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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

St. Mark’s EGGS-TRAVAGANZA… 
The Outreach Ministry Team came through once again with the              
2nd Annual Eggs-travaganza! 

The purpose behind this eggs
-traordinary project was to 
purchase eggs for 300 local 
food bank recipients. 

St. Mark’s got crackin’!  This 
could have only been done 
through the generous con-
gregational givings received 
during the past year. 

The Outreach budget sup-
ported the eggs-citing pur-
chase and enabled St. Mark’s 
to provide a half-dozen farm 
fresh eggs per family - a 
wholesome treat! 

The Outreach Ministry Team 
arranged the pick-up and de-
livery of the 1700 eggs 
through the kindness of the 

Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities. 

A special note of thanks to the proprietors of Giant Tiger at Scarborough 
Golf Club Rd. & Lawrence Ave. East who helped with the cost savings with 
the large purchase  

This is a worthwhile and eggs-cellent project. 

Thanks to all for participating by helping to create beauty and love for our 
neighbours. 

Outreach Ministry Team 

Holy Week Events 
April 13  11am: Palm Sunday Service 
April 18  11am: Good Friday Service 
April 20  11am: Easter Sunday      

 Communion Service 
 

...more April events... 
April 22 Earth Day 
April 26 5:45pm: Progressive Dinner 
April 27 11am: Progressive… Inclusive… 

Life Affirming Service 
 

...and May events... 
May 2 6:30pm: Video Study 
May 4  11am: Volunteer Appreciation 

Service 
May 6 7pm: Spiritual Growth 
May 7 7pm: Photography through the 

eyes of a loiterer: Alan Hall 
May 8 7pm: Board Meeting 
May 11 11am: Mother’s Day (With the 

Scarborough Multicultural 
Choir)  

...and a peek into June! 
June 5 7pm:  Life is an Attitude Work-

shop: Dr. Roger J. Dodson 
June 8 11am: Pentecost Communion 

12pm: Congregation Luncheon 
& Annual Meeting for Ministry 
& Mission 

June 15 11am: Father’s Day & First Na-
tion Sunday Service  

June 22: 11am: Church Picnic (With the 
“Guys Like Us” Men’s choir) 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

 

  

 

Volunteer Appreciation Sunday - May 4th 

Our 3rd annual volunteer appreciation Sunday will be held on May 
4th...everyone is important at St. Mark’s...Please plan to attend!! 

http://www.st-marks.ca
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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From the Minister…Paul Hutchison 
This Memo is coming out at the 
end of lent…Palm Sunday bridges 
us from Lent to Holy week…It has 
been a very busy few months…
the pancake supper, Lent 1 Com-
munion, a new sanctuary layout, 
two weeks with Deb Hopper, a 
Regional Gift Consultant from the 
United Church, three weeks of 

Labyrinth experiences, sessions and sermons on sacra-
ments, Sin & Confession, and on our Tagline of Progres-
sive, Inclusive and Life Affirming, Tie a Turban Day, Palm 
Sunday…it seems our life of faith connects to a lot of con-
versation, a lot of food, a lot of people, and most im-
portantly, connects, for a moment, with the holy. 

It amazes me how we manage to catch a moment of holi-
ness as we gather, as we light a candle or extinguish a can-
dle, as we hear the singing bowl, as we pray, as we sing.  
Those gifts and moments of stillness change us…they hold 
us in the holy.  That is what makes us a church, not a club 
or organization.  We speak of family and community at St. 
Mark’s, and that is important, but it is our relationship 
with God, in whatever way you may describe that pres-
ence, that unites us and truly makes us whole. 

As holy week approaches, please plan to come and make 
that connection, both with your St. Mark’s family, and 
with the Holy, that place within each of us where God re-
sides. 

In that moment, in that stillness, in that place, we are not 
alone.  Thanks be to God! 

