
FROM THE MINISTER, WELCOME TO DECEMBER!
By: Paul Hutchison, Minister

Dictionary.com identifies Advent as being “a coming into place, view, or 
being; arrival” with an example of “the advent of the holiday season”, and 
it is beginning to feel like things are coming into place.  This year we are 
getting ready for a few new things, a couple of new ideas coming into being..  
chances to connect with our community in a different way.  Our first new 
event is a blue Christmas Service (December 8 at 7pm).  This will be a quiet 
evening where we acknowledge that Christmas isn’t necessarily a happy or 
easy occasion for individuals.  It will be a service of reflection, a chance to 
light a candle, to share in a small circle of communion and to be marked 
with the oil of healing.  I invite you to make a space for this service if that 
idea touches your heart, but more importantly, to think of who might really 
be thankful for that kind of service to share in.  Our second new event is an 
outdoor Christmas Carol-Singing and Tree Lighting!  (December 12 from 
6-8pm)  We have asked property to get some Christmas lights up on one of 
our evergreens out front and Michael is booked to play for us as we gather.  
We are working up invitations for all building users to come and be part...

MITTEN TREE
The Annual Mitten Tree project 
has now begun.
Accepted items for the tree are 
scarves, mittens, gloves, toques, 
and even socks.  
These items will be  
distributed to those  
in need at Galloway  
and G.B. Little  
Public Schools  
in the new year.
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As I write this commentary, the news 
and social media are full of the horrible 
attacks in Lebanon, France and Mali, all 
playing out against the backdrop of the 
ongoing deaths, injuries and damage 
being suffered by millions of Syrian 
refugees. Many people are trying to 
help.  Many others say we cannot afford 
to help … the risk of letting in terrorists 
is too great.  Already there are cries for 
retaliation. Some Christmas!
God knows it is not always easy to love 
our neighbours and our friends, let 
alone our enemies. 
May God grant wisdom to the leaders 
of the world and of Canada as they 
seek to confront this threat to global 
security without needlessly punishing 

other innocents. May our leaders be 
strengthened in their resolve to help 
the millions of people around the world 
who have done nothing to deserve the 
ravages of war, famine, disease and 
racism.  And even as they work together 
to safeguard the world from terrorist 
attacks, may our leaders work together 
to remove the inequities that breed and 
encourage those attacks.
Meanwhile what should we at St. Mark’s 
do? We know what Jesus would have us 
do. As it is recorded in Matthew 25-35 
(NRSV), he said, “For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.”
We live today in a Canada that is rich 
beyond anything we have earned.  But 
for our undeserved good luck, we, too, 
would now be living in misery, famine 
and war. (Continued on page 2) 

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

(Continued on page 2) 



... MINISTERS MESSAGE CONTINUED
of the song! Our final 
new opportunity this 
Christmas comes 
on the tail of my 
purchasing a nativity 
scene (from EBay) 
with handmade cloth 
figures that I will tell 
the Christmas story 
with on Christmas 
Eve at an early 
5-5:30pm Christmas 
Storytelling. Short 
and sweet for the 
children in our neighbourhood!  All of this is added to the regular Sunday 
morning journey through Advent… Christmas is part of our being… how 
will you live out the promise of Emmanuel – that God is with us?

... FROM THE 
BOARD CHAIR 
CONTINUED
St. Mark’s is currently looking at how 
our Church can help address the 
terrible plight of so many poor people. 
May God grant to us the strength, 
courage and compassion to share 
our good fortune with refugees from 
Syria. Now that would be a wonderful 
Christmas present!
Amen



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO GLEN 
GREENWOOD

Who has been recognized by Presbytery 
as a new Licensed Lay Worship Leader. 
Glen has utilized the Embrace the Spirit 
Fund and appreciates this support 
as well as the encouragement he has 
received from his St. Mark’s family. We 
appreciate the many times that Glen has 

stepped up to take a worship leadership 
role. A WIN-WIN! Glen’s educational 
journey has not ended, as he plans to 
continue his studies. 
Best Wishes, Glen!

ST. MARK’S BOOK 
STUDY TO START IN 
JANUARY, 2016!
By: Rob Peck

Once again the Christian Education 
Committee is offering an adult 
Book Study Group:
WHO? Any adult who wants to eat, 
learn and have fun with other nice 
people.
WHAT? Karen Armstrong’s book 
Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life
WHEN? From 7 to 9 pm roughly 
every other Friday from January to 
April, 2016.
WHERE?  St. Mark’s. 
WHY? The purpose of the book 
study is to have fun and fellowship 
while adding to our knowledge of 
our Christian faith. The Washington 
Post said of this book: “Leaning on 
the wisdom of disparate faiths and 
belief systems, Armstrong lays out 

a pluralistic and, ultimately, secular 
way to spread compassion that’s 
easy to believe in.”

