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St. Mark’s is a progressive, inclusive, and life-affirming Christian community of faith within                   
The United Church of Canada.  

Worship services are held Sundays at 11 am. Come early for coffee and fellowship!  

Earth Day Letter & Seeds 
From the Moderator, Mardi Tindl 
 

Greetings from the General Council Office, 

As my term as Moderator draws to a 

close, I wanted to share with you a last-

ing reminder of God’s Abundant Heal-

ing of Soul, Community, and Creation. 

Enclosed you will find a gift of wild-

flower seeds—two packages per con-

gregation—which I invite you to plant 

as a contribution to your community’s 

celebration of Earth Day 2012, which 

falls in the season of Easter, on April 

22. 

This gift is intended to "Be a reminder 

of God’s abundant love and our identity 

as Easter people, wherever the wildflower seeds take root. Whether you 

choose to plant the seeds in a church yard, a community garden, or a 

cemetery, your congregation is invited to join with other United Church 

congregations in this Earth Day celebration of God’s creation. I imagine 

the children of your congregation being among those to select and plant 

in a place where you can delight in the growth and beauty of these flow-

ers. 

May God continue to bless our journey as we participate in our Creator’s 

healing, mending work. 

In our abundant life in Christ, 

Mardi Tindal 

 

April at a Glance! 
April 1 11am: Palm Sunday Service 
April 6 11am: Good Friday Service 
April 8 11am: Easter Sunday Commun-

ion 
April 12 7pm: Board Meeting 
April 13 7pm: Book Study 7th Session 
April 22 11am: Volunteer Appreciation 

and Earth Day Service 
April 27 7pm: Book Study 8th Session 
April 28 5pm-7pm: Spaghetti Dinner 
April 28 7:30pm: Movie: Amazing Grace 
 
Mondays @ 7pm: Art Classes 

...and a peek into May! 
May 11 6pm: Book Study Pot-Luck Party 
May 11 7pm: Stage Daze Performance 
May 12 7pm: Stage Daze Performance 
May 13 11am: Mother’s Day Service: 

Kid’s Choir sings Robert Munch’s 
“Love You Forever” 

May 27 Pentecost Sunday 
 
Mondays @ 7pm: Art Classes 

For the detailed SMUC Calendar of events 
www.st-marks.ca > About Us > Calendar  

 

  

 

http://www.st-marks.ca
http://my.calendars.net/StMarksUC
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From the Minister’s Desk — Paul Hutchison 

 
As I write this, we are surrounded by flowers in the garden and fruit trees in bloom.  It’s pretty risky out there.  It’s only 

30C out there… and if it gets into the -30 range then those plants could be in pretty serious trouble.  If all those blooms 

get nipped it could be bad….  Our Hosta bed is the only corner left of Sharon’s garden that hasn’t offered up even a 

hint of spring.  It is still just sticks and dirt with a few leaves tucked in. 

We often experience that kind of juxtaposition in life; risking everything to bloom early at the first sign of warmth 

without thinking about the date on the calendar or; risking nothing, putting nothing forward until it is absolutely re-

quired, and even then resenting the whole process. 

Spring is to be that time where we open ourselves up a bit, where we look forward to what is to come.  Spring is offi-

cially here, Easter is on the 8th… things are looking up.  It’s entering into that season of being ‘twitterpated’.  The 

phrase, originating from Walt Disney’s Bambie, which the UrbanDictionary.com describes “An enjoyable disorder char-

acterized by feelings of excitement, anticipation, high hopes” as being twitterpated.  (That is not to be confused with 

Twitter-pated which the same dictionary describes as being “completely and totally obsessed with Twitter. ”) 

Is it a disorder to have feelings of excitement, anticipation and high hopes?  Is it a “disturbance of function” if we see a 

glimmer of light ahead that is not in fact a locomotive coming right at us?  There is a lot of ‘stuff’ in our lives.   