    Paul 

From the Board Chair…Karen Boniface 
Well, we’re finally experiencing the longer days of sunlight 
and temperatures above freezing!  I was able to eat lunch 
on my back deck the other day!  Soon the bulbs will be up, 
and I hope you are by to see the daffodils all around the 
church come up in the grass, and the pussy willow buds 
on the tree by the driveway.  
Along with the season, we have had many opportunities 
to be a part of the church.  The labyrinth experience was 
reflective for many, Monday night services where we ex-
plored how and why we worship, had interesting discus-
sions at our ongoing Friday night video studies, and on 
April 6, we wore turbans and learned about the Sikh com-
munity.  Being together, sharing time and being a commu-
nity with God helps us to grow intellectually, socially and 
spiritually.   
As we journey through Lent, we approach the Easter ser-
vices, which are often dramatic, emotional and thought 
provoking.  It also gives us a chance to reflect on those 
who have gone before us and how those people have 
shaped our lives.  We hope you can partake of these ser-
vices, I don’t know what Paul has in store for us, but an 
inside track, I know the music will be inspiring! 
Upcoming events include St. Mark’s first Progressive Din-
ner, (the social event of the year!), being planned by the 
Social Team, where you will have the opportunity to dine 
and get to know each other better.  A photo journal by 
Alan Hall in May will let us see the world through his very 
creative lens.   
Save your gently used items for the Yard Sale on May 31.  
This is a major fundraiser, brings our neighbours out, and 
helps with that spring cleaning!  Along with the household 
items, if you have perennials that need dividing, please do 
so, as the gardening section (which is near and dear to my 
heart) is a popular area.  Every year in the fall, I dig up my 
canna lilies, store them in my basement and then pot 
them up so they are growing with lovely tropical leaves.  I 
always enjoy seeing people of many nationalities happily 
take these home, often as reminders of their homelands. 
We are so fortunate to live where we do, let’s share what 
we have and thank God for being a part of our communi-
ty. 
Yours in faith, Karen 

Tie a Turban Sunday 

Thank you to all who worked behind the scenes to 

create such a spectacular worship experience, and 

to the congregation for your incredible support 

and participation in the morning! 

In the picture at right are:  

Paul Hutchison, Aakilah Ade (Event Organizer), 

Gurratan Singh (Guest Speaker), and Charanjit 

Singh (Coordinator) 

 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of 
faith within The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and 
that has evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes 
others within the life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation 
are explored, particularly, though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian Education 

News 

Spring School Connect for 
our kids at University –      
almost into finals... 
On the first of March we sent each of our university 
students a Tim Horton’s gift card for $15 and two 
Muppet band-aids…just to help hold it together at a 
very hectic time of the year so they would know that 
we are thinking of them… 

Troy Cheron... 
First-year at University of Ontario Institute of Tech-
nology, in Concurrent Education program with the 
Faculty of Science.  The goal is to get a Bachelor of 
Science (math and physics) and a Bachelor of Educa-
tion.  

Geoffrey Conquer... 
McGill University is finishing his second-year masters 
at McGill, will likely graduate in June and is planning 
an artist diploma year before his Doctorate.  During 
the next year he will learn, teach and audition for 
doctorial professors and then likely move off from 
cold Montreal to somewhere new.  We will be or-
ganizing another set of concerts for late May in sync 
for the national Stepping Stones competition end of 
May early June. 

James Conquer... 
James has started first year in Music Education 
downtown at U of T.  His goal is initially to be a high-
school music teacher.  He has been living downtown 
and will work another summer at Sparrow Lake 
Camp. 

 

Spiritual Growth 
May 6th 

Greetings! Thank you for all your support over the past three 

weeks in our labyrinth journey.  Our next time of gathering 

will be on Tuesday, May 6th from 7 to 8:30 pm and all are wel-

come!  Details to follow.  In the meantime Jill Kimberly Hart-

well Geoffrion writes, “My breath is my prayer.  Integration is 

vibrating through my cells.  I am more than I thought.  Hunger 

for mystical union churns within.  My life is flowing in the cur-

rent of the Divine River.  Such is the beauty I embody.” Re-

member to breath.  Leslie  

 

Julia Krumma… 
First-year at University of Guelph in Animal Biology hoping to 
enter into the Veterinary Program. 

Lexi Salt... 
Lexi is finishing her third year in International Development at 
the University of Waterloo.  She’ll start her 4A term on May 
5th and then her last term (4B) is her 8-month placement 
overseas starting in September.  She’ll graduate in April 2015. 

Martin Krumma... 
We also sent a word of encouragement to Martin as he com-
pleted his OSSLT (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test). 



4 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623   www.st-marks.ca April 2014 

If you read this month's Observer, 
you may have noticed a quote by 
Governor-General David Johnston.  
He said about the spirit of giving and 
volunteerism, "it plays a central role 
in our happiness & well being.  I 
would love to see in Canada a re-
newed and deeper spirit of giving in 
everyday culture, where helping out 
is second nature. "  To this, I say 
hear, hear!  Is this not the Golden 
Rule? 

Blessings on your individual Lenten 
journeys. 

Mary Ethel 

A Message from the Finance and Stewardship Team... 

