that there is a way of seeing Christianity that 

makes persuasive and compelling sense.  His passion is to communicate this way of seeing to those for whom an ear-

lier understanding of Christianity makes little or no sense 

Chapter 1:  The Heart of Christianity in a Time of Change 

Heart metaphor: heart suggests something deeper than the intellect and the world of ideas.   

What is it about Christianity that reaches us at this heart level?  Borg chooses not to use the familiar labels of conser-

vative and liberal ways to be Christian, but chooses the terms earlier and emerging.  The differences between them 

include how to see the Bible, God, Jesus, faith and the Christian life. 

Borg’s ideas for bridging the differences: 

1) Recognize and accept diversity –The point here is that there is no single right way of understanding Christian-

ity and no single right way of being Christian 

2) Recognize the commonalities – Both paradigms: a) affirm the reality of God, b) the centrality of the bible,        

c) the importance of relationship with God, d) the human need for transformation and e)  emphasize a rela-

tional vision of Christian life. 

On January 27th we looked at Chapters 2 and 3 of Borg’s book. 

Chapter 2: Faith: The Way of the Heart 

Prior to the modern period, the word "faith" referred to the way of the heart, not the way of the head.     

Four Meanings of Faith 

1. Faith is about beliefs.  It is a "head" matter.   In the contemporary meaning, belief is about believing a notion 

contrary to evidence, contrary to what reasonable people know.   

2. Faith  is about trusting in God.   

3. Faith is about faithfulness to our relationship with God.  It means loving God and loving your neighbor and be-

ing faithful, above all, to these two great relationships.                                                          ...continued on p. 8 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s Book Study…(continued from p. 7) 

4. Faith is a way of seeing, of having vision.  

The last 3 understandings are all relational, which fits well with the two relationships the Borg says are at the center of 

Christian life: "you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, life force, mind, and strength" and "You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself." Instead of thinking that belief means subscribing to the truth of certain statements, Borg 

urges us to instead consider that belief means giving our hearts to God. 

Chapter 3: The Bible: The Heart of the Tradition 

The earlier paradigm emphasized believing in the Bible as infallible, literal, and factually true.  The emerging paradigm 

employs a historical-metaphorical interpretation of the Bible. 

The Bible is a Historical Product of two communities: ancient Israel and the early Christian movement.  It is a human 

product, not a divine product, which tells us how these communities saw their life with God.   

The Bible as Sacred Scripture  It functions as: Our foundation document: What is the basis for Christianity? Our iden-

tity document: Who are we?  What is life with God about? and Our wisdom tradition: What is real?  How shall we live? 

The Bible as Metaphor Metaphorical language gives us a more-than-literal meaning.  Metaphors in the Bible are 

sometimes based on actual events and are sometimes purely metaphorical narratives. 

The Bible as Sacrament  A sacrament is a means whereby the sacred becomes present to us.  The Bible is a human 

product whereby God becomes present to us.  (Private devotional use, lectio divina, guided prayer) 

On Friday, February 10th we shall be looking at Chapter 4 of Borg’s book, “God, the Heart of Reality”.   

If you are looking for intellectual stimulation.  We have it!  If you are looking for treats, we have them!  If you are just 

looking for fellowship, we have that too!  We would love to have you join us!  If you want more information, just con-

tact me, Rob Peck, or Carol in the Church office. 

Seed (Fundraising) Project…. 

Rent the MacKenzie summer home at Tobermory for a week this 

summer.  Explore the area’s natural and artistic attractions from a 4-

bedroom, well-equipped home surrounded by the Bruce Provincial 

National Park.  We are minutes away from Singing Sands Beach, the 

Bruce Trail, the 

ferry to Manitoulin 

and the Crow's 

Nest.  We will rent 

our home to the 

family who sub-

mits the highest 

bid.  Bids will be 

accepted from Mar.1, to Apr.30, 2012.  The money will be donated to 

the St. Mark's General (Operating) Fund.  Please contact us by email 

at: bettiemackenzie@sympatico.ca, or personally, in writing.  Phone 

us at 416-284-8461 if you have any questions. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/