· Health issues of our own, of our kids, of our parents, of our friends… 

· Work issues, contracts, strikes, downsizing, redundancies… 

· Family issues, teenagers, kids at school, kids returning home, summer jobs, dating… 

· School issues, learning styles, homework, projects, report cards… 

· Grief issues – loss of good health – of freedom – of decision-making abilities – of residency – of driving – of 

dealing with a death of someone that was part of your life… 

· Time issues – getting it done on time – with less people – with less budget – with more pressure – with calls 

and emails right in your pocket expecting an instant response… 

ITS TOO MUCH!!! 

No wonder UrbanDictionary.com thinks it’s a disorder to have hope!  And yet, we do!  Within each of us is that spark 

of hope that won’t go out.  We are into Holy Week, from the Palms to the Passion, to the empty tomb and although it 

feels like a roller coaster ride, we believe in that promise of resurrection, of that promise of new life. 

If you think you can… put something out there this month. 

          If you think you can’t… put something smaller out there this month. 

UrbanDictionary.com defines hope as “Mankind’s [sic] greatest weakness and greatest strength.”  It gives the example 

that “Hope gave James the power to go on; but it would not let him admit defeat.” 

May this be for us a month even better than James had.  May our hope carry us not just through, but onward. 

Paul 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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St. Mark’s United Church: We are called to be a progressive, inclusive life-affirming Christian community of faith within 

The United Church of Canada. 

An “Affirming Congregation” is one that has intentionally reflected upon what it means to be inclusive and that has 

evaluated its openness to the ongoing work of being intentional about how it welcomes and includes others within the 

life and work of the church. All barriers to those wishing to be a part of the congregation are explored, particularly, 

though not only, those around issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Y & CE 

Youth & Christian Education 

News 

A Note from Jeffrey... 

“When he came out, I said to Brendan that night that it 

changes nothing.  So I was especially proud I didn’t have to 

take anything back.” 

     - Brian Burke 

       The above quote was in Brian Burke’s interview with 

Xtra! under the title of “Game Changer”.  All week, since I 

read the interview, I have thought about this quote.  How 

wonderful it is for a parent to not have to worry about the 

things they’ve said to their child, especially around orienta-

tion.  

        I am not going to say that this story is the same as the 

story we find around Easter time, of a man named Jesus and 

his "father" God giving his only son, if you follow what John 

says in 3:16.  Instead, I want to think about the love a parent 

feels, and no matter how hard they try, sometimes it is diffi-

cult.  Sometimes they make mistakes.  Sometimes we all 

make mistakes.  I know for the child's side, that it isn't easy 

to be a child, it isn't easy to grow up.  Brendan was an excep-

tion.  He was able to step beyond the veil that holds so many 

people back, and move into the light of his own life.  And 

there I think is the connection with the Easter story, this is a 

story about a man that took his own life to the next level - 

without fear and without resistance to whatever happened, 

Jesus made a choice.  

        This upcoming month will be a difficult one, at least for 

me.  But for St. Mark's it will be a month of great joy and ex-

citement.  Enjoy the spring, and remember, sometimes it is a 

wonderful feeling to know that you won't have to take any-

thing back.  

Jeffrey Dale   

SAVE THE DATE:  Presbytery Wide Youth Retreat:  May 25th & 26th  7 pm – 1 pm 

Where? Who knows….                 Subject: Environmentalism and Consumerism 

“Spirit of Gentleness” 

This Ain’t Your Grandma’s Bible Study 

  

 Re-begins May 22nd 

Every Tuesday, 12 pm – 1 pm 

Come for the conversation! 

Looking Forward...  

Fall – Spiritual Growth Learning Opportunities 

Bible Study: ‘The Journey’ a look at Advent 

Make a Difference 
June 8th at 7 pm and 9th at 3 pm 

Explore your vision for ministry….. 

A FREE UCC Toronto Conference event for Youth and 

Young Adults who want to explore a future in minis-

try and learn about gifts and call. 