Life is an Attitude... 
Each year the membership team organizes a work-

shop for the Pastoral Care Team (the people who 

touch base with you a few times each year to see 

how you’re doing and to answer or refer any ques-

tions you might have about St. Marks).  This year be-

cause the committee is so excited about the work-

shop, and also because of the team’s commitment to 

St. Mark’s goal to “Grow a new relationship”, the 

workshop is being made available to all members of 

the congregation. 

The facilitator this year is Dr. Roger J. Dodson, ThA., 

B.A., M.C.C., D.Div., D-CPC.  Roger’s experiences as a 

police officer, an ordained minister, and as the man-

ager of Toronto Police Service’s Employee and Family 

Assistance Program have taught him that the every-

day difficulties and stresses we experience can be 

overcome by the attitude we choose.  Personal expe-

rience and learning from those who have survived 

life’s worst experiences have convinced Roger that 

the key to recovery is a person’s choice to have a pos-

itive attitude about life. 

Roger is frequently called upon to address colleges, 

national and international conferences, community 

and private sector groups, as well as to provide his 

opinions and comments in the media.  Diane Chad-

wick reports that despite his international reputation 

and busy schedule, Roger volunteers locally in the 

Cardiac Rehab Programme at the Rouge Valley Hospi-

tal.  We, at St. Mark’s, are indeed fortunate to have 

the opportunity to share in a workshop led by this 

inspiring, dynamic and renowned motivator.  

Some details still have to be finalized. In the mean-

time, mark 7:00 pm, June 5th in your diaries and on 

your calendars.  Seating is limited … so watch for 

more details about how to reserve a spot at this ex-

citing workshop.   

 

"To see a world in a grain of sand, 

And a heaven in a wild flower, 

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand, 

And eternity in an hour." 

~ William Blake  

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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LIVING IT OUT...CHECKUP... 
Grow a new relationship 
How are we doing as we 
look at the ministry we 
share as part of St. 
Mark’s through this lens… 
With Each other 
Sunday Morning lunch-
eons - & weekly coffee 
hour 
Progressive Dinner 
Photo night with Alan 
With Someone New 
How are you doing connecting someone from outside of St. 
Mark’s to St. Mark’s? 
With the Community 
Tie a Turban Day 
EGG-Stravaganza 
Yard Sale 
Multicultural Choir 
Guy’s like us Choir 
With God 
Labyrinth 
Book Study 
Worship 

Gayle Feeney is searching for... 

I am looking for white birch branches/limbs of at least 3 

inches in diameter.  I will use them for Christmas crafts I 

plan to make for sale at a St. Mark’s fundraiser this Fall.   

Please call me or the church office for pickup.  Thanks! 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s  United Church 

4th Annual Fall Tee 

Golf Tournament 

   Yes, it is that time of year 

again when thoughts turn 
to golfing season ahead.  Our planning team 
has met, and the 4th Annual St. Mark's Fall Tee 
Golf Tournament will be held at Winchester 
Golf Club in Brooklin (north of Whitby) on 
Monday, September 8th.  Tee time for golf is 
10:30 a.m.  Cost is $80.00pp.—including the 
barbeque. 

This year, the barbeque will be held at St. 
Mark's U.C. and we will begin serving at 4 p.m.. 
Tickets for the barbeque only are $10 pp..   

If you’re interested in the golf or the barbeque, 
please talk to Larry Smith or Gord Maunder.  

Meanwhile, we are interested in securing priz-
es for the tournament.  If you have contacts 
who can help us, please advise Steve Salt or 
Tom Carroll. 

BLUE JAYS  TRIP—September 24th 

 

 

 

 

Once again, we’ll have our annual adventure 
visit to the Rogers Centre to see the Blue Jays 
play Seattle as they close out their 2014 home 
schedule.  Our game is Wednesday, September 
24.  There are only 2 seats left!  The cost this 
year is $55.00 per person—this price includes 
transportation, game ticket, and driver gratui-
ty.  Please indicate your interest to Don 
Thurston or Gord Maunder as soon as possi-
ble!  

Payment by cheque, payable to St. Mark's 
United Church, will be required in May. 

Deb Hopper... 
Thanks to Deb hopper for her conversation and messages over 

two weeks at St. Mark’s.  Deb is available for a personal meeting 

without obligation and at your convenience. 

Deb Hopper:  dhopper@united-church.ca  416-605-1320 

The 10 Steps to Estate Planning 
1.    Create your team 

2.    Write out your household balance sheet 

3.    Review your life insurance needs 

4.    Draw up your will 

5.    Power of Attorney for property 

6.    Power of Attorney for personal care 

7.    Minimize taxes and probate fees 

8.    Get organized – centralize your information 

9.    Review and update regularly  

10. Share your plans   

http://www.st-marks.ca/
mailto:dhopper@united-church.ca

