
FROM THE  
MINISTERS DESK
By: Paul Hutchison, Minister

There is a new movie due out soon 
on iTunes – it’s called the Brand 
New Testament – It’s in French and 
has won many international film 
awards. God has a son, whom we 
have heard of, and a daughter Ea 
(like yay without 
the Y), and she 
is not impressed 
with her dad. All 
he does is make 
life miserable. Law 
2129 – when you 
immerse a body in 
the bath, the phone 
always rings. Law 
2218 – the other 
line always moves 
faster. She decides 
to do something 
about – she sneaks 
into his office, and 
on his computer 
she sends a 
text message to 
everyone with their “death dates”, 
when their life on earth will end. 
There is no way to know if this is 
trick or if the dates will be true, 
but people start to live differently.  

They start to live like it matters. My 
favourite guy is Kevin – He finds out 
he has another 62 years to live and 
he just loves to jump off of things to 
test it out.
Advent is to be s time of reflection 
in our life. It isn’t supposed to be 
wandering through life doing the 
regular stuff – it is to take some 
time on those things that matter in 

our lives – really 
matter in our lives. 
The folks in the 
movie are forced to 
rethink how they 
are living, asking 
what is important 
because they know 
how much of their 
life is left. I invite 
you to ask yourself 
what is important, 
really important to 
you in the weeks to 
come.
Pull a “Kevin”. 
Take a leap! Be 
brave. Make a 

connection. Do what matters for 
YOU!
On that journey, you may just 
run into God on the sidewalk in 
Brussels!
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By: Diane Chadwick
We have welcomed many new members 
into our St. Mark’s family over the years 
who may not know that this building is 
our second one.
For those of us who have been long time 
members we will always remember the 
devastating fire to our original church 
which happened on October 26, 1979.  
(I will personally always remember as 
my (ex) husband was one of the police 
officers from the ‘old’ 43 Division who 

was working nights and was called to the 
fire site – he had to go to (our minister 
at the time) Wib Lang’s house and bring 
him and his wife Ruth to the church.)  
Curran Hall Park United Church was 
the original name when constituted as a 
congregation in 1958 and services were 
held in GB Little School for 4 years.
On April 30 1961 construction began 
and the name was changed to St. Mark’s 
United Church in Curran Hall Park.   
The datestone (1961) and time capsule 

from the first church is in the Narthex 
on the west wall by the front door.
In November 1970 the church name 
was changed again to just St. Mark’s 
United Church.
On October 26, 1979 there was a fire 
that completely gutted the inside of 
the church  - there were no injuries but 
because of such damage the church was 
demolished in December 1979.    The 
lectern beside the upstairs door was 
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Upcoming
Events
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COFFEE 
CO-CO-LA 

 
Join us 

downstairs 
for 

Coffee 
Conversation 

Labyrinth 
 

Thursday 
mornings 

 
10:00 to 11:30 

 
October 13th to  
November 24th  

CO- 
 

CONVERSATION 

LA 
 

LABYRINTH 

CO-CO-LA
THURSDAY MORNINGS
10:00 to 11:30
WEEKLY
January 12th to February 23rd

Nov 27 - Advent 1 Communion – 11 am
Dec 4 - Advent 2 Peace – 11 am
Dec 4 - Evening Service – 7 pm
Dec 10 - Carol Sing and Tree Lighting – 6-8 pm
Dec 11 - Advent 3 Children’s Production – 11am
Dec 18 - Advent 4 Choral Service
CHRISTMAS EVE – DECEMBER 24
Christmas Storytelling for kids – 5-5:30
Family Service - 7pm
Communion Service – 12pm
Dec 25 - Carol Service – 11am

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

Friday
January 20th

SUNDAY DEC 11TH



WHAT A NIGHT! WHAT 
A WONDERFUL NIGHT!
By: Steve Salt

I’m talking of course about the GST 
Auction. What a fun night. A huge 
thanks goes out to Luella and Tom 
Stephens for their leadership. They had 
a great team who contributed to make 
this a fabulous event.

Have a look at these items listed in 
our catalogue as confirmation that 
we had everything from A-Z: Art 
Lessons; Baby Blankets  & Shawl, Bears 
& Bicycles; Cottage Rental, Concert 

Tickets & Collector Plates; Deerhurst 
Resort Gift Certificate, Date Squares 
& Dolls; Eavestrough Cleaning; Fancy 
Cake for Special Occasion; Golf Game 
& Gift Cards; Hosted Dinners; Ipad – 
Apple Telus; Jerseys – Blue Jays, Leafs, 
& Raptors; Kayak & Kitchen Scale; 
Leather Shoe Shine Kit; Muskoka 
Chairs; None-better Canadian Theme 
Jams; Olive Oil; Paintings, Prints, 
Parka & Pottery; Quilts; Royal Doulton 
Figurines, Raptor Prize Package; 
Scarborough Theatre Tickets; Tomato 
Pickle (Chow) & Tarts; Unbelievable 
Entertainers for Auctioneers; Very 
Tasty Refreshments provided by Social 

Ministry Team; Week at Royal Harbour 
Resort; X-Cellent Christmas Cake & 
two jars of Christmas Cookies; Yard/
Garden Work, Zoo Passes.

On behalf of the congregation, I’d like 
to thank all who donated, attended, 
brought a friend and bid on the 
wonderful items. It was a very fun 
night.   It was a special night.    It was a 
night that raised  $10,484 for St. Mark`s 
... so we can continue to do what we do 
for our local community.