Hosted at Emmanuel College in Toronto 

Registration Deadline: May 1st, 2012 

More Info? See the Bulletin Board in the Narthex. 



4 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623   www.st-marks.ca April 2012 

A condensed statement show-

ing the financial position for St. 

Mark’s up to the end of March 

2012 is shown at right.  The 

good news is that offerings to 

this point in the year are up 

slightly from last year.  How-

ever, as the deficit following the 

first quarter is $8,233, the 

Board will be discussing poten-

tial solutions at their meeting in 

April.  In addition to reviewing 

the financial statements, the 

Board will discuss ways to try 

and grow the size of the congre-

gation.  We can all do our part 

by helping to spread the word 

about the vibrant ministry hap-

pening at St. Mark’s. 

Financially Speaking – St. Mark’s March 2012 First Quarter Financial Summary  

Seed (Fundraising) Project…. 

Rent the MacKenzie summer home at Tobermory for a week this sum-

mer.  Explore the area’s natural and artistic attractions from a 4-

bedroom, well-equipped home surrounded by the Bruce Provincial Na-

tional Park.  We are minutes away from Singing Sands Beach, the Bruce 

Trail, the ferry to Mani-

toulin and the Crow's 

Nest.  We will rent our 

home to the family who 

submits the highest bid.  

Bids will be accepted 

from Mar.1, to Apr.30, 2012.  The money will be donated to the St. 

Mark's General (Operating) Fund.  Please contact us by email at:  bet-

tiemackenzie@sympatico.ca, or personally, in writing.  Phone us at 416

-284-8461 if you have any questions. 

Seed (Fundraising) Projects 

We would like people to consider taking on individual GST-type events/projects that would be considered 

“Seed Projects” to assist with our fundraising.  If you have any ideas and want to communicate them to the 

congregation, please do so through the Memo or weekly SM news. 

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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For the second consecutive year, St. Mark's will be host-

ing a golf tournament, as part of a fundraising initiative.  

Date:  Monday, May 28th 

Cost:  $75.00 per golfer (includes cart, golf, and barbeque 

afterwards) 

          $10.00 for those who wish only to attend the Bar-

beque. (5:00 p.m. on)  

Location:  Winchester Golf Club....located east of Thick-

son Rd. (north side), on Winchester Rd. in Brooklin, ON 

The site of the barbeque will be announced in the near 

future; last year, all participants received a prize. 

What can YOU do?   Contact all your friends who enjoy 

golfing , and encourage them to sign up. Golf skills  are 

unnecessary!  

We Need:  participants to declare their names (and/or 

team members) to Larry Smith or Gord Maunder by May 

1st.  Cheques payable to St Mark's United Church  should 

be received by May 15h (latest). If you are able to assist 

with the set up of the barbeque event, transport tables 

to/from the church, etc. please contact Gayle Feeney 

St. Mark’s 4th Annual Baseball Trip 

       vs 

 

A forerunner to the climatic pennant race, once again, for 

St. Mark's  folks! 

As in past years, we will be travelling by bus from St. 

Mark's to the Rogers Centre on Thurs. Sept.27th. 

Our bus will leave from the front of the church at 5:30 

p.m.sharp, and return after the game.  This is a "prime 

ticket game"; thus, the cost for game and transportation 

will be  $57.00 p.p. 

Please sign up with either  DON THURSTON or  GORD 

MAUNDER as soon as possible; there are only 35 seats 

available. Cheques for the tickets should be made payable 

to St. Mark's United Church  and given to Gord, Don or the 

office by June 15th. To assist with seating arrangements, if 

you have a preference for a seating partner(s), please indi-

cate to Don or Gord with your cheque. 

St. Mark’s Spring Daze 
 
 On Friday, May 11th and Saturday, May 12th, 2012, 
St. Mark’s will be hosting its first annual Variety Show – 
Spring Daze.   There will be dancing, singing, skits, stories 
and genuine delight.   It will be magic. 
 