HOW? Each session will have one or 
two presenters who will talk for 20 - 
30 minutes about the material.   After 
they are done, there will be 20 to 30 
minutes of discussion in breakout 
groups of five or six. After a 1/2 hr 
break for goodies (also prepared 
by volunteers), we will come back 
into one large group and listen to 
each of the smaller groups present 
their views.   The main purpose is to 
have fun.  There will be no pressure 
on anybody to do anything other 
than attend and enjoy the gathered 
community. People will only do 
what they feel comfortable doing.  
We know that God will provide 
presenters and goodies!

If you are interested, or if you 
have any questions, please let us 
know your name, phone number 
and e-mail address so that we 
may contact you directly.  You can 
either contact Carol at the Church 
office, me, Rob Peck, at the phone 
numbers or email address below, 
or place your name on the sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex. Buy a book 
from any bookseller or from Rob @ 
$14.00 (no mark-up!)

ROB PECK 
Home Phone:  416-284-3975 
Cell Phone:  416-569-3646 
E-Mail:  robpeck40@gmail.com 

	  

THE HELEN JONES 
LIBRARY
By: Karen Wigle
Our free community library is so 
popular I would like to ask for your 
help in keeping it stocked.  If you have 
interesting books that aren’t too old and 
are in good condition, please consider 
donating them. They can be placed in 
the gray plastic bin at the foot of the 
library shelves. Thank you!
NEW BOOKS
The Rosie Project - this novel is lots of 
fun and guaranteed to make you laugh. 
The Bible A Biography – author Karen 
Armstrong traces the history of the Bible 
“to reveal a complex and contradictory 
document…she asks how the various 
Books came to be accepted as Christianity’s 
one sacred Book, and how this Book 
continues to exercise profound  political 
and philosophical influence –as well as 
religious control-over the world around us.”
Alcoholics Anonymous – Fourth 
Edition / Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions – A Co-Founder of AA Tells 
How Members Recover and How the 
Society Functions . These were donated 
to mark the 50th anniversary of group 
meetings at St. Mark’s church. 
Half Broke Horses – by Jeannette Walls, 
who also wrote The Glass Castle.
Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate A 
New Vision for Financial Stewardship.  
Two copies in (Worship + Program 
Resources) were donated by Christopher 
White at the May Board meeting.



By: Luella Stephens
Thanks to everyone who attended 
“People Who Hate Puns Worst 
Nightmare” - our roast beef dinner 
and entertainment evening October 
17th. Profit from the event was $1,000 
and much laughing occurred.
Please refer to the SM Times and 
Events calendar for details of:
Community Movie Nights - next 
one “The Boxtrolls Dare to be Square” 
January 23rd. 7 pm

Bible Study: New 5 weeks series starts 
Tuesday, January 12th, led by Rob 
Peck. Noon to 1:30 pm
Book Study: “Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life” starts Friday, 
January 8th. 7 pm
Labyrinth Walks: Monthly on the 4th 
Wednesday. Next one December 23rd.  
7 to 8:15 pm
Helen Jones Library: Visit the new 
satellite branch on the front lawn – 
open 24/7.

Scholarships and Grants:  
are available to members and 
adherents of St. Mark’s to support 
training courses/conferences which 
enable them to grow in Christian 
faith. Recently changes were made to 
extend funding available for children/
youth to attend church related 
camps. Normal eligibility is up to 
$600 per person per year. Contact 
CE for additional information and 
application form.

UPDATE FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY TEAM

BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES IN JANUARY!
By: Rob Peck, Chair
In January and February of 2016 the Christian Education team is sponsoring 
another in its series of Bible studies.  This study will take place on 5 consecutive 
Tuesdays, January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2 and 9 from 12 noon to 1:30 
pm and will be on the Epistle of James, one of the twenty-two epistles (that 
is, educational letters) in the New Testament.
This epistle is traditionally attributed to James the Just, the oldest brother of 
Jesus and one of the leaders of the early Christian Church in Jerusalem. The 
audience is generally considered to be Jewish Christians of the first century 
A.D. living in non-Jewish communities outside of Palestine. 
Framed within an overall theme of patient perseverance during trials and 
temptations, James writes to encourage believers to live consistently with what 
they have learned from Christ. James desires for his readers to mature in their 
faith in Christ by living what they say they believe. James condemns various 
sins including pride, hypocrisy, and slander. He encourages believers to humbly 
live heavenly wisdom rather than worldly wisdom, and to pray in all situations.
The epistle has been the subject of much controversy over the years.  Did Jesus brother really write it?  When was it written? Why 
did Martin Luther call it an epistle of straw that didn’t deserve to be in the Bible? Come and join us as we try to figure out the truth!

 

http://st-marks.ca/images/PDF/Sabbatical_2016_
Proposal.pdf
The board has approved Paul’s Sabbatical proposal for 
the upcoming year.  Please follow the link to read more 
about it.