If by any chance you did not attend the 
GST this year, you’ll want to make sure 
you attend our next one, two weeks 
after Thanksgiving, 2018. 

ST. MARK’S BOOK 
STUDY TO START IN 
JANUARY, 2017!
By: Rob Peck

Once again the Christian Education 
Committee is offering an adult 
Book Study Group:

For whom?  Any adult who wants 
to eat, learn and have fun with other 
nice people. Actually, if there were 
any teens interested in joining us, we 
would be delighted to have them too!

What are we going to study? Viktor 
Frankl’s amazing book, “Man’s 
Search for Meaning”, considered by 
many to be one of the great books 
of our time.

WHEN? 
From 7 to 9 pm roughly every other 
Friday from January to April, 2017. 
Specifically, January 13 and 27; 
February 10 and 24; March 10 and 
24; and April 7 and 28.  On May 
12th we will have our end of Study 
party where we will eat, drink, be 
merry and pick the book for 2018!
WHERE? 
St. Mark’s United Church, 115 
Orton Park Road in Scarborough. 
Why this book?  From the back 
cover of the book: “Psychiatrist 
Viktor Frankl’s memoir has 
riveted generations of readers 
with its descriptions of life in Nazi 
death camps and its lessons for 
spiritual survival.  Based on his 
own experience and the stories of 
his patients, Frankl argues that we 
cannot avoid suffering but we can 
choose how to cope with it, find 
meaning in it, and move forward.” 
Several members of our group read 
the book some years ago and found 
the reading of it to be life-changing.
How?  Each session will have one or 
two presenters who will talk for 20 - 
30 minutes about the material.   After 
they are done, there will be 20 to 30 

minutes of discussion in breakout 
groups of five or six.  After a 1/2 hr 
break for goodies (also prepared 
by volunteers), we will come back 
into one large group and listen to 
each of the smaller groups present 
their views.   The main purpose is to 
have fun.  There will be no pressure 
on anybody to do anything other 
than attend and enjoy the gathered 
community.  People will only do 
what they feel comfortable doing.  
We know that God will provide 
presenters and goodies!

If you are interested, or if you 
have any questions, please let us 
know your name, phone number 
and e-mail address so that we 
may contact you directly.  You can 
either contact Carol at the Church 
office, me, Rob Peck, at the phone 
numbers or email address below, 
or place your name on the sign-
up sheet in the Narthex.  Borrow a 
copy of the book from the library, 
buy a book from any bookseller or 
from Rob at his cost.

ROB PECK 
Home Phone:  416-284-3975 
Cell Phone:  416-569-3646 
E-Mail:  robpeck40@gmail.com 

	



THE HELEN JONES 
LIBRARY
By: Karen Wigle

Be sure to stop by soon to see what’s 
new. There is something for everyone 
on our library shelves.

A Greener Christmas Discover a Simpler, 
Greener Christmas Hand-Crafted Gifts 
and Cards Natural Decorations Traditional 
Recipes by s. Goldsmith. “Escape the 
modern-day commercial Christmas and 
enjoy a simpler, more home-spun way of 
celebrating.”

An Other Kingdom Departing 
the Consumer Culture by Block, 
Brueggemann + McKnight. This book 
“provides a new narrative, a shift in our 
thinking and speaking, to take us out 
of a culture of addictive consumption 

into a place where …consumption is 
replaced by neighborliness, and time 
is reclaimed as our own…towards a 
connected community…”
The Twelve Days of Christmas link Dec. 
25 and Epiphany on Jan. 6. This ancient 
counting song celebrates, in the form 
of a list, the Christian tradition of gift-
giving. This beautifully illustrated book 
also contains the music. It is a delight 
for readers of all ages.

My Secret Sister by Helen Edwards and 
Jenny Lee Smith documents the true 
story of twins separated at birth One 
sister was abused, the other was loved.  
“Neither knew of the other’s existence 

until Jenny went looking for her birth 
family and found her sister Helen…
and uncovered a legacy of secrets 
and lies that overturned everything 
Helen thought she knew about her 
family. Moving and inspirational, this 
is a story of the extraordinary bond 
of sisterhood, and a tribute to two 
women strong enough to let love, not 
bitterness, define them.”

God in the Alley Being and Seeing Jesus 
In A Broken World by Greg Paul . “These 
are the people of inner-city Toronto. 
Look into their distorted, obscure faces, 
their fractured lives….with emotional 
depth and spiritual intensity, Greg’s 
compelling stories reveal ….lessons to 
teach us about the character of God. 
The book “offers a profound message 
of grace and calling that each one of us 
needs to hear.”

made by one of our members at the time 
from a piece of a wooden pew.
For 4 years church services were held 
– again – in the school next door and 
construction of the new church began 
in April 1983. On June 19, 1983 we 
celebrated our 25th Anniversary by 

having the ‘Placing of the Date Stone’ 
and a new time capsule which is in the 
pillar in the driveway.
On Sunday October 30, 1983 -  33 years 
ago this date – we held our First Service 
in our new church.
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MITTEN TREE
The Annual Mitten Tree project 
has now begun.
Accepted items for the tree are 
scarves, mittens, gloves, toques, 
and even socks.  
These items will be  
distributed to those  
in need at G.B.  
Little PS, The Boys 
and Girls Club  
and Out of  
the Cold.
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