 Do you like to have fun?    Do you have a talent that 
you long to show off to your friends?   Here is your 
chance.   There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board at 
the back of the church.  
 
Our Executive Producer – the inimitable impresario – Don 
Thurston 
Musical Directors – the incomparable Michael Gomiega 
and Linda Meyer 
Our Marketing Director – the colourful, creative, Royal 
Bank retiree, Tom Stephens. 
 All other positions are open!  If you can sing, dance, 
hum, act, play the piano, flute or bag pipes, draw, juggle, 
tumble, or otherwise engage our attention, this is your 
chance for glory! 
 If you can cook, serve food or otherwise help to look 

after the multitude that will be assembling for this extrava-

ganza, we need you too. 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623   www.st-marks.ca April 2012 
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A LOVE LETTER 

 This is to say “Thank You” from my heart for your prayers and for all the many acts of kindness I received follow-

ing my cardiac surgery. 

 I had thought at first I would like to express my appreciation in person, perhaps during the announcements before 

worship, but decided I might become too emotional and embarrass us all – myself most of all. 

 The words cannot adequately express what I feel – grateful, humble, cherished, supported, sustained (literally 

and metaphorically!)…..I could go on.  Thank you for everything – the meals and treats, the visits at hospital and at 

home, the calls, the cards, the notes, the rides and for the loving-kindness behind it all. 

 I feel honoured to be part of this congregation.  I ask for showers of blessings on St. Mark’s and offer my grateful 

thanks and my love. 

Arlene McCulloch 

From St. Mark's Property Team: 
A great big THANK YOU to Reg Lanning and his able 

assistant, Bill Shedden, for replacing the broken 

tiles on the stairs. They look great!  The damaged 

front door will be replaced before Easter, thanks to 

Peter Sweizer of Keystone Locks and doors, and 

the ceiling in the Narthex is being repainted. 

Thanks Team! Your work is appreciated!    Bettie 

New Book for Paul 

(From the back Cover)  I found 

this book in the bookstore at 

Queen’s when we stopped in 

on the way to Montreal.  It’s by 

Ruth C. Duck – Professor of 

Worship at Garrett Evangelical 

Theological Seminary in Evans-

ton Illinois. 

This is a much-needed how-to 

book for creating unique and creative worship re-

sources, including prayers, hymns, and sermons. 

Ruth Duck presents methods and models for creat-

ing these new resources while remaining scriptur-

ally relevant and mindful of inclusive-language 

concerns. She discusses the history, structure, and 

content of various forms of prayer as well as hymn 

text writing and how to design worship suitable for 

specific needs. 

Let me know if you are interested in borrowing it! 

St. Mark’s United Church, 115 Orton Park Rd, Toronto M1G3G9  (416) 439-8623   www.st-marks.ca April 2012 
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Dinner & a Movie…the perfect night out! 

Amazing Grace Movie Night  
7:30 p.m. on Saturday April 28th 

in the sanctuary (right after the Spaghetti Dinner)…  

A Must-See! (O Magazine) 
Amazing Grace, based on the life of antislavery pioneer William 

Wilberforce (played by Ioan Gruffudd), who, as a Member of Parlia-

ment, navigated the world of 18th Century backroom politics to end 

the slave trade in the British Empire. Albert Finney plays John New-

ton, a confidante of Wilberforce who inspires him to pursue a life of 

service to humanity. Benedict Cumberbatch is William Pitt the 

Younger, England's youngest ever Prime Minister at the age of 24, 

who encourages his friend Wilberforce to take up the fight to outlaw 

slavery and supports him in his struggles in Parliament. 

Elected to the House of Commons at the age of 21, and on his way to 

a successful political career, Wilberforce, over the course of two dec-

ades, took on the English establishment and persuaded those in 

power to end the inhumane trade of slavery. 

Romola Garai plays Barbara Spooner, a beautiful and headstrong 

young woman who shares Wilberforce's passion for reform, and who 

becomes his wife after a whirlwind courtship. Youssou N'Dour is Olau-

dah Equiano. Born in Africa and sent as a slave to the Colonies, 

Equiano bought his freedom and made his home in London, where he 

wrote a best-selling account of his life and became a leading figure in 

the fight to end the slavery of his fellow countrymen. 
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Fruit-Picking with Outreach… 

Spring is here and soon there will be local fruit and other produce ripening on the trees and bushes.   'Not Far From 

The Tree' is a volunteer organization that puts Toronto’s fruit to good use by picking and sharing the bounty.   The Out-

reach committee wanted to investigate if we could do this ourselves in our neighbourhoods. 

If you are aware of anyone who has fruit trees or berries and is not making use of the fruit please let us know.    With 

the owner's permission we can organize volunteers to pick the fruit and make sure it goes to people who need 

it.  Please email Kathy Lisle if you know of someone with fruit or produce that we might be able to pick.  Also let Kathy 

know if you'd be willing to help harvest the produce! 

Thanks!     (email:  kalisle@rogers.com) 

  

http://www.st-marks.ca/
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Volunteering Sunday, April 22nd 

Traditionally, we have held a “Volunteer Appreciation Night” at St. Mark’s.  This year the Membership Team thought it 

would be nice to do that recognition during a service of worship instead.  Please be sure to mark the 22nd on your cal-

endar to attend worship and participate.  We will also be recognizing Earth day that morning in the service. 

Upcoming Services 

Mother’s Day 2012 May 13th – Including Robert Munsch’s Love You Forever 

Pentecost Communion – May 27th 

Congregational Meeting for Mission & Ministry – June 3rd 

Confirmation & Transfer of Membership – June 10th 

Father’s Day – Marg Mooney Preaching – June 17th 

Church Picnic & Outdoor Service – June 24th 

Transfer of Membership 

Interested in becoming a member of St. Mark’s officially?  Speak to Paul or Carol about getting your membership trans-

ferred. 

Easter Colours 

Instead of finding a sealed tomb, the women who had come at dawn on Sunday are surprised by an angel who an-

nounces astonishing news: "Jesus has been raised from the dead" (Matt. 28:7). The heavenly messenger invites the 

mourners to see the empty tomb and then go and tell the disciples that the Crucified One is alive!  

The season from Easter to Pentecost is also called the Great Fifty Days, a tradition inspired by the Jewish season of fifty 

days between Passover and Shavuot—the feast celebrating the giving of the Torah to Moses.  

The liturgical color for this season is celebratory White or Gold. When the season ends on Pentecost Sunday, White is 

replaced with Red. This color reminds the congregation of fire—the symbol of the Holy Spirit.  

Summer Worship Schedule 

It won’t be long until the Worship Team begins to look to the congregation to offer leadership during some of the sum-

mer services when Paul Is on Holidays… Why not volunteer to lead a service?  The ministry team offers as much sup-

port as you might need to share in the service.  What reflection is waiting to be articulated?  What gift might you be 

able to share with another? 

Thinning your Perennials? 
 

Are your perennials taking over in various corners of your garden?  Please thin them into some of 

those left over flower pots hanging around your basement to bring to the plant sale at the Yard Sale 

on June 2nd. 
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The Next Chapter                       

by Karen Wigle 

                                                 

In honour of Earth Day on April 22, we have several new books that suggest ways you can make a difference.   

Non-Fiction 
Living Me To We - The Guide For Socially Conscious Canadians  by Craig + Marc Kielburger 

 

“We all want to make a difference.  Now it’s easier to lead a life that makes the world a bet-

ter place every day.  With this uniquely Canadian guide to socially conscious living, Craig and 

Marc Kielburger give you practical tips and an appendix full of region-specific information….If 

you have ever wondered how to select ethical products, get involved in your community or 

inspire family members to find their own cause, Craig and Marc offer tangible help and guid-

ance. Start now.  Open the book to any page and see a tip for making a difference today.” 

 

 

The Secret Life Of Stuff – A Manual for a New Material World by Julie Hill 

 

“Our use of the Earth’s resources-whether a crisp packet or a cargo ship, a T-shirt or a wind 

turbine-has an inescapable impact on our future….Julie Hill uncovers the origins and true 

cost of what we use.  Her inventory of over-consumption may shock but it is the first step 

towards overcoming waste.  The misuse of stuff is not your fault, it’s a product of history.  

But it is only by understanding what has gone wrong, that everyone…can create a new and 

better material world.” 

 

Hot, Flat, and Crowded  - Why We Need A Green Revolution  by Thomas Friedman 

 

This #1 bestseller by Pulitzer Prize winning author Thomas Friedman “explains how global 

warming, rapidly growing populations, and the expansion of the world’s middle class through 

globalization have produced a dangerously unstable planet…he also shows how the very hab-

its that led us to ravage the natural world led to the meltdown of the financial markets and 

the Great Recession.  The challenge of a sustainable way of life presents the United States 

with an opportunity not only to rebuild its economy, but to lead the world in radically innovat-

ing toward cleaner energy.”                                                                                

      (“The Next Chapter” continues on page 8) 
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The Next Chapter… (continued from p. 7)                                        

Green For Life 200 Simple Eco-Ideas for Every Day    by Gillian Deacon 

This book “is an indispensable guide to living in a more sustainable way.  The majority of us don’t live off the grid or 

drive electric cars, but we do want to get involved and lighten our footprint on the earth.  Green for Life is a great way 

to get started-even small changes can add up to make a big difference.” 

The War In The Country - How The Fight To Save Rural Life Will Shape Our Future    by Thomas Pawlick 

“Rural life in North America has changed dramatically over the past few decades.  Corporate-backed factory farms, 

mining interests, and large-scale tourist developments have replaced the family farm, and the small farmers who re-

main are strangled by debt, hounded by government, and harassed by regulations.  Rural First Nations face a similar 

struggle, as do small-town businesses….The outcome of these clashes will decide not only the future of rural life but 

also the quality and sustainability of our food, our water, our soil, and our air….everyone of us must join the fight to 

secure the future.” 

Theology 
Christianity and World Religions – Wrestling With Questions People Ask 

by Adam Hamilton 

“In this book, Adam Hamilton examines Christianity and four major world religions: Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism.  He wrestles with tough questions: Why are there so many differ-

ent religions? How should Christians view other religions? How is God at work in other religions? 

What is the fate of those who earnestly pursue God through other religions?”  

 

 

Fiction 
Middlesex    by Jeffrey Eugenides 

This international bestseller is a Pulitzer Prize winner.  “Middlesex tells the breathtaking story 

of Callipe Stephanides, and three generations of the Greek-American Stephanides family, who 

travel from a tiny village overlooking Mount Olympus in Asia Minor to Prohibition-era Detroit, 

witnessing its glory days as the Motor City, and the race riots of 1967…to understand why Cal-

liope is not like other girls, she has to uncover a guilty family secret…lyrical and thrilling, Mid-

dlesex is an exhilarating reinvention of the American epic.” 

And for more good things to eat while you read….You are probably familiar with the big box stores in 

the Morningside and Milner area just north of the 401.  Tucked away in a strip near the Fabricland store and Mark’s 

Work Wearhouse is the small, friendly, family run What A Bakery.  They have a variety of sweet and savoury pastries, 

baked goods, fresh breads, La Rocca cakes, and hot and cold drinks.  It is not an ideal place to sit and read.  You might 

prefer to take your light lunch or sweet snack home where you can settle into your favourite chair.  The custard tarts 

are very popular.  Their address is 875 Milner Avenue, M1B 5N6.  The phone number is 416-281-6060.  Are you read-

ing anything interesting right now? 
